
SENATE No. 718
To accompany the petition of John E. Yerxa, James C. Bayley and William 

F. Otis for the adoption of resolutions commending the observance of the first 
public singing of the song “ America” . Constitutional Law.

C&e Commontoealtb of e^aggacinisetts« _____________________
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

R esolutio n s  com m en d ing  th e  o b se r v a n c e  of th e  fir st

PUBLIC SINGING OF THE SONG “ AMERICA” .

Whereas, On Sunday, June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and 
fifty-seven and through July sixth, nineteen hundred and fifty- 
seven, the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of the first 
public singing of the great patriotic song “ America” will be cele
brated at the Park Street Church in the city of Boston at cere
monies commemorating the event; and

Whereas, It is fitting and proper that due recognition be given 
to the observance of this memorable event and to a song which 
has been an inspiration to all; and

Whereas, The song “ America”  was written by the Reverend 
Doctor Samuel Francis Smith in the town of Andover, Massa
chusetts, in February, eighteen hundred and thirty-two; and 

Whereas, The first time it was sung publicly was at a children’s 
celebration of American Independence at the Park Street Church, 
Boston, on July fourth, eighteen hundred and thirty-two; and 

Whereas, Although this song was not written with reference to 
any special occasion, it has during the years been widely used as a 
national anthem; therefore be it

^  Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts commends
to all citizens that appropriate recognition be given to the cele
bration of the first public singing of the song “ America” during 
the week of June thirtieth through July sixth, nineteen hundred 
and fifty-seven.




