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Office of the Secretary

State House, Boston 33, November 6, 1957

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with General Laws, chapter 30, sections 33 and
33A, as amended, I have the honor to submit herewith such por-
tions of my annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 46) as embody recom-
mendations for legislation, accompanied by drafts of proposed
measures to cover such recommendations as require the enact-
ment of legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

Cbe Commcmtoealtl) of Massachusetts

EDWARD J. CRONIN,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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1. An Act providing for the Service of Process by the

State Secretary in Certain Cases.

This office has found chapter 227, section 5, as now written,
to be defective. This section requires the secretary to give notice
to absent defendants in certain cases, but does not set forth how
such notice is to be given. There has been considerable misunder-
standing as to the interpretation of this section and some doubt
as to its validity.

To make certain the action to be taken by the secretary, legis-
lation defining his duties is necessary.

The proposed changes correct this situation, and it is believed
they meet the constitutional requirement of due process.

2. An Act relative to the Registration of Labels and
Trade-marks.

The files of the office of the Secretary of State are cluttered with
some 13,000 obsolete unused or abandoned trade-marks, requir-
ing considerable storage space which should be made available
for live and active records.

There is no provision of law which authorized the Secretary
to cancel, rescind or otherwise dispose of these obsolete and unused
trade-marks or trade names. The original trade-mark law was
passed in 1890 and has not been changed in substance in over
sixty years. A survey of our sister States shows that most have
passed legislation dealing with this problem, and the basic solu-
tion was found to be renewal clauses after a period of years.

The office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth has accepted
and recorded approximately 19,000 trade-marks since 1890, the
majority of which are not in active use today.

A statute requiring renewal after a period of years will clear
the active files of thousands of these obsolete trade-marks and
allow them to be used by persons seeking registration of the
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same. This statute would also bring our Commonwealth in con-
formity with the general trend in the United States today.

The cost involved is minimal, and a measure regulated to ac-
complish the purposes herein stated is filed herewith.

3. An Act relative to Administration in the Office of

the State Secretary.

To insure efficient administration, deputies should be avail-
able at this office during all business hours. Necessary attend-
ance at conferences, hearings, court sessions, travel to regional
meetings of municipal and county officers, illness and vacation
absences frequently result in the presence of but a single deputy
at the office on many business days. To overcome this situation,
authorization for the appointment of a division head as fourth
deputy is recommended.

It is emphasized that no new position is being created. No
additional expense will be required. This is merely requesting
authorization to appoint an employee to perform the duties of a
deputy.
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