
SENATE 218

To accompany the petition of Daniel J. Hourihan and John E. Powers for
legislation relative to reimbursement to cities and towns for certain expenses
incurred for the transportation of pupils. Education.

f

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act relative to reimbursement to cities and towns
FOB CERTAIN EXPENSES INCURRED FOR THE TRANSPORTATION
OF PUPILS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 7A of chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph, as amended by
3 chapter 754 of the acts of 1949, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following paragraph:
5 The state treasurer shall annually, on or before November
6 twentieth, pay to the several towns from the proceeds of the
7 tax on incomes, which shall be available therefor subject to
8 appropriation, the sums required as reimbursement for ex-
9 penses approved by the commissioner of education, incurred

10 by any town for the transportation of pupils once daily to
and from any school within the town, or in another town, in

u2 excess of five dollars per annum per pupil in the net average
13 membership of such town; provided, (a) that no transporta-
-14 tion reimbursement shall be made on account of any pupil
15 who resides less than one and one half miles from the school
16 which he attends, measured by a commonly travelled route;
17 (6) that the amount of grant, per pupil, for transportation
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18 to private schools in towns which furnish such transporta-
-19 tion, shall not exceed the amount of grant per pupil for trans-
-20 portation to public schools and (c) that no contract shall be
21 awarded and no transportation reimbursement shall be made
22 by the state treasurer under this section except upon the
23 basis of competitive bids to the lowest responsible and eligible
24 bidder. The term “lowest responsible and eligible bidder”,
25 as used herein shall mean the bidder whose bid is the lowest
26 of those bidders possessing the skill, ability and integrity
27 necessary to the faithful performance of the work. Essential
28 information in regard to such qualifications shall be submitted
29 in such form as the awarding authority may require. And the
30 school committee shall in the event that a contract is awarded
31 to other than the lowest bidder file with the department of
32 education for approval a written statement giving its specific
33 reasons therefor, which statement shall be open to the public
34 inspection.


