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By Mr. Bisbee of Chesterfield, petition of the Massachusetts Farm Bureau
Federation Inc. for legislation to define and clarify agricultural fairs. Agriculture.

4
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 128 of the General Laws, as most recently amended
2 by chapter 386 of the acts of 1952, is hereby further amended
3 by adding the following sections:
4 Section 18. Agricultural fairs are competitive exhibits of
5 agricultural, horticultural and floricultural products of farming,
6 including any of those named, and such other things set forth in
7 section two, paragraph (/) of this act, as most recently amended
8 by chapter six hundred and ninety-four of the acts of nineteen
9 hundred and fifty-six, with or without additional attractions.

10 Section IC. A fair shall be classified as a primary agricultural
11 fair when it shall have been in existence and active for the past
12 five consecutive years, open to competition to all agricultural,
13 horticultural and floricultural exhibitors who are bona fide citi-
-14 zens of the commonwealth, in so far as facilities are available,
15 and open to any exhibits of a nature set forth in paragraph (/)

16 of this chapter; provided, the land utilized for such fair shall be
17 of an area of not less than ten acres, the buildings of a permanent

1 18 nature, and shall run not less than three consecutive days
19 annually; and the premiums offered by the owner or owners,
20 society or association for agricultural exhibits, as defined in this
21 act, shall total not less than five hundred dollars, exclusive of
22 such sums as may be added by the commonwealth. Such fairs
23 shall be considered state and county fairs for the purposes of
24 this or any other chapter of the General Laws.
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25 Section ID. Secondary fairs are community, local, Grange
26 and other fairs held by any community, local or Grange group
27 under conditions less than those required by the definition of a
28 major fair. They are not to be considered as state or county
29 fairs for the purposes of this or any other chapter of the General
80 Laws. Such fairs shall, notwithstanding, clearly come under
31 section two, paragraph (/) of this chapter, as most recently
32 amended by chapter six hundred and ninety-four, acts of nine-
-33 teen hundred and fifty-six; provided, further, that the depart-
-34 rnent shall be satisfied that premiums offered shall be competitive
35 for exhibits that are competitive and meet standards as to
36 quality and condition, in each category of agricultural, horticul-
-37 tural or floricultural products and such other purposes as may
38 appear in said paragraph (/), and when the department shall
39 further be satisfied that the fair in this class is to be conducted
40 in such manner as to sufficiently promote agriculture, horticul-
-41 ture or floriculture to warrant participation by the department;
42 and provided, further, that the owners, managers, societies or
43 associations shall provide for and promote any or all of the
44 classes of exhibits listed in section two, paragraph (/) if re-
-45 quested by bona fide exhibitors.
46 Section lE. The department is empowered to withdraw
47 support of any fair whose management shall fail to keep from
48 exhibit inferior, dirty or below standard animals or products.


