
SENATE .... No. 809
To accompany the petition of John E. Powers and John F. Parker for

legislation relative to the continuous revision of the General Laws. Rules
of the two branches, acting concurrently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relative to the continuous revision of the
GENERAL LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Whereas the thirty-five years which have
2 elapsed since the last revision (of nineteen hundred and
3 twenty-one) of the general statutory law of the common-
-4 wealth is a far longer period of time than occurred be-
-5 tween any of the four earlier revisions; and whereas
6 several methods to procure a revision of the General
7 Laws have been attempted, such as requiring counsel to
8 the senate and counsel to the house of representatives to
9 revise the General Laws, as amended, either as a whole

10 or chapter by chapter or otherwise, or, as was tried
11 commencing in nineteen hundred and forty-eight, cre-
-12 ating the commissioners to revise, recodify, consolidate
13 and arrange the General Laws which commissioners
14 worked for almost five years with appropriations total-
-15 ling more than a half million dollars, neither of which
16 methods proving successful, the first method being un-
-17 successful, as experience has shown, because with the
18 other tasks imposed on them in relation to legislative
19 drafting and the continuous consolidation of new laws
20 into the General Laws it has been impossible for said
21 counsel to undertake a revision of the general statutes,
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22 particularly with the ever increasing bulk of the General
23 Laws; and whereas it is fast becoming generally ac-
-24 knowledged that there should be a continuous revision
25 as well as a continuous consolidation of general statutes;
26 it is, therefore, declared to be essential to the modern
27 legislative process that there be established and it is the
28 intent of this act to establish provisions for a continuous

29 revision of the General Laws.

1 Section 2. Chapter 3of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 61, added by section 2
3 of chapter 607 of the acts of 1954, the following three
4 sections, under the caption law revision counsel: —-

5 Section 62. The committees on rules of the senate
6 and house of representatives, acting concurrently, shall
7 appoint a skilled person to act as law revision counsel,
8 and a skilled person to act as assistant law revision
9 counsel.

10 The law revision counsel shall, under the direction of
11 said committees, from time to time, submit to the gen-
-12 eral court such proposed changes in the general statutes
13 as he deems necessary or advisable, including recom-
-14 mendations for the repeal of such statutory provisions
15 as have become obsolete or the reasons for the enact-
-16 ment of which have ceased to exist. If and as directed
17 by the committees on rules of the senate and house of
18 representatives, acting concurrently, said law revision
19 counsel shall proceed to revise the General Laws, includ-
-20 ing amendments thereof, as a whole or chapter by chap-
-21 ter or otherwise; and in the course of such a revision
22 said law revision counsel may recommend the omission
23 of redundant enactments and those which may have
24 ceased to have any effect or influence on existing rights,
25 the rejection of superfluous words, the condensation of
26 all circuitous, tautological and ambiguous phraseology
27 into as concise and comprehensive a form as is consistent
28 with the full and clear expression of the will of the gen-
-29 eral court, the filing of omissions and the correction of
30 any mistakes, inconsistencies and imperfections which
31 may appear.
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32 Section 63. The said law revision counsel may, sub-
-33 ject to the approval of the said committees on rules, ex-
-34 pend such sums as may be necessary for office, printing
35 and other expenses.
36 Section 64. The law revision counsel and the assist-
-37 ant law revision counsel shall not be deemed to be ex-
-38 ecutive or administrative officers within the meaning
39 of the constitution, but shall serve directly under the
40 general court. They shall not be subject to chapter
41 thirty-one.

1 Section 3. Section 51 of said chapter 3, as amended
2 by section 7 of chapter 508 of the acts of 1939, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out the third sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: They
5 shall, under the direction of the said committees, after
6 each regular session prepare a table of changes in the
7 general statutes and an index to the acts and resolves.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 3is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 53, as amended by section 1 of
3 chapter 376 of the acts of 1939, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 53. If, in the opinion of said counsel, the
6 necessity of enacting special bills in relation to any par-
-7 ticular subject of legislation may, without detriment
8 to the public interest, be avoided in whole or in part by
9 the enactment of general legislation, they shall from time

10 to time submit to the general court drafts of such changes
11 in or additions to the General Laws as will accomplish
12 said purpose. They shall advise and assist as to the
13 form of drafts of bills submitted to them in accordance
14 with section thirty-three of chapter thirty.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect
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