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SENATE .... No. 732

Senate, July 16, 1956.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com-
mitted the House Bill providing for the establishment and
development of the Massachusetts Bay Circuit, so called
House, No. 2881) report recommending that the same

ought to pass with an amendment substituting a new draft
with the same title (Senate, No. 732

For the committee,

EDWARD C. STONE.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six

An Act providing for the establishment and develop-

ment OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY CIRCUIT, SO CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts Bay Circuit is hereby
2 established as a system of privately and publicly owned
3 open spaces, including parks, forests, reservoirs, wild life
4 preserves, scenic and historic sites and other properties
5 or reservations, surrounding Metropolitan Boston, 10-6
6 cated in the cities and towns of Newbury, Rowley, Ips-
-7 wich, Essex, Hamilton, Wenham, Topsfield, Boxford,
8 Middleton, North Reading, North Andover, Andover,
9 Wilmington, Tewksbury, Lowell, Chelmsford, Billerica,

10 Carlisle, Bedford, Concord, Lincoln, Sudbury, Wayland,
11 Framingham, Natick, Ashland, Holliston, Sherborn,
12 Medfield, Millis, Norfolk, Walpole, Wrentham, Foxbor-
-13 ough, Sharon, Easton, Stoughton, Brockton, West
14 Bridgewater, Abington, Whitman, East Bridgewater,
15 Bridgewater, Hanson, Halifax, Pembroke, Plympton,
16 Kingston, Duxbury and Marshfield, as shown In- the
17 shaded area in Exhibit A of the report of the “Joint
18 Board for Study of the Bay Circuit,” dated January
19 fourth, nineteen hundred and fifty-six, House Document,
20 No. 2608. In order to preserve said open spaces and
21 make them available for the use, enjoyment, exercise
22 and recreation of all the people of the commonwealth
23 and visitors thereto, said spaces, scenic and historic
24 sites, and reservations shall be connected by a Tourist
25 Route to be known as “The Bay Circuit,” to be estab-
-26 lished and designated by the department of public
27 works in accordance with the provisions of chapter one
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2<S hundred and ten of the resolves of nineteen hundred and
29 fifty-five.

1 Section 2. The commissioner of natural resources is
2 hereby authorized and directed to initiate, forward and
3 administer the developemnt of the Bay Circuit as here-
-4 inafter provided and for such purposes may expend such
5 sums as may be appropriated or received as gifts therefor.

1 Section 3. The said commissioner shall prepare such
2 project area plans for sections of the Bay Circuit as he
3 may deem advisable and shall designate thereon those
4 areas which he proposes be acquired by the common-
-5 wealth or any political subdivision thereof and those
6 areas which he recommends should be subject to a re-
-7 strictive agreement, easement or other control in order
8 to preserve scenic or historic features thereof. Said plans
9 shall indicate the general character of use and develop-

-10 ment proposed for major portions of said project area.
11 The said commissioner, after public hearing in a city or
12 town within that portion of the Bay Circuit which will
13 be affected thereby and Avith the approval of the board
14 of natural resources, may acquire by eminent domain on
15 behalf of the commonwealth such property or such in-
-16 terest in property as may be required for the purposes
17 of this act. The said commissioner may by negotiation
18 and agreement acquire such rights as he may deem
19 necessary for the purposes hereof in property Avithin the
20 Bay Circuit and may enter into contracts and leases
21 therefor on behalf of the commomvealth.

1 Section 4. Any department of the commonwealth
2 and any political subdivision thereof may by agreement
3 AArith the said commissioner and Avith the approval of
4 the governor and council transfer to the department of
5 natural resources the care and control of any lands and
6 rights or easements therein owned or controlled by it
7 Avithin the said Bay Circuit upon such terms and for
8 such period of time as may be agreed upon; or may
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9 enter into an agreement with the said commissioner for
10 joint care or preservation of such lands. The said com-
il missioner may, upon request, and upon such terms as
12 may be agreed upon, and with the approval of the gov-
-13 ernor and council, transfer to any city or town within
14 the Bay Circuit the care and control of any land or
15 property of the department.

1 Section 5. The commissioner of natural resources
2 shall make a survey of all lands held by the common-
-3 wealth or by any political subdivision thereof and located
4 within the area designated in section one as the Massa-
-5 chusetts Bay Circuit. Thereafter he shall designate any
6 property so held that may be necessary or useful to ac-
-7 complish the purposes of this act, and shall notify the
8 agency of the commonwealth or the political subdivision
9 concerned. After receipt of such notice a sale or lease

10 of such designated property shall not be valid unless it
11 has the written approval of the commissioner of natural
12 resources.

1 Section 6. The commissioner of natural resources is
2 authorized and empowered, with the approval of the
3 governor and council, to receive and hold in trust for
4 and on behalf of the commonwealth and for the pur-
-5 poses of this act any grant or devise of land. Said com-
-6 missioner may, in like manner, receive and hold in trust
7 for like purposes any gift or bequest of money or other
8 personal property. Said moneys and property shall be
9 known as the Bay Circuit Trust Fund, and shall be

10 managed and expended under the direction of said
11 commissioner.

1 Section 7. Erection and Maintenance of Buildings.
2 The commissioner of natural resources may acquire,
3 maintain and care for historic buildings, monuments or
4 sites in the Bay Circuit, and may erect and maintain
5 such other structures as may be necessary for the proper
6 administration of lands under its control or for the con-
-7 venience of the public.
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1 Section 8. The commissioner of natural resources
2 may accept any deed to the commonwealth containing
3 reservation of easements, rights of way and life estates
4 and estates for years; may execute leases or permits in,
5 upon, under, and over any portion of the lands now or
6 hereafter acquired by the commonwealth within the Bay
7 Circuit, including rights to hunting; may grant ease-
-8 ments for public utilities, including gas meters, elec-
-9 tricity and water or other activities over such lands

10 with conditions fully safe-guarding the public interest
11 in the scenic and historic features of the area; all for
12 such consideration or rents and upon such terms, re-
-13 strictions, provisions or agreements as said commissioner
14 after consultation with the board of natural resources
15 may deem best; provided, that no such lease or permit
16 shall be entered into for payment of less than the annual
17 real estate tax levied on the property concerned in the
IS five-year period immediately preceding the date when
19 the property is or was acquired for public use and that
20 annua! receipts from any such lease in the amount of
21 such real estate tax shall be paid annually over the
22 duration of such lease “in lieu of taxes” on such
23 property by the treasurer of the commonwealth to the
24 city or town in which the property is located; and
25 provided, further, that no such lease shall be for a period
26 longer than the life of the donor of the property involved
27 or to other persons for a period longer than ten years.

1 Section 9. In designing, constructing or reconstruct-
-2 ing roads within the Bay Circuit, the department of
3 public works shall, so far as possible, preserve and en-
-4 hance the scenic features of the area.
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