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Senate, February 6, 1957.

The committee on Constitutional Law, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by resolutions, Senate, No. 195) of
the Massachusetts Federation of Labor, by Kenneth J. Kelley,
and John J. Beades that Congress be memorialized for an ex-
panded program of public housing for elderly citizens, report the
accompanying Resolutions (Senate, No. 531).
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fiftv-Seven.

Resolutions memorializing the congress for an expanded

PROGRAM OF PUBLIC HOUSING FOR ELDERLY CITIZENS.

Resolved, That the Eighty-fifth Congress of the United States
in session assembled be requested to take judicial note of the
sentiment expressed by the members of the general court of
Massachusetts in the problem of housing for all classes of our
citizens, and to expand generously their thinking when writing
legislation that will substantially relieve the housing problem of
all our citizens, as more clearly detailed in the facts contained
in this petition; and be it further

Resolved, That we are still far short of the national goal of a
decent home for every family in America; that among low in-
come families where the need is greatest, housing for the elderly
presents the most pressing problem; our population is growing
older; that advancing years bring special housing needs along
with lowered incomes; private enterprise does not find it profit-
able to build where only a very low rental fee is possible; the
physical and financial limitations of substantial numbers of the
elderly make it impossible for them to meet their needs without
assistance; that in certain states, Massachusetts among them,
which have initiated housing programs for the elderly with state
and local aid, the results have been too limited, both in volume
and in ability to reach the lowest income groups, and these pro-
grams have created too great a drain on local resources; (hat
the action of the Eighty-fourth Congress in providing housing
for the elderly as part of the minimal low rent housing program
was but a token recognition of the outstanding need and farfrom an
adequate solution of the problem; that the future of the elderly
is one of the most important issues now before American society;
only by the dynamic leadership of the federal government in co-
operation with local public and private agencies will a satisfactory
solution be assured; and be it further
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Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent forthwith by
the secretary of the commonwealth, to the President of the
United States, the United States Housing Authority, to the pre-
siding officer of each branch of Congress, and to the members
thereof from this commowealth.
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