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By Mr. Zabriskie of Newburyport (by request), petition of Frederick C. Wil-
bour, Jr., and another for amendment of the marine fish and fisheries laws relating
to the purchase of egg bearing lobsters. Conservation.

i

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight

An Act to amend certain provisions of the marine fish and

FISHERIES LAWS RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF EGG BEARING
LOBSTERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 43 of chapter 130 is hereby amended by striking out
2 the third sentence thereof, so that said section will read a
3 follows:
4 Section J+3. Between March first and October thirty-first,
5 both dates inclusive, in any year, the director may authorize
6 the taking, sale or possession of egg-bearing lobsters by any
7 person licensed under section thirty-eight to catch or take lob-
-8 sters and edible crabs, upon the condition that such egg-bearing
9 lobsters (1) shall be taken, held or delivered in accordance with

10 the instructions of the director to a plant for the propagation
11 of lobsters established and maintained for rearing them from the
12 time of hatching to the bottom-crawling stages, or to a federal

plant maintained within the commonwealth for the same pur-
14 pose; (2) or shall be otherwise disposed of as the director may
15 deem for the best interests of the commonwealth, and persons
16 taking such egg-bearing lobsters under such authority shall be
17 paid by the director to the extent of the appropriation or appro-
-18 priations therefor, but at a rate not above the wholesale market
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19 price of other lobsters. Before any such egg-bearing lobster is
20 so disposed of by liberating, it shall be marked by the director
21 or his authorized agent by punching a single V notch in either
22 of the flippers next to the middle flipper of its tail. If the eggs
23 from the lobsters so obtained shall be hatched the young there-
-24 from shall be reared to the bottom-crawling stages. Lobsters
25 from which eggs have been so hatched, and the young lobsters
26 so reared, shall be liberated, as nearly as possible, in the areas
27 from which such egg-bearing lobsters were obtained, and in tlufl
28 same proportion. Nothing in this section shall be so construed*
29 as to prevent the director from otherwise disposing of lobsters
30 from which eggs have been so removed, or young lobsters so
31 reared, when in the opinion of the director by so doing depleted
32 or non-productive areas may be benefited. The commissioner
33 in his budget estimate, filed pursuant to section three of chapter
34 twenty-nine, shall include a statement of appropriation or ap-
-35 propriations recommended by him for the purpose of carrying
36 this section into effect.
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