
SENATE 791

Senate, Aug. 3, 1956.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com-
mitted the House Resolve providing for an investigation
and study by the department of public health relative to
the peaceful uses of atomic energy (House, No. 3168),
report recommending that the same ought to pass with an
amendment substituting a bill entitled “An Act establish-
ing the Massachusetts commission on atomic energy and
defining its powers and duties” (Senate, No. 791).

For the committee,

RALPH C. MAHAR.

Cl)t Commontoealtb of Q^assacbusett*
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six

An Act establishing the Massachusetts commission on
ATOMIC ENERGY AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES.

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General
2 Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by in-
-3 serting after the word “aging” in line 15, as appearing
4 in section 1 of chapter 537 of the acts of 1954, the
5 words: —Massachusetts commission on atomic energy.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended
2 by adding after section 73 the following 9 sections:
3 Section 74- As used in sections 75 to 81, inclusive,
4 the following words shall have the following meaning
5 unless the context indicates otherwise.
6 “Atomic energy”, all forms of energy released in the
7 course of nuclear fission or nuclear transformation.
8 “By-product material”, any radio-active material
9 (except special nuclear materials) yielded in or made

10 radio-active by exposure to the radiation incident to the
11 process of producing or utilizing special nuclear materials.
12 “Operator ”, any individual who manipulates the con-
-13 trols of a utilization or production facility.
14 “Production facility”, (o) any equipment or device
15 capable of the production of special nuclear material
16 in such quantity as to be of significance to the common
17 defense and security, or in such manner as to affect the
18 health and safety of the public; or (b) any important
19 component part especially designed for such equipment
20 or device.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

Cftc Commontoealtb of Massachusetts
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21 “Special nuclear material”, (a) plutonium and
uranium enriched in the isotope 233 or in the isotope
235, and any other material which the governor de-
clares by order to be special nuclear material after the
United States Atomic Energy Commission has de-
termined the material to be such; or ( b ) any material
artificially enriched by any of the foregoing.

9.9.

23
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28 “Utilization facility”, (a) any equipment or device,

except an atomic weapon, capable of making use of
special nuclear materials in such quantity as to be of
significance to the common defense and security, or in
such manner as to affect the health and safety of the
public, or peculiarly adapted for making use of atomic
energy in such quantity as to be of significance to the
common defense and security, or in such manner as to
affect the health and safety of the public; or (b ) any
important component part especially designed for such
equipment or device.

29
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Section 75. There shall be a commission, to be known
as the Massachusetts commission on atomic energy,
hereinafter in this section and in sections seventy-five
to seventy-nine, inclusive, called “the commission”,
to consist of the co-ordinator of atomic development
activities, who shall be chairman, and six members ap-
pointed by the governor with the advice and consent of
the council, who shall be representative of industry,
education and labor. Upon the expiration of the term
of office of a member, other than the co-ordinator of
atomic development activities, his successor shall be
appointed in like manner for a term of five years.
The members, other than the chairman, shall serve
without compensation but shall be reimbursed for their
expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the per-
formance of their duties.
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Section 76. There shall be an officer to be known as
the co-ordinator of atomic development activities, here-
inafter referred to in this section and in sections seventy-
six to seventy-nine, inclusive, as the co-ordinator who
shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice and

5o
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60 consent of the council, and who may be selected from
61 among the employees of the commonwealth. The co-
-62 ordinator shall serve at the pleasure of the governor
63 and shall receive the sum of twenty-five dollars for each
64 day or part thereof of service as co-ordinator; provided,
65 that he is not receiving compensation as an employee of
66 the commonwealth. Said co-ordinator shall he reim-
-67 bursed for necessary expenses incurred by him in the
68 discharge of his duties.
69 Section 77. Said commission shall keep itself fully
70 and currently informed on the development of atomic
71 energy as it may affect the welfare of the commonwealth
72 shall consult and advise with the co-ordinator of atomic
73 development, and the governor and council, and shall
74 render an annual report on the progress of atomic
75 energy development in the commonwealth for the in-
-76 formation and guidance of the general court and the
77 public. The commission shall, at the call of the chair-
-78 man, meet within the commonwealth not less often than
79 four times annually but may meet at such other times
80 and at such places, within or without the common-
-81 wealth as the chairman deems necessary.

