
Department of Correction
120 Tremont Street, Boston 8, October 18, 1957.

Gentlemen : In accordance with the provisions of section
33 of chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recommen-
dations for legislation to be contained in the Annual Report of
the Department of Correction is submitted herewith, together
with drafts of bills embodying the legislation recommended.

These drafts have been submitted to the Counsel for the
House, as required by law.

Very truly yours

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Commissioner.
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This bill is recommended to clarify the existing law and is
made necessary by decisions of the Supreme Judicial Court, the
Superior Court in actions for declaratory judgment, the interpre-
tations and opinions of the Attorney General, and in addition is
to provide for good conduct deductions of prisoners while on
parole, and for the statutory forfeiture of good conduct deduc-
tion of those who violate parole and are returned, or who are
convicted of an offence committed while confined.

Under the amendment to our laws made by chapter 715 of the
Acts of 1956, many changes were made to provide for the care
and treatment of alcoholics and those sentenced for drunkenness.
One of the changes was the substitution in place of the condi-
tional release by the Commissioner of Correction at any time
within a year by an absolute discharge after the mandatory period
of servitude of sixty days and thereafter at any time within six
months. It was found that the mandatory period of sixty days
required to be served before a release could be made was contra
to and made less effective any treatment program for this type
of offender. It was also found that the absolute discharge also
increased the judicial process of recommitment and expenses
caused thereby; therefore it is recommended in the instant bill
that those sentenced to the Massachusetts Correctional Institu-
tions at Bridgewater and Framingham for drunkenness may be
granted a conditional release at any time after sentence up to
the maximum term of a sentence of six months. Under this type

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. An Act relative to the Penal Institutions of the Com-
monwealth in the Matter of Deduction of Sentence
for Good Conduct.

2. An Act relative to the Conditional Release of Prison-
ers sentenced for Drunkenness to Penal Institutions
OF THE CoMiMONWEALTH.
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of release conditions could be set up including those matters
necessary for treatment, and upon violation of the conditions or
law the offender could be returned during the six-month period to
the institution from which released, and thereby eliminate the
need for a further court commitment and the expense entailed.




