
No. 674 oHOUSE

4

Department of Public Health
A

To the General Court of Massachusetts

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30
of the General Laws, a copy of the recommendations for legisla-
tion to be contained in the annual report of this Department is
submitted herewith, together with drafts of bills embodying the
legislation recommended. These drafts have been submitted to
the Counsel for the House, as required by law.

Very truly yours,

SAMUEL B. KIRKWOOD,

Cfte Commontocaltb of sgasgacbugetts

Commissioner of Public Health.
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1. An Act providing for the Admission of Patients with

Chronic Disease to County Tuberculosis Hospitals
under Certain Conditions.

This bill provides for the admission of patients with chronic
disease to county tuberculosis sanatoria under the following
conditions: That the trustees of the sanatoria decide whether
patients with chronic disease may be admitted to the district
tuberculosis sanatorium; that sufficient beds be available at all
times for tuberculosis patients in the district; that the sanatoria
be licensed by the Department of Public Health for the treatment
of chronic disease; and that the trustees determine the rates to
be charged for the care of these patients. This bill is introduced
because there is a great and urgent need for hospital beds for
patients requiring long-term, expert nursing care. The occu-
pancy rate in tuberculosis sanatoria is constantly decreasing, and
the per capita cost is rapidly increasing. The proposed legisla-
tion, which has wide support, is one method of attacking these
problems.

2. An Act providing for the Admission of Children with
Rheumatic Heart Disease and Children with Chronic
Diseases to North Reading State Sanatorium.

It is proposed to amend section 658 of chapter 111 of the
General Laws, which provides for the admission of children with
rheumatic fever to North Reading State Sanatorium, so that
children with chronic diseases may also be admitted to that
institution for treatment. In certain instances children with
long-term illness who are unsuitable for care in general hospitals
require prolonged periods of care which cannot be provided in
the home. Among these groups which require long-term super-
vision and therapy are children with chronic asthma conditions
and cystic fibrosis. Permission is being requested to establish a
treatment center for this type of case at the North Reading State
Sanatorium.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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3. An Act authorizing the Department of Public Health
to make Contracts for the Operation of Concessions
in its Institutions.

This bill will amend chapter 497 of the Acts of 1956 so that all
the departmental institutions will be permitted to make con-
tracts for the operation and control of concessions. This request
has been made necessary because of the constantly increasing
volume of patients seen in the outpatient clinics in the various
institutions. For example, at Pondville Hospital approximately
15,000 outpatients are seen every year.

4. An Act prohibiting the Employment in Schools or
Persons suffering prom Tuberculosis in a Communi-
cable Form and providing for Periodic Examinations
of School Employees.

This proposed legislation will amend section 558 of chapter 71
of the General Laws, so that a negative intradermal tuberculin
test could be submitted in lieu of an X-ray to show that a school
employee does not have tuberculosis in a communicable form.
Those individuals having a positive tuberculin reaction would
require a chest X-ray as already provided for in the bill. With
the increased hazards of excessive X-ray radiation every effort
must be made by public health officials to reduce the total amount
of X-ray exposure to any individual.

3. An Act regulating the Use of Certain Machines.
The purpose of this bill is to provide protection for the people

of this Commonwealth from indiscriminate, unnecessary and
potentially harmful exposure to radiation. The use of fluoro-
scopic shoe-fitting machines for the fitting of shoes is unnecessary
and the use of such machines for other than diagnostic or thera-
peutic purposes should be prohibited. In the opinion of public-
health workers and the National Committee on Radiation Pro-
tection every effort should be made to minimize exposure of the
population to any and all types of ionizing radiation both for the
protection of the individual and the present and future population.

Although the Department has recently prescribed rules and
regulations for the control of fluoroscopic shoe-fitting machines
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as directed under the provisions of chapter 595 of the Acts of
1956, in view of the fact that the use of such machines is un-
necessary, the Department is still of the opinion that the use of

uch machines should be prohibited rather than regulated

6. An Act relative to the Admissibility of Records or
Hospitals, Dispensaries or Clinics and Sanatoria.

This legislation is proposed to extend to dispensaries or clinics
and sanatoria the privilege now enjoyed by hospitals of certi-
fying records of treatment and medical history, and delivering
them to clerks of court for production at trial or hearing.

7. An Act relative to the Approval op Certain Proposed
Corporations.

This legislation is proposed to co-ordinate the actions of the
Department of Public Health and the Commissioner of Corpora-
tions and Taxation in the specialized instances where a corpora-
tion will require a license from the Department of Public Health.

8. An Act providing for Examination and Registration
of Graduates of Foreign Medical Schools who are
Applicants for Registration as Physicians.

The purpose of this legislation is to provide screening of gradu-
ates of certain foreign medical schools who desire to be licensed to
practice in Massachusetts.


