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Ce 141

Resolve providing foe an Investigation and Study by a Special Commission
RELATIVE TO SLAUGHTERHOUSE FACILITIES "WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH

Resolved. That an unpaid special commission to consist of two members of the
senate to be designated by the president thereof, five members of the house of
representatives to be designated by the speaker thereof, and two persons to be
appointed by the governor, is hereby established to make an investigation and
study of the subject of slaughterhouse facilities in the commonwealth, including
businesses related thereto, with a view to the provision of adequate slaughter-
house facilities in the commonwealth. Said commission shall confer and co-operate
with the state department of agriculture in such investigation and study. Said
commission, in the course of its investigation and study, shall also consider the
subject matter of current senate document numbered 698 relative to establishing
the Brighton abattoir authority and providing for the acquisition of certain prop-
erty used as an abattoir in the Brighton district of the city of Boston. Said com-
mission shall be provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, and may
expend for clerical assistance, expert and engineering and other assistance, such
sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said commission may hold hearings, may
summon and examine witnesses and require by subpoena the production of books
and papers, and may travel within and without the commonwealth in the per-
formance of its duties. Said commission shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any, together
with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations into effect,
by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or before the first Wednesday in
March in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-seven.

Approved August 9 , 1966.
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION
RELATIVE TO SLAUGPITERHOUSE FACILITIES

IN THE COMMONWEALTH.#

March 6. 1057.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Special Commission created by chapter 141 of the Resolves
of 1956 directed to study and investigate slaughterhouse facilities
within the commonwealth, including businesses related thereto,
with a view to provision of adequate slaughterhouse facilities within
the commonwealth, herewith presents a preliminary report.

In accordance with the terms of the resolve, the President of the
Senate appointed Senator Edward C. Stone of Barnstable and Sena-
tor Joseph F. Gibney of Webster to serve on your Commission. The
Speaker of the House of Representatives appointed Thomas E.
Enright of Pittsfield, Charles A. Mullaly, Jr., of Millville, Armand
N. Tancrati of Springfield, John Brox of Dracut and Philip F.
Whitmore of Sunderland. His Excellency the Governor appointed
John C. Macfarlane of Hanover and Donald Watson of Springfield.

Organization

Shortly after their appointment the members of the Commission
met and organized with Senator Edward C. Stone as Chairman,
Representative Thomas E. Enright as Vice Chairman and Ruth

"•E. Nelson as Secretary.

Meetings of the Commission.

Five public hearings were held and many executive meetings and
conferences with state officials, including the Metropolitan District

Cfte Commontocaltf) of
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Your Commission was not able in the time allotted to it to con-
sider more than the problem of delaying the eviction of the concerns
now doing business at the abattoir, which eviction was imminent
and pending at the time your Commission was created.

Their eviction has been delayed by the Commission with the
assistance of the Metropolitan District Commission.

We still have the problem of considering a proper location for
new slaughterhouse facilities at a place convenient to the Brighton
stockyards. This is not a simple task because of the following
problems:

battoir an exhaustive study wouldRelocation. To relocate tl
be necessary. Things to be isidered include finding a suitable

,e Boston market, nearness to tlsite, local zoning, nearness
source of skilled labor, we
factors that would influence
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■elocation of the abattoir.

Local Zoning. Today most of the towns within the thirty-f
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would be finding an area large enough on which to build the at
toir. Secondly, the location must be near the market place. Thirdly
access to highways and the new toll road. Fourthly, there must be
a large supply of water available. There also must be a good sewer-
age disposal system to take care of the large amount of water used.

*

Source of Skilled Workers

The supply of skilled workers in the packing house and slaughter-
ing industry is limited especially to those who are engaged in the
slaughterhouse operation. Currently most of the skilled workers
live within five miles of Brighton. To relocate the abattoir too far
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away from Boston where the current skilled labor lives would make
the cost of operating a slaughterhouse high because of the fact that
new men would have to be trained or else transportation allowances
would have to be given to the current employees in the abattoir to
reach their new place of employment.

Nearness to Boston. Any local or regional market owes part of
its existence to the fact that it is close to the large centers of popu-
lation where a great part of its products or produce are to be con-
sumed. This is of prime importance to the Brighton abattoir. The
Brighton abattoir being close to Boston, in fact, being located in the
city of Boston, gives it an advantage in the fact that the cost of
overhead due to transportation is greatly eliminated, thus making
a lower cost product available to the consumer. Also being close
to Boston, gives the abattoir operator an opportunity to sell more
completely the by-products of the slaughtering industry, thus allow-
ing the operator to pay the farmer a higher price for his livestock.

Since, we are informed and have reason to believe that there is an
urgent need for the continuation of such an area designated for this
purpose, we respectfully recommend that your Commission be ex-
tended to the third Wednesday in January, 1958, for the purpose of
completing its tasks, and to that end we have appended the neces
sary legislation therefor. [See Appendix A.]

Respectfully you

EDWARD C. STONE,
Chairman.

THOMAS E. ENRIGHT,
Vice Chairman.

JOSEPH F. GIBNEY.
CHARLES A. MULLALY, Jr.
ARMAND N. TANCR AT I.
JOHN BROX.
PHILIP F. WHITMORE.
JOHN C. MACFARLANE.
DONALD WATSON.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

Resolve reviving and continuing the unpaid special com-
mission ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY
BY A SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO SLAUGHTERHOUSE FACILI-

TIES WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established by
2 chapter one hundred and forty-one of the resolves of nineteen
3 hundred and fifty-six is hereby revived and continued for the
4 purpose of making an investigation and study of the subject of
5 slaughterhouse facilities in the commonwealth, including busi-
-6 nesses related thereto, with a view to the provision of adequate
7 slaughterhouse facilities in the commonwealth.
8 Said commission shall confer and co-operate with the state
9 department of agriculture in such investigation and study,

10 shall also consider the subject matter of current senate docu-
-11 ment numbered 698 of nineteen hundred and fifty-six relative
12 to establishing the Brighton abattoir authority and providing
13 for the acquisition of certain property used as an abattoir in
14 the Brighton district of the city of Boston.
15 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
16 house or elsewhere, and may expend for clerical assistance,
17 expert and engineering and other assistants, such sums as ma&
18 be appropriated therefor, including the unexpended balance of
19 the amount appropriated in item 0257-19 of section two of
20 chapter of the acts of 1956.
21 Said commission may hold hearings, may summon and ex-
-22 amine witnesses and require by subpoena the production of

Appendix A.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Cbe CommonVuealti) of Massachusetts
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23 books and papers and may travel within and without the com-
-24 monwealth.
25 Said commission shall report to the general court the results
26 of its investigation and study and its recommendations, if any,
27 together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
28 recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk
29 of the senate on or before the third Wednesday in January,
30 nineteen hundred and fifty-eight.




