
SENATE No. 453
To accompany the petition of Robert S. Kretschmar for legislation to make

certain changes in the law relative to the assessment and collection of the
motor vehicle excise tax. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act providing for certain changes relative to the
ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OP THE MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE
TAX.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The second paragraph of section lof chapter
2 60A of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting at
3 the end of said paragraph, after the word “trailer, ” the words:
4 The term “list price,” as used in this section, shall mean the
5 price of the car exclusive of any federal excise taxes which
6 may be imposed on the manufacturer, —so as to read as
7 follows: The term “year of manufacture,” as used in this
8 section, shall mean the year used by the manufacturer of the
9 motor vehicle or trailer in connection with the designation by

10 him or it of the model of such motor vehicle or trailer. The
11 term “list price,” as used in this section, shall mean the price
12 of the car exclusive of any federal excise taxes which may be
13 imposed on the manufacturer.
14 The sixth paragraph of section lof chapter 60A of the
15 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in line 11,
16 the words “or if during any year the owner of a motor vehicle
17 or trailer subject to such an excise removes to another state
18 and registers such motor vehicle or trailer in such other state

Cftc Commontuealtj) of agagsacbusetts



SENATE [Jan.) -No. 453.

I

19 and surrenders its registration in this state” following the
20 word “otherwise,” and further, by striking out, in line 14,
21 the words “upon application” following the word “reduced,”
22 and further, by striking out, in line 18, the words “or such
23 surrender of registration” following the word “otherwise,”
24 and further, by striking out, in line 24, the words “upon
25 application as aforesaid” following the word “reduced,” and
26 further, by adding, in line 26, the sentence: —lf during any
27 year the owner of a motor vehicle or trailer subject to such an
28 excise removes to another state and registers such motor
29 vehicle or trailer in such other state and surrenders his regis-
-30 tration in this state, the excise under this section shall be
31 reduced upon application by an abatement, the amount of
32 abatement to be determined according to the formula set
33 forth in the preceding sentence, following the word “trans-
-34 ferred,” and further, by adding the following paragraph at
35 the end of the said sixth paragraph:
36 When a registration in this state is transferred or caused to
37 be reissued by an owner, the registrar of motor vehicles shall
38 send notice of transfer or reissue forthwith to the commis-
-39 sioner, and the commissioner shall notify the boards of assess-
-40 ors who shall forthwith transmit an abatement to the owner,
41 the amount of abatement to be determined according to the
42 formula set forth in the preceding paragraph., so as toread
43 as follows; If a motor vehicle or trailer is registered after
44 January thirty-first in any year, the excise under this section
45 shall be that proportion of the excise for the full year which
46 the number of months in said year following the month pre-
-47 ceding that in which the motor vehicle or trailer is registered
48 bears to twelve; but no excise shall be assessed upon the same
49 motor vehicle or trailer more than once in any year unless its
50 ownership is transferred by sale or otherwise or it is registered
51 after a surrender of registration upon removal of its owner to
52 another state and registration in such other state. If during
53 any year ownership of a motor vehicle or trailer subject to an
54 excise under this section is transferred by sale or otherwise,
55 the excise under this section shall be reduced by an abatement
56 equal to that proportion of an excise under this section on
57 such motor vehicle or trailer for the full year which the num-
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58 her of months in said year remaining after the month in which
59 such transfer by sale or otherwise occurs bears to twelve;
60 provided, however, that if in the month in which such transfer
61 by sale or otherwise occurs, the person making such transfer
62 registers another motor vehicle or trailer under chapter ninety
63 and thereby becomes subject to an excise under this section
64 on such other motor vehicle or trailer for such month, the
65 excise under this section on the motor vehicle or trailer trans-
-66 ferred shall be further reduced by an abatement equal to one
67 twelfth of a full year’s excise under this section on the motor
68 vehicle or trailer transferred. If during any year the owner
69 of a motor vehicle or trailer subject to such an excise removes
70 to another state and registers such motor vehicle or trailer in
71 such other state and surrenders his registration in this state,
72 the excise under this section shall be reduced upon application
73 by an abatement, the amount of abatement to be determined
74 according to the formula set forth in the preceding sentence.
75 If before an excise imposed by this section is assessed, notice
76 of transfer by sale or otherwise or of surrender of registration
77 as aforesaid is received by the official or officials authorized
78 to make the assessment, the excise shall be assessed in the
79 amount to which it would be reduced by the abatement as
80 aforesaid. The excise imposed by this section shall in no
81 event be less than two dollars; and no abatement under this
82 section shall reduce any such excise to less than two dollars.
83 When a registration in this state is transferred or caused to
84 be reissued by an owner, the registrar of motor vehicles shall
85 send notice of transfer or reissue forthwith to the commissioner,
86 and the commissioner shall notify the boards of assessors who
87 shall forthwith transmit an abatement to the owner, the
88 amount of abatement to be determined according to the
89 formula set forth in the preceding paragraph.