82 Section 78. The co-ordinator shall serve as chairman
83 of the commission. He shall be the adviser to the gov-
-84 ernor with respect to atomic industrial development
85 within the commonwealth; shall co-ordinate the devel-
-86 opment and regulatory activities of the commonwealth
87 relating to the industrial and commercial uses of atomic
88 energy; and shall represent the commonwealth in mat-
-89 ters relating to atomic energy, including participation
90 in the activities of any agency formed by the New
91 England states and shall co-operate with other states
92 and with the United States in such matters.
93 The co-ordinator shall, with the advice of the com-
-94 mission establish and maintain a broad public relations
95 and industrial development program to stimulate and
96 encourage atomic energy research and development in
97 the commonwealth. He shall co-ordinate the studies,
98 recommendations and proposals of the several depart-
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99 merits and agencies of the commonwealth and of its
100 political subdivisions. He shall, so far as practicable
101 co-ordinate studies conducted and recommendations and
102 proposals made in this commonwealth with like activi-
103 ties in other states and with the policies and regulations
104 of the United States Atomic Energy Commission. In
105 carrying out his duties he shall proceed in close co-
106 operation with the state department of commerce.
107 The several departments and agencies of the common-
108 wealth and of its political subdivisions shall keep the
109 co-ordinator fully and currenty informed as to their
110 activities relating to atomic energy. No regulation or
111 amendment to a regulation applying specifically to an
112 atomic energy matter which any such department or
113 agency may propose to issue shall become effective
114 until thirty days after it has been submitted to the
115 co-ordinator, unless, upon a finding of emergency need,
116 the governor by order waives all or any part of this
117 thirty-day period.
118 The co-ordinator shall keep the governor and council
119 and the several interested departments and agencies
120 informed as to private and public activities affecting
121 atomic industrial development, and shall enlist their
122 co-operation in taking action to further such develop-
123 ment as is consistent with the health, safety and general
124 welfare of this commonwealth.
125 Section 79. The commission shall be provided with
126 quarters at the state house or elsewhere, may hold public
127 hearings, may travel within and without the common-
128 wealth, and may, subject to appropriation, employ such
129 expert, clerical and other necessary services as may be
130 necessary. It may call on state and federal officials and
131 department heads for advice and assistance, and may
132 accept voluntary or unpaid services
133 Section 80. The following departments and agencies
134 are directed to initiate and to pursue continuing studies
135 as to the need, if any, for changes in the laws and regu-
136 lations administered by them that would arise from
137 the presence within the commonwealth of special nu-
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clear materials and by-product materials, and from the
operation herein of production or utilization facilities,
and, on the basis of such studies, to make such recom-
mendations for the enactment of laws or amendments
to law administered by it, and such proposals for amend-
ments to the regulations issued by it, as may appear
necessary and appropriate:

138
139
140
141
142
143
144

1. The department of public health, particularly a
to hazards, if any, to the public health and safety.

145
146

2. The department of labor and industries, particu
larly as to hazardous working conditions, if any.

147
148

3. The department of industrial accidents, particu-
larly as to the time and character of proof of claims of
injuries and the extent of the compensation allowable
therefor.
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153 4. The department of public works, particularly as

to the transportation of special nuclear materials and
by-product materials on highways of the common-
wealth.
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5. The department of public utilities, particularly as
to the transportation of special nuclear materials and
by-product materials by common carriers not in inter-
state commerce and as to the participation by public
utilities subject to its jurisdiction in projects looking to
the development of production or utilization facilities
for industrial or commercial use.
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6. The division of insurance, particularly as to the
insurance of persons and property from hazards to .life
and property resulting from atomic development.

164
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7. The department of natural resources, particularly
as to the hazards, if any, to the natural resources of the
commonwealth, including wildlife.

167
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8. Such other departments and agencies including de-
partments and agencies of political subdivisions of the
commonwealth as the governor may direct and for the
purposes specified by him.

170
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Section 81. No person shall manufacture, construct,
produce, transfer, acquire or possess any special nuclear
material, by-product material, production facility, or

174
175
176
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177 utilization facility, or act as an operator of a production
178 or utilization facility within this commonwealth unless
179 he shall have first obtained a license or permit for the
ISO activity in which he proposes to engage from the United
181 States Atomic Energy Commission if, pursuant to the
182 Atomic Energy Act of 1954, the Commission requires
183 a license or permit to be obtained by persons proposing
184 to engage in activities of the same type over which it
185 has jurisdiction.
186 Section 82. Whenever, in the opinion of the at-
-187 torney general, any person is violating or is about to
188 violate section eighty-one, the attorney general may
189 apply to the appropriate court for an order enjoining
190 such person from engaging or continuing to engage in
191 the activity violative of said section, and upon a show-
-192 ing that such person has engaged, or is about to engage,
193 in any such activity, a permanent or temporary in-
-194 junction, restraining order or other order may be
195 granted.

1 Section 3. The persons initially appointed by the
2 governor to the Massachusetts commission on atomic
3 energy established by section seventy-five of chapter six
4 of the General Laws as appearing in section one of this
5 act, shall serve for terms of one, two, three, four, five
6 and six years, respectively, as designated by the gov-
-7 ernor. Upon the completion of any such term, his
8 successor shall be appointed in the manner provided by
9 said section seventy-five.
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