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By Mr. Rawson of Newton, petition of George E. Rawson relative to requiring
theregistration of certain motor boats and relating to the equipment and operation
ofsuch boats. Public Safety.

An Act requiring the registration of certain motor boats
AND RELATING TO THE EQUIPMENT AND OPERATION OF SUCH

BOATS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every boat, mechanically propelled, which is to
2 be operated on the territorial waters of the commonwealth shall
3 first be registered in accordance with the provisions of this act.

1 Section 2. The owner of such boat shall make application
2 for such registration to the commissioner of natural resources,
3 in this chapter called the commissioner, who shall furnish him
4 with a numbered certificate of registration.

1 Section 3. The commissioner shall cause a record to be kept
2 of all registrations granted under the provisions of this act,
3 which shall constitute a public record.

1 Section 4. The commissioner is hereby authorized to dele-
-2 gate to city and town clerks and to police chiefs the power to
3 receive applications for registration under the provisions of this
4 act.
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1 Section 5. The registration fee shall be three dollars, and
2 all income received by the commissioner from registration shall
3 be used for the sole purpose of the administration of this act.

1 Section SA. The commissioner from time to time may, after
2 due notice and a public hearing, promulgate and amend rules
3 and regulations for the purpose of administering this act. No
4 such rule or regulation shall be inconsistent with any provision
5 of this act.

1 Section 6. Upon receipt of the certificate of award of num-
-2 ber, and before any boat is operated as herein provided, the
3 number shall be painted or attached to each bow of the vessel
4 (boat) and shall be in block characters of good proportion and
5 not less than three inches in height, reading from left to right
6 and parallel with the water line. The number shall also be of a
7 color in contrast to the color of the hull so as to be distinctly
8 visible and legible.

1 Section 7. The commissioner shall, upon application, issue
2 transferable plates for those engaged in the business of selling
3 or manufacturing boats or motors.

1 Section 8. The certificate of registration shall be kept on
2 the boat at all times while the boat is in use, and the person
3 operating or authorized to use the same shall exhibit the regis-
-4 tration certificate upon request.

1 Section 9. Any person owning a registered boat that has
2 been abandoned or destroyed shall within thirty days notify the
3 commissioner in writing of such destruction or abandonment,
4 and such registration, upon receipt of said notice, shall become
5 null and void.

1 Section 10. Whoever transfers the ownership of a boat so
2 registered shall surrender the registration certificate of such
3 boat to the commissioner within ten days. Said certificate shall
4 then become null and void. The commissioner shall, upon ap-
-5 plication, issue a certificate of registration to the new owner in
6 such manner as he may prescribe.
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1 Section 11. All motor boats shall carry a United States
2 Coast Guard approved life preserver, ring buoy, or buoyant
3 cushion in good serviceable condition for each person on board.

1 Section 12. Every motor boat operated on the territorial
2 waters of the commonwealth shall, in all weather from sunset
3 to sunrise, exhibit lights when under way as prescribed by this
4 section, and no other lights which may be mistaken for those
5 prescribed by this section shall be exhibited.
6 (a) All motor boats up to twenty-six feet in length shall carry
7 the following lights: (1) a bright white light aft to show all
8 around the horizon; (2) a combined light in the fore part of the
9 vessel and lower than the white light aft, showing green to star-

-10 board and red to port, so fixed as to throw the light from right
11 ahead to two points abaft the beam on their respective sides.
12 ( b) Boats over twenty-six feet in length shall carry: (1) a
13 bright white light aft to show all around the horizon; (2) in-
-14 dividual running lights (not combination lights) red to port and
15 green to starboard, visible at least one mile, and a bright white
16 light in the fore part of the boat showing from right ahead to
17 two points abaft the beam on both sides, visible for two miles.
18 (c) All boats in use, but not under way, between sunset and
19 sunrise, shall display a white light visible three hundred and
20 sixty degrees on the horizon.

1 Section 13. All motor boats shall carry at least one hand-
-2 operated portable fire extinguisher of a type approved by the
3 commissioner or by the United States Coast Guard. This re-
-4 quirement shall not apply to boats, less than twenty-six feet in
5 length of open construction, having no compartments or en-
-6 closed spaces, and which are not carrying passengers for hire.
7 The commissioner shall set up and from time to time may amend
8 standards for such approval which shall be based upon generally
9 accepted principles of fire prevention practices.

1 Section 14. A motor boat shall be considered as overloaded
2 when its load (including the motor) causes the boat to settle in
3 the water lower than one half the distance between the unloaded
4 water line and the gunwale.
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1 Section 15. Two or more ventilators with cowls or their
2 equivalent, and which are capable of removing gases from bilges
3 in engine and fuel tank compartments, shall be required on
4 boats which use gas or fuel of a flashpoint less than one hundred
5 and ten degrees Fahrenheit. Motor boats so constructed as to
6 have the greater portion of the bilges under the fuel tanks open
7 and exposed to the natural atmosphere at all times are not re-
-8 quired to be fitted with such ventilators.

1 Section 16. Carburetors on all engines on motor boats, other
2 than outboard engines, shall be fitted with an effective device
3 for arresting backfire.

1 Section 17. A control for shutting off the motor shall be
2 provided at the steering position of the operator of the boat.

1 Section 18. All motor boats subject to the provisions of this
2 act and which are under sixteen feet in length shall be equipped
3 with suitable paddles or oars and oarlocks.

1 Section 19. Section 15 of chapter 102 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tei centenary Edition, is hereby amended in
3 line 10 by striking out the words “commissioner of public
4 safety” as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 commissioner of natural resources.

1 Section 20. Section 15A of said chapter 102 is hereby
2 amended in line 7 as so appearing by inserting after the word
3 “by” the words;-—department of natural resources. And by
4 adding at the end thereof the following paragraph:
5 Whoever operates or knowingly causes to be operated, or
6 navigated, a motor boat in violation of the provisions of this
7 section shall, after a hearing or review of the complaint by the
8 commissioner of natural resources, forfeit his registration for a
9 period of not less than thirty days. Whoever is convicted of

10 overloading a boat or causing a collision, injury, loss of life or
11 limb, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand
12 dollars or imprisonment for not more than two years, or both.
13 Any appeal from the decision of the commissioner of natural
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14 resources shall be brought in the district court having jurisdic-
-15 tion in the district where the offence occurred.

Section 21. Said chapter 102 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 158 as so appearing and inserting in place
thereof the following:

1
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Section 158. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other
general or special law, no city or town shall minimize or derogate
from any of the provisions of this act, but may by ordinance or
by-law enact further regulations not inconsistent with law and
which shall be subject to the approval of the commissioner.
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Section 22. Section sixteen of said chapter one hundred and
two is hereby repealed.
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Section 23. The commissioner may permit reciprocal recog-
nition of motor boats registered in other states. The owner of
any such boat shall comply with all other provisions of this act.
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Section 24. Any boat which is documented or registered
with the United States Coast Guard or with any other govern-
ment agency, in accordance with the laws of the United States,
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shall not be required to be registered pursuant to the provisions
of this act.
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Section 25. If any provision of this act is held to be uncon-
stitutional such shall not apply to any other provision.
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