
SENATE 692

To accompany the petition of John E. Powers that Congress be memorialized
to adopt legislation providing that United States armed forces have complete
criminal jurisdiction over all members thereof who are in service in a foreign
country.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united

STATES TO ADOPT LEGISLATION PROVIDING THAT UNITED STATES

ARMED FORCES HAVE COMPLETE CRIMINAL JURISDICTION OVER
ALL MEMBERS THEREOF WHO ARE IN SERVICE IN A FOREIGN
COUNTRY.

Whereas, Members of the armed forces of the United States
who are serving abroad, their civilian components and the de-
pendents of each, are subject to the criminal jurisdiction of cer-
tain countries in which they are on duty, by reason of the NATO
Status of Forces Treaty, the Administrative Agreement with
Japan, and Executive Agreements with other nations; and

Whereas, Said treaty and agreements penalize our servicemen
in foreign service by depriving them of many of the rights granted
by our Constitution, which they are sworn to defend; and

Whereas, Legislation has been introduced in both the Senate
and the House of Representatives of the United States to direct
the President to seek a modification of all such agreements so
that the United States may regain exclusive jurisdiction over the
members of its armed forces for all purposes, or if such a modifica-
tion is refused, then to terminate said agreements; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respect-
fully urges the Congress of the United States to enact the legis-
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lation now pending, or similar legislation, so as to secure a modi-
fication of the provisions of the NATO Status of Forces Treaty
and all other agreements which surrender to foreign nations
criminal jurisdiction over our servicemen; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted by
the secretary of the commonwealth to the President of the
United States, to the presiding officer of each branch of the
Congress and to each member thereof from this commonwealth.


