
SENATE No. 266
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Federation of Labor, by

Kenneth J. Kelley, for legislation relative to testimony in court with respect
to membership of labor organizations. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven

An Act relative to the secrecy of union authorization
CARDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 233 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 adding the following new section 81 to the end of said chapter
3 233:
4 Section 81. No labor organization, or agent, member or
5 officer thereof, shall be compelled to testify in any court of
6 this commonwealth in any proceedings arising under sections
7 twenty B, twenty C or twenty-four of chapter one hundred
8 and forty-nine, chapter one hundred and fifty A, or section
9 nine A of chapter two hundred and fourteen of the General

10 Laws with respect to the membership of said labor organiza-
-11 tion, including but not limited to the identity of or the numbers
12 of persons, who have joined or expressed their intention of
13 joining said labor organization, or who have signed authoriza-
-14 tion cards, and said organization or its agents, members or
15 officers shall not be compelled in any such court proceedings to
16 produce its membership records or authorization cards or other
17 powers of attorney for union representation for collective
18 bargaining. The failure of said labor organization or its
19 agents, officers or members to testify in court with respect to
20 its membership or to produce records of membership or
21 authorization cards or other powers of attorney, shall not
22 create any presumption or inference against it or its agents,
23 officers or members.

Cl)t Commontoealtl) of syjassadbusetts