1 Section 2. The first paragraph of section 2of chapter 60A
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting, in line
3 40, after the word “excise,” the words: —The notice shall
4 contain, in addition to the amount of the tax, information as
5 to the make and model of the motor vehicle, the year of manu-
-6 facture, the registration number, the valuation placed on it
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7 by the commissioner, and the tax rate, so as to read as
8 follows: Except as otherwise provided in section one, if the
9 owner of the motor vehicle or trailerregistered is an individual

10 inhabitant of the commonwealth, or a partnership, voluntary
11 association or corporation having a principal place of business
12 in the commonwealth or if the owner of the motor vehicle or
13 trailer registered is not such an individual, partnership,
14 voluntary association or corporation but the vehicle or trailer
15 is customarily kept in any particular municipality in the
16 commonwealth, the board of assessors shall assess the excise •

17 imposed by section one, and commit the same to the collector
18 of taxes with their warrant for the collection thereof. Other-
-19 wise the excise so imposed shall be assessed and collected by
20 the commissioner. The excise shall be assessed to the owner
21 of the motor vehicle or trailer registering the same, and the
22 registrar of motor vehicles shall promptly transmit to the
23 commissioner a notice of the registration of a motor vehicle or
24 trailer subject to this excise, giving the name and residential
25 address of the owner, if an individual, or the name and princi-
26 pal place of business in this commonwealth, if any, otherwise
27 that outside the commonwealth, if a corporation, partnership
28 or voluntary association, the municipality in which the motor
29 vehicle or trailer is customarily to be kept if it is to be kept in
30 the commonwealth, the name of the maker, the year of manu-
31 facture as designated by the manufacturer, and the model and
32 type of vehicle or trailer. The commissioner may require
33 from the owner such further information as may be necessary

34 for the purposes of this chapter. If an application for the
35 registration of a motor vehicle or trailer contains a statement
36 that the motor vehicle or trailer is customarily to be kept in
37 any particular district, section or part of a city or town, the
38 commissioner shall determine in what city or town said dis-
-39 trict, section or part is located, and shall transmit the informa-
-40 tion to the assessors. The commissioner shall, as soon as may
41 be, transmit to the boards of assessors the informationreceived
42 relative to registrations with respect to motor vehicles and
43 trailers locally assessable sent to him by the registrar of motor
44 vehicles, and, under such provisions as he deems best, make
45 available to the local assessors information showing the values
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46 as determined under section one. The excise hereunder shall
47 be due and payable at the expiration of thirty days from the
48 date upon which the notice was issued by the collector or the
49 commissioner pursuant to this section. The collector of taxes
50 or the commissioner, as the case may be, shall seasonably
51 notify the owner of the excise assessed and the due date, but
52 failure to receive notice shall not affect the validity of the
53 excise. The notice shall contain, in addition to the amount
54 of the tax, information as to the make and model of the motor
55 vehicle, the year of manufacture, the registration number,
56 the valuation placed on it by the commissioner, and the tax
57 rate. The owner may if the notice of assesment is issued
58 before January first of the succeeding year within six months
59 of the date of issuing the notice of assessment or of the date of
60 sale or transfer, but not later than January thirty-first of the
61 succeeding year, and if the notice of assessment is issued on or
62 after January first of the succeeding year, within thirty days
63 after the date of issuing the notice of assessment, apply for an
64 abatement to the board of assessors or the state tax commis-
-65 sion, as the case may be, and, from a decision of the board of
66 assessors upon such application, an appeal may be taken to
67 the county commissioners or the appellate tax board, all in
68 accordance with section sixty-four or sixty-five of chapter
69 fifty-nine, or from a decision of the commission an appeal
70 may be taken to the appellate tax board in the time and
71 manner provided in the case of appeals taken pursuant to
72 section seventy-one of chapter sixty-three. If an abatement
73 is granted of an excise assessed by a board of assessors, any
74 overpayment with interest thereon at the rate of four per cent
75 per annum from the date ofpayment shall be refunded by the
76 city or town treasurer from any available funds, upon certifi-
-77 cation by the collector of taxes and approval for payment as
78 required by section fifty-two of chapter forty-one, without any
79 appropriation therefor by the municipality. If abatement is
80 granted of an excise assessed by the commissioner, any over-
-81 payment with interest thereon at the rate of six per cent per
82 annum from the date of payment shall be refunded by the
83 state treasurer upon certification by the state tax commission,
84 without further appropriation. Owners who neglect to pay
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85 the excise assessed under this chapter shall pay interest at the
86 rate of six per cent per annum from the time when such excise
87 was payable until paid, if such payment is made before the
88 commencement of proceedings for recovery thereof, and twelve
89 percent if made after the commencement thereof. The notice
90 issued pursuant to this section shall bear on its face a state-
-91 ment of the time within which petitions for abatement of the
92 excise may be filed.
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