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Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission,
Boston Logan Airport

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 36
of the General Laws, a copy of the recommendations for legisla-
tion to be contained in the annual report of the commission is
submitted herewith, together with drafts of bills embodying the
legislation recommended. These drafts have been submitted to
the Counsel for the House, as required by law.

Very truly yours,

MASSACHUSETTS AERONAUTICS COMMISSION,

Cbc Commontocaltj) of sgassactmsetts

To Ihe General Court of Massachusetts.

Crocker Snow,
Director of Aeronautics.
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There is a Massachusetts tax on gasoline used in vehicles on
the highways, but not on gasoline used for other purposes. How-
ever, the amount of the highway tax is collected on all gasoline
sold, and the user not subject to the tax has to request and obtain
a refund. In many cases, persons entitled to a tax refund on
aviation gasoline do not request it.

This act makes such unrefunded taxes available for any of the
purposes of chapter 90, sections 35 through 52.

2. An Act to promote the Safety, Welfare and Protection
of Persons and Property in the Air and on the Ground
BY REGULATING THE HEIGHT, LOCATION AND VISUAL IDEN-
TIFICATION Characteristics of Certain Structures.

The safe conduct of air commerce, the safety and welfare of
persons on the ground, and the requirements of national defense
make it necessary that the navigable air space of the Common-
wealth be kept free of hazards to flight.

The most common of such hazards are tall structures which
extend into the otherwise navigable air space.

Two examples of current problems are the plans of a New
Hampshire company to erect a 925-foot tower in Georgetown,
Massachusetts, and of a Providence, Rhode Island, company to
build one 1,039 feet high near Taunton, Massachusetts. Both
of these, -while designed to serve the television needs of people of
neighboring states, would be hazards to en route flight in Massa-
chusetts, and to aircraft using either the Beverly or Taunton
Airport.

At the present time no agency of the Commonwealth has the
power or authority to control the height to which, or the location
at which, either of these proposed structures may be built.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. An Act setting aside Unrbfunded Taxes on Aviation
Gasoline for Aeronautical Purposes.
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This bill, which is based upon a uniform act recommended by
the National Association of State Aviation Officials, and which is
a state-wide application of the principles established by the Gen-
eral Court in chapter 799 of the acts of 1951, an act governing the
height of structures near the Boston Logan Airport, gives the
Aeronautics Commission a measure of general authority to con-
trol the height of structures extending into the navigable air
space of the Commonwealth.




