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By Mr. Christopher A. lannella of Boston, petition of Christopher A. lannella
that the Boston housing authority be required to obtain approval of the Boston
city council after it has held a public hearing before acquiring or designating sites
for public housing and redevelopment areas. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight

An Act requiring the boston housing authority to obtain
APPROVAL OF THE BOSTON CITY COUNCIL AFTER IT HAS HELD A
PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE ACQUIRING OR DESIGNATING SITES FOR

PUBLIC HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AREAS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Subsection ( b ) of section 26P of chapter 121 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in chapter 574 of the acts of 1946, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “same” in line 13 of said
4 subsection the following words: except in the city of Boston
5 the Boston Housing Authority shall first obtain approval from
6 the city council, after a public hearing, before acquiring or
7 designating sites for public housing or redevelopment areas,
8 so that said subsection shall read as follows:
9 (b) To determine what areas within its jurisdiction constitute

10 sub-standard or decadent areas and to prepare plans for the
11 clearance thereof; to provide housing projects for families of
12 low income; to engage in land assembly and redevelopment
13 projects; to provide housing for families of low income in rural
14 areas in accordance with the provisions set forth in section
15 twenty-six II; to take by eminent domain under chapter seventy-
-16 nine or chapter eighty A, or to purchase or lease, or to acquire
17 by gift, bequest or grant, and hold, any property real or personal,
18 or any interest therein, found by it to be necessary or reasonably
19 required to carry out the purposes of the Housing Authority
20 Law, or any of its sections, except in the city of Boston the
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21 Boston Housing Authority shall first obtain approval from
22 the city council, after a public hearing, before acquiring
23 or designating sites for public housing or redevelopment
24 areas, and to sell, exchange, transfer or assign the same; pro-
-25 vided, that in case of a taking by eminent domain under said
26 chapter seventy-nine, the provisions of section forty of said
27 chapter shall be applicable, except that the security therein re-
-28 quired shall be deposited with the mayor of the city or the
29 selectmen of the town in which the property to be taken is
30 situated; to clear and improve any property so acquired; to
31 engage in or contract for the construction, reconstruction, al-
-32 teration, remodeling or repair ofany clearance or housing project
33 or parts thereof; to act as agent of, or to co-operate with the fed-
-34 eral government in any clearance, land assembly and redevelop-
-35 ment, or housing project; to lease, to operate, and, subject to
36 the limitations set forth in section twenty-six FF, to establish,
37 or revise, schedules of rents for any such project or part thereof
38 undertaken by it; to borrow money as hereafter provided upon
39 the security of its bonds, notes or other evidences of indebted-
-40 ness and to secure the same by mortgages upon property held
41 or to be held by it or by pledge of its revenue, including grants
42 or contributions by the federal government, or in any other law-
-43 ful manner, and in connection with the incurrence of any in-
-44 debtedness to covenant that it shall not thereafter mortgage the
45 whole or any specified part of its property or pledge the whole
46 or any specified part of its revenues; to invest in securities legal
47 for the investment of funds of savings banks any funds held by
48 it and not required for immediate disbursement; to enter into,
49 execute and carry out contracts with any urban redevelopment
50 corporation organized under section three of chapter one hun-
-51 dred and twenty-one A for the purchase, sale, lease or exchange
52 of property; to enter into, execute and carry out contracts, in-
-53 eluding contracts with the federal government, and all other
54 instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of the powers
55 granted in the Housing Authority Law; and to make, and from
56 time to time to amend or repeal, by-laws, rules and regulations
57 to carry into effect its powers and purposes under the Housing
58 Authority Law; provided, that the same are not inconsistent
59 with the Housing Authority Law, or with the pertinent rules and
60 regulations of the housing board or with law.


