
SENATE 830

Senate October 3, 1956.

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting con-
currently, to whom was referred the Senate Order relative
to the appointment of a special joint committee to investi-
gate and study the subject of rental rates for dwelling
apartments in the Commonwealth; and the House Order
relative to authorizing the appointment of a joint special
committee to investigate rental rates currently being charged
for dwelling apartments and the necessity of a reimposition
of rent control in certain areas [referred in the House, under
Joint Rule 29], report the accompanying Order (see Senate,
No. 830).

For the committees,

PHILIP G. BOWKER.
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Ordered, That a special committee, to consist of four mem-
bers of the senate to be designated by the president thereof
and four members of the house of representatives to be
designated by the speaker thereof, the membership from
each branch of the General Court to be equally divided be-
tween the two major political parties and the member first
named by the president of the senate to be the chairman
thereof and the member first named by the speaker of the
house of representatives to be the vice-chairman thereof, is
hereby authorized and directed to immediately conduct an
investigation and study of the subject of rental rates cur-
rently being charged for dwelling apartments in the common-
wealth which rates were subject to rent control on December
thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five for the purpose
of determining whether an emergency exists requiring the
reimposition of rent controls in certain areas of the common-
wealth or the taking of other action. Said committee shall
be provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere,
may hold public hearings, may travel within or without the
commonwealth, shall have the power to summon witnesses
and to require the production of books, papers and docu-
ments, and take such testimony as it deems necessary, and
may expend for expert, clerical, technical and other expenses
such sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said com-
mittee shall report to the clerk of the house of representatives
the results of its investigation and study, and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation neces-
sary to carry its recommendations into effect by filing the
same with the clerk of the house of representatives from
time to time but not later than the last Wednesday of De-
cember in the current year.
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