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By Mr. Catino of Medford, petition of Michael Catino relative to the filling of
vacancies in certain elective offices. Election Laws

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act relative to the filling of vacancies in certain elec-
tive OFFICES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of t x same, as oitou

of the General Laws is hereby
on 139, as most recently amended
343, and inserting in place thereof

1 Section 1. Chapter 54
2 amended by striking out secti
3 by chapter 49 of the acts of 1
4 the followin

5 Section 139. Upon failure to choose a senator in Congress or
6 upon a vacancy in said office the governor shall make a temporary
7 appointment to fill the vacancy, and the person so appointed
8 shall serve for the unexpired term of said office.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 142, as appearing in the Tercentena

3 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the followin.m piac

4 Section IA2. Upon failure to choose a district attorney, clerk
5 of the courts or, in Suffolk county, of the supreme judicial or

* 6 superior court, register of probate and insolvency or sheriff, the
7 governor shall cause precepts to be issued to the proper officers
8 directing them to call an election on the day appointed therein
9 for the election of such office.

10 Upon a vacancy by removal or otherwise in the office of clerks
11 of the courts or, in Suffolk county, of the supreme judicial or
12 superior court, he shall in like manner cause precepts to be
13 issued for an election to fill such vacancy at the next biennial
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14 state election for which precepts can be seasonably issued,
15 unless the term of the office expires on the first Wednesday of
16 January following such state election. Upon a vacancy in the
17 office of district attorney, register of probate and insolvency or
18 sheriff, the governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
19 may appoint some person thereto to fill the vacancy, and the
20 person so appointed shall serve for the unexpired term of said
21 office. Upon a vacancy in the office of the clerk of the court in
22 any county, or of the clerk of the supreme judicial court in
23 Suffolk county, the justices of said court may appoint a clerk
24 to hold the office until a clerk is qualified.
25 Upon a vacancy in the office of a clerk of the superior court
26 in Suffolk county, the justices of said court may appoint a clerk
27 to hold the office until a clerk is qualified.


