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By Mr. Randall of Framingham, petition of William I. Randall that bills re-
ceived by plaintiffs from hospitals, doctors or dentists be admissible as evidence
in actions to recover damages for personal injuries. The Judiciary.

I

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act to facilitate the admission of evidence op doctors,
DENTISTS AND HOSPITAL BILLS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 233 of the General Laws, as amended, is further
2 amended by the addition of the following new section:
3 Section 79G. In any action to recover damages for personal
4 injuries or consequential damages, resulting therefrom, a party
5 may offer as evidence a bill received by the plaintiff from a hos-
-6 pital or doctor (as defined below); provided such bill is for serv-
-7 ices rendered in connection with the personal injuries which are
8 the basis of the action; and provided such bill is subscribed
9 under the pains and penalties of perjury by the doctor or by

10 the hospital acting by its authorized agent.
11 Such evidence shall not be inadmissible as hearsay, but shall
12 be treated like any other evidence on the question of what
13 weight the judge or jury shall give it; provided the plaintiff
14 gives the opposing party or parties, or their attorneys, written

lf> notice, registered mail, return receipt requested, of his intention
*6 to offer such evidence, along with a copy of such evidence, not
17 less than ten days before the trial of the action.
18 An affidavit of such notice and the return receipt, if any, shall
19 forthwith be filed in the clerk’s office.
20 The opposing party or parties shall have the right to summon
21 such doctor or such hospital agent as a witness to testify to the
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22 contents of the sworn bill, or for any other allowable reason,
23 and such right shall be exercised in the same manner as if the
24 opposing party offered to introduce its own evidence or its own
25 witnesses on such a matter, and all costs incidental to such
26 summons of such witnesses shall be borne by the party calling
27 the same.
28 A “doctor” is defined as any physician, surgeon or dentist
29 who is licensed to so practice under the laws of this common-
-30 wealth or under the laws of any state, territory or nation. |-
31 A “hospital” shall include all hospitals required to keep rec-
-32 ords under section seventy of chapter one hundred and eleven
33 or which are in any way licensed or regulated by the laws of this
34 commonwealth or by the laws of any other state or territory,
35 or the District of Columbia, or by the laws and regulations of
36 the United States of America, including hospitals of the Yeter-
-37 ans Administration, or similar type institutions, whether incor-
-38 porated or not.
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