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By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of John J. Connelly, Robert H. Quinn, Alfred
R. Voke and another for legislation relative to the care and protection of children.
Public Welfare.

An Act relative to the care and protection of children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 24, as appearing in section 1 of
3 chapter G46 of the acts of 1954, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section;
5 Section 2/+. The Boston juvenile court, or the juvenile session
6 of any district court of the commonwealth, except the municipal
7 court of the city of Boston, upon the petition of any person
8 alleging on behalf of a child under the age of sixteen years within
9 the jurisdiction of said court that said child is without necessary

10 and proper physical, educational or moral care and discipline,
11 or is growing up under conditions or circumstances damaging
12 to a child’s sound character development, or who lacks proper
13 attention ofparent, guardian with care and custody, or custodian,
14 and whose parents or guardian are unwilling, incompetent or
15 unavailable to provide such care, may issue a summons or pre-
-16 cept to bring such child before said court, shall issue a notice to
17 the department and shall issue summons to both parents of the
18 child to show cause why the child should not be committed to
19 the custody of the department of public welfare, or other ap-
20 propriate order made. If after reasonable search no such parent
21 can be found, summons shall be issued to the child’s lawful

ardian, if anv, known to reside within the commonwealth,
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23 and if not, to the person with whom such child last resided, if
24 known. Upon the issuance of the summons or precept and order
25 of notice the court may appoint a person qualified under sec-
-26 tion three to make a report to the court under oath of an investi-
-27 gation into conditions affecting the child. Said report shall then
28 be attached to the petition and be a part of the record.

1 Section 2. Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 25 as appearing in section 1 of
3 chapter 646 of the acts of 1954 and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 25. When such child is taken into custody on said
6 summons or precept and brought before said court, it may then
7 hear said petition, or said petition may be continued to a time
8 fixed for hearing, and the court may allow the child to be placed
9 in the care of some suitable person or charitable corporation

10 upon furnishing surety for the further appearance of said child;
11 or the child may be committed to the custody of the department
12 until surety is furnished, pending a hearing on said petition.

1 Section 3. Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 26 as appearing in section 1 of
3 chapter 646 of the acts of 1954, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 26. If the child is identified by the court and it ap-
-6 pears that the precept and summonses have been duly and
7 legally served, and that said notice has been issued to the de-
-8 partment, the court may excuse the child from the hearing and
9 proceed to hear the evidence. If the court finds the allegations

10 in the petition proved within the meaning of this chapter it may
11 adjudge that said child is in need of care and protection and
12 may further continue said petition and allow the child to be
13 placed in the care of some suitable person or charitable corpora-
14 tion upon furnishing surety for the further appearance of the
15 child before said court whenever said court may require; and
16 said court may make such further orders with reference to the
17 care and custody of the child as may be conducive to his best
IS interests; or said court may commit the child to the custody of
19 the department until lie becomes twenty-one years of age, or for
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20 a less time; and the department may discharge said child from
21 its custody whenever the object of his commitment has been ac-
-22 complished. The court may, in appropriate cases, after a hear-
-23 ing as provided for in section twenty-eight, order the parents, or
24 parent, or guardian of said child to reimburse the common-
-25 wealth or other agency for care.

1 Section 4. Section 27 of chapter 119 of the General Laws, as
2 inserted by section 1 of chapter 646 of the acts of 1954, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “and”, in line 7, the fol-
-4 lowing words: - if said parent, guardian or other person, ap-
-5 pearing on behalf of the child fails to provide the surety fixed
6 by the court.

1 Section 5. Section 28 of chapter 119 of the General Laws,
2 as inserted by section 1 of chapter 646 of the acts of 1954, is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following
4 sentence: Where the parent, guardian or other person fails to
5 carry out the order of payment, the court, on petition by the
6 person or agency aggrieved, after notice, may cite such parent,
7 guardian or other person for contempt of the court’s order, and
8 after a hearing on the contempt citation may sentence the parent,
9 guardian or other person to imprisonment until the order is

10 complied with, but not for more than one year.
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