
SENATE No. 618
[Senate, No. 618. Moved (Graham) as a substitute for the Senate Report

of the committee on State Administration, reference to the next annual session,
on the petition of William E. Haible, accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 450.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

An Act amending the law providing for the registration

OP ARCHITECTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the definition of “Practice of
3 Architecture” in section sixty A and inserting the following
4 definition in place thereof:
5 “Practice of Architecture” shall be the performance or
6 the agreement to perform or the holding one’s self out as
7 able to perform professional services in connection with the
8 design, construction, enlargement or alteration of a building
9 including consultations, investigations, evaluations, pre-

-10 liminary studies, aesthetic design, the preparation of plans,
11 specifications and contract documents, the co-ordination of
12 structural and mechanical design and site development,
13 supervision of construction and any other similar service or
14 combination of services in connection with the design and
15 construction of buildings, regardless of whether one or all of
16 these services are being performed and regardless of whether
17 these services are performed in person or as the directing
18 head of an office or organization performing them; provided,
19 that the practice of architecture shall not include the prac-

-20 tice of engineering as defined in this chapter, but a registered
21 architect may perform such engineering work as is incidental
22 to the practice of architecture.
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1 Section 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections sixty F, sixty K, sixty L
3 and sixty M and inserting the following new sections sixty F,
4 sixty K, sixty L, sixty M and sixty N:
5 Section 60F. Every registered architect shall have a seal
6 of a design authorized by the board. All plans and speci-
-7 fications and reports prepared by a registered architect, or
8 under his supervision shall be stamped with the impression
9 of such seal. A registered architect shall impress his seal on

10 any plans or specifications only if his certificate of registra-
-11 tion is in full force and if he is the author of such plans and
12 specifications or in responsible charge of their preparation.
13 On and after January first, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine,
14 it shall be unlawful for any public official of this common-
-15 wealth or any political subdivision thereof to accept for filing
16 any plans or specifications for the construction, enlargement
17 or alteration of any building which, by the terms of this
18 chapter must be prepared by a registered architect, unless
19 such plans and specifications bear the seal of a registered
20 architect.
21 Section 60K. In order to safeguard life, health and prop-
-22 erty no person shall engage in the practice of architecture in
23 this commonwealth directly or indirectly, except as hereiu-
-24 after set forth in section sixty L, or use the title “architect”,
25 “registered architect”, “architectural designer”, or display
26 or use any words, letters, figures, title, sign, card, advertise-
-27 ment or other device to indicate that such person offers to
28 engage or engages in the practice of architecture unless and
29 until such person has become a registered architect; pro-
-30 vided, that any person engaged in the practice of archi-
-31 lecture as defined herein as of January first, nineteen hundred
32 and fifty-seven, and who has not become a registered archi-
-33 tect may continue to engage in the practice of architecture
34 until December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight,!
35 by which date such person must become such a registered
36 architect or refrain from engaging in the practice of arclii-
-37 lecture. No person engaged in the practice of architecture
38 shall have any interest in any project or building prejudicial
39 to or in conflict with his professional interest therein.
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Section 60L. Nothing contained herein shall be construed
to prevent

40
41

1. The preparation of plans and specifications for and the
supervision of the construction of
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(a) The construction, enlargement or alteration of any
building containing less than thirty-five thousand cubic
feet of enclosed space, the computation to be made according
to rules to be established by the board;

44
45
46
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(6) The construction, enlargement or alteration of any
single or two-family house or any accessory building thereto;
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(c) The construction, enlargement or alteration of any
building used for farm purposes;
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(d) The alteration of any building not involving structural
change; or
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2. The preparation of any detailed or shop plans required
to be furnished by a contractor; or

54
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3. The employees of a registered architect or persons
acting under his direction from carrying out their normal
duties in the preparation of plans and specifications or in
supervising construction; or

56
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4. A registered professional engineer as defined in this
chapter from performing, agreeing to perform, or holding
himself out as able to perform such services included in the
practice of architecture as may be incidental to his engineer-
ing work; or

60
61
62
63
64

5. Officers and employees of the United States of America,
while working in this commonwealth, from engaging in the
practice of architecture as employees of said United States
of America.
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6. The practice of landscape architects, city planners and
regional planners insofar as their work consists in consulta-
tions and preparation of master plans of parks, land areas,
sites, organized groups of buildings, or communities, or the
preparation of detailed plans and the supervision of planting,
grading, paving, and such structural features as fences,
steps, walls, pools, garden structures, and minor utilities
normally included as a part of their work.
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76
7. A partnership or corporation from entering into agree-

ments to perform or holding itself out as able to perform
77
78
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I

any of the services involved in the practice of architecture;
provided, that any agreement to perform such services shall
be executed on behalf of the partnership or corporation by
the partner or partners or by the officer or officers who shall
be the registered architect or registered architects exercising
professional and supervisory control over the particular
services contracted for by the partnership or corporation,
and provided, further, that for any partnership or cor-
poration holding itself out as of January first, nineteen
hundred and fifty-seven, as able to perform any of the
services involved in the practice of architecture and having
a place of business in Massachusetts as of that date, and of
which a majority of the partners of such partnership or
officers of such corporation are registered architects or
registered engineers and of which at least one of such part-
ners or officers is a registered architect, any such agreement
may, until January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-
seven, be executed by any duly authorized partner of such
partnership or by any duly authorized officer of such cor-
poration whether such duly authorized partner or officer is,
or is not a registered architect or a registered engineer, and,
in that event one of the registered architects who is such a
partner or such an officer shall exercise professional and
supervisory control over the particular services contracted
for by the partnership or corporation.

79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103

Section BOM. The board shall be charged with the duty
of enforcing the provisions of sections sixty A to sixty L,
inclusive, of this chapter. If any person refuses to obey
any decision of the board, the attorney" general shall, upon
request of the board, file a petition for the enforcement of
such decision in equity in the superior court for Suffolk
county or for the county in which the defendant resides or
has a place of business. After due hearing, the court shall
order the enforcement of a decision of the board or any part
thereof, to the extent that such decision or any part thereof
has been legally and properly made by the board.
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Section BON. Whoever violates any provisions of sections
sixty A to sixty L, inclusive, of this chapter shall be punished
by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars and it shall

115
116
117



1957.] SENATE —No. 618. 5

118 be the duty of all duly constituted officers of the law of the
119 commonwealth or of any political subdivision thereof to
120 enforce the provisions of this chapter and to prosecute any
121 persons violating same. Every contract, written or oral,
122 made by a person not a registered architect, to perform
123 services which by the provisions of sections sixty A to sixty L
124 of this chapter must be performed by a registered architect,
125 shall be void, and it shall be a complete defence to any action
126 to enforce payment for any such services if the defendant
127 shall allege and prove that the plaintiff was not, at the time
128 such services were rendered, legally authorized to perform
129 such services in this commonwealth.

1 Section 3. Any person complying with section sixty B
2 of chapter one hundred and twelve of the General Laws who
3 applies to the board of registration for architects prior to
4 July first, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, shall be given a
5 certificate of registration without examination upon presen-
-6 tation to said board of satisfactory proof that the applicant
7 has been engaged as a principal in making plans and specifi-
-8 cations and in supervising the construction, enlargement, or
9 alteration of public or private buildings as his chief occupa-

-10 tion for a period of at least five years prior to the date of ap-
-11 plication for registration from a place of business located
12 within the commonwealth.
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