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By Mr. Vaitses of Melrose, petition of Theodore J. Vaitses for adoption of a
resolution by the General Court requesting Congress to call a convention for pro-

an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to require annual
*oalancing of the budget by limiting federal expenditures. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight

Resolutions requesting congress to call a convention for
PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED
STATES TO REQUIRE ANNUAL BUDGET BALANCING BY LIMITING
CONGRESSIONAL EXPENDITURES IN ANY FISCAL YEAR TO THE
ESTIMATED RECEIPTS OF THE GOVERNMENT FOR THAT FISCAL
YEAR, EXCEPT IN TIMES OF DIRE EMERGENCY TO BE DETERMINED
BY THREE-FOURTHS VOTE OF THE CONGRESS.

Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts, acting in
pursuance of Article V of the Constitution of the United States,
hereby requests the Congress of the United States that it call a
convention under said Article for the purpose of proposing an
Amendment to said Constitution, as follows:

ARTICLE

Section 1. On or before the fifteenth day after the beginning
4of each regular session of the Congress, the President shall trans-

mit to the Congress a budget which shall set forth his estimates of
receipts of the government, other than trust funds, during the
ensuing fiscal year under the laws then existing, and his recom-
mendations with respect to expenditures to be made from funds
other than trust funds during such ensuing fiscal year, which
shall not exceed such estimate of receipts. If the Congress shall
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authorize expenditures to be made during such ensuing fiscal year
in excess of such estimated receipts, it shall not adjourn for more
than three days at a time until action has been taken necessary to
balance the budget for such ensuing fiscal year. In case of war or
other grave national emergency, if the President shall so recom-
mend, the Congress by a vote of three fourths of all the members of
each house may suspend the foregoing provisions for balancing the
budget for periods, either successive or otherwise, not exceeding
one year eacl

take effect on the first day of the
ratification of this article.

Section 2. This article shall
calendar year next following the

Section 3. This article shall
been ratified as an amendment
lures of three fourths of the
from the date of its submission
be it further

be inoperative unless it shall have
to the Constitution by the legisla-
several states within seven years
to the states by the Congress; and

rf the commonwealth be, and heResolved, That the secretary

hereby' is, directed to send a duly certified copy of these resolutions
to the President of the United States and to the presiding officer of
each branch of the Congress of the United States and to each mem-
ber thereof from this commonwealth.


