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By Mr. Eaton of Concord, petition of Otis M. Whitney relative to the giving of
notice by police officers to violators of certain motor vehicle laws to appear before
district courts. The Judiciary.

f

An Act relative to the giving of notice by police officers
TO VIOLATORS OF CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS TO APPEAR
BEFORE A DISTRICT COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 29A, inserted by section 4 of chapter 570 of the
3 acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof the following sec
4 tion:
5 Section 29A. It shall be the duty of any police officer or any
6 person appointed by the registrar under section twenty-nine who
7 observes a violation of any statute, by-law, ordinance or regu-
8 lation relating to the operation or control of motor vehicles
9 other than violations of section twenty A forthwith to give to

10 the offender a notice to appear before the district court having
11 jurisdiction, at the time and place designated in said notice.
12 Such time as specified in the notice to appear must be at least
13 five days after the alleged violation unless the person charged
14 with the violation shall request an earlier hearing. Such notice,
15 the form of which shall be approved by the administrative

*l6 committee of the districts courts, the chief justice of the muni-
17 cipal court of the city of Boston and the registrar of motor
18 vehicles, shall be in quadruplicate and shall contain the name
19 and address of the offender and, if served in hand at the time of
20 such violation, the number of his license, if any, to operate
21 motor vehicles, the registration number of the vehicle involved
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22 and the time and place for appearance. Such notice shall be
23 signed by the officer or other person observing such violation.
24 When received by the violator such notice shall constitute
25 a summons to appear in the court and at the time stated therein.
26 At or before the completion of each tour of duty, the police
27 officer, or person observing such violation, shall give to his
28 department the copies of each notice of said violation. Said
29 department shall retain and safely preserve one of such copies
30 and shall, at a time not later than the beginning of the next
31 court day after said delivery or mailing, deliver another of sucU
32 copies to the clerk of the court before whom the offender has been
33 notified to appear. One copy, signed by the officer and endorsed
34 by the head of the department or by a person authorized by the
35 head of the department, shall be immediately delivered or mailed
36 to the registrar. The remaining copy shall be retained for the
37 police records.
38 If any person fails to appear in accordance with the require-
-39 ments of the summons that has been issued to him, the clerk
40 shall, in the case of a first or second offence, but for no subsequent
41 offence, send such person, by registered mail, return receipt
42 requested, a notice that the complaint is pending and that, if
43 the person fails to appear within twenty-one days from the send-
-44 ing of such notice, a warrant for his arrest shall be issued and the
45 registrar of motor vehicles notified to suspend his right or
46 license to operate motor vehicles. If any person fails to appear
47 within twenty-one days from the sending of such notice or in
48 accordance with the summons issued, as the case may be, the
49 court shall issue a warrant for his arrest and the clerk shall
50 notify the registrar, who shall forthwith suspend the right of
51 such person to operate motor vehicles, or his license, if any, to
52 operate the same, and shall not reinstate such right or license
53 or issue a renewal thereof to such person until after notice from
54 the clerk of the court disposing of such complaint that the
55 same has been disposed of in accordance with law; and it shall be^
56 the duty of the clerk of the court disposing of such complaint
57 to notify the registrar forthwith that such case has been disposed
58 of. The provisions of section thirty-five Aof chapter two hun-
-59 dred and eighteen shall not apply to process issued under this
60 section.


