
HOUSE No. 1882
By Mr. Coroa of Fall River, petition of Gilbert M. Coroa for legislation to es-

tablish the Fall River Harbor improvement authority. Harbors and Public Lands.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act establishing the fall river harbor improvement

AUTHORITY.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to enable the city of Fall River to
3 immediately promote and expand opportunities for industrial
4 and marine development of its port and harbor, therefore it is
5 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
6 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be created and established a public
2 body-corporate known as the Fall River Harbor Improvement
3 Authority, hereinafter referred to as the “Authority”, which
4 shall consist of the mayor of Fall River, ex officio, and six
5 members, all original members to be appointed by the mayor
6 of the city of Fall River and confirmed by the city council of
7 said city, each of said members to hold the office until a suc-
8 cessor is elected and qualified; they shall serve without com-
9 pensation. The initial appointments to the Authority shall

10 be made as follows;

11 Two for a term of one year; two for a term of two years:
'<sl2 two for a term of three years. Failure to attend three successive

13 meetings, except for cause recognized by the Authority members,
14 shall disqualify a member from further service, and his position
15 shall thereby be vacated.
16 Member vacancies, however created, either by term expira-
-17 tion, resignation, death or otherwise, shall be filled by election
18 by majority vote of remaining members.
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1 Section 2. The Authority shall replace the existing Port
2 Authority and shall be in administrative charge of the port
3 of Fall River; shall cause to be made all necessary plans for
4 the development of Fall River waterfront and harbor; shall
5 have immediate charge of the lands, piers and other structures
6 and facilities now or hereafter owned by the city or conveyed
7 to the city by the commonwealth in said port; shall administer
8 all land and water terminal facilities under its control; shall
9 keep itself thoroughly informed as to the present and probable

10 future requirements of steamships and shipping, and as to the
11 best means which can be provided at said port for the accommo-
-12 dations of steamships, railroads, warehouses and commercial
13 and industrial establishments.

1 Section 3. Port of Fall River defined. —-“For the purpose
2 of this chapter the port of Fall River is defined to be all of the
3 tidewater lying northerly of the Rhode Island state line at
4 Tiverton, north to a line across Taunton river at the Fall River-
-5 Freetown line.”

1 Section 4. The Authority, within the limit of the authoriza-
-2 tion granted therefor by the general court, may acquire by pur-
-3 chase or otherwise or take by eminent domain, under chapter
4 seventy-nine of the General Laws, and may hold such real
5 property and such rights and easements therein as the Authority
6 may from time to time consider necessary for the purpose of
7 constructing, or securing the constructing or utilizing, of piers
8 and, in connection therewith, highways, railroad connections,
9 storage yards and sites for warehouses and commercial and

10 industrial establishments; and may lay out and build thereon,
11 and upon such other lands as under this chapter may be or come
12 under its jurisdiction, such piers, with buildings and appur-
-13 tenances, docks, highways, waterways, railroad connections,
14 storage yards, grain elevators and public warehouses as in the
15 opinion of the Authority may be desirable for commercial and
16 industrial establishments.

1 Section 5. The Authority may buy or sell, and in this con-
-2 nection enter into a purchase and sale agreement for the transfer
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3 of title; and may lease for a period not exceeding ninety-nine
4 years under such covenants and conditions as it may prescribe,
5 industrial and commercial locations, storage facilities, wharves,
6 piers, foreshores, bulkheads, docks, sheds, grain elevators and
7 warehouses within its charge. The Authority may lease sites
8 for warehouses and industrial locations for a longer period,
9 but every lease of such site for a period exceeding twenty years

10 shall provide for a readjustment of the rental at intervals of
;. Subject to the foregoing provi-
\uthority may acquire, purchase,

11 not more than twenty year:
12 sions of this chapter, the
13 hold, sell, lease, sub-lease an
14 land or interest therein to
15 useful, desirable or convent
16 or operation of any pier, wh

therwise deal and dispose of any
ich extent as may be necessary,
t in connection with the leasing

arf, dock, maintenance of the fore
17 shores, operation of warehouses and industrial locations

1 Section 6. The Authority may engage in and carry on the
2 business of wharfinger and warehouseman, and may provide
3 and maintain wharfage, storage accommodations and similar

4 facilities

1 Section 7. The Authority may purchase, acquire, hold,
2 market, sell and dispose of all kinds of property, real, personal
3 and mixed, including rights, franchises and privileges of what-
-4 ever kind and nature which may be necessary, useful or con-
-5 venient as incidental to or in connection with any project spon-
-6 sored or participated in by the Authority for the purpose of
7 developing, promoting, improving or maintaining port and
8 harbor facilities.

1 Section 8. Regulation of Business and Receipts. The
2 operations of the Authority shall be conducted and regulated
3 in such manner as to promote and encourage industrial and

'<j4 commercial development of the port of Fall River to the fullest
5 possible extent by making available to the persons engaged
6 in commerce and industry the piers, wharves and other facilities
7 of the Authority at the lowest cost consistent with sound
8 economy and prudent management. Excess of income received
9 by the Authority over current expenses and liabilities shall be
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10 determined at least annually, and the amount thereof, if any,
11 shall be deposited in a special fund which, after accumulation
12 of a reasonable surplus against loss and depreciation, may be
13 used; first, by the payment on account of any bonded indebted-
-14 ness outstanding on loans which this Authority may have made
15 to accomplish the purpose herein enumerated; and secondly,
16 for the proper construction, reconstruction, replacement or
17 expansion of the sites, buildings, plants and equipment under
18 its jurisdiction as the Authority may from time to time deter-
-19 mine. No profit of any sort shall inure to the Authority in the
20 way of any excess of income over expenditures, except as here-
-21 inbefore defined.

1 Section 9. For the purpose of meeting expenses incurred
2 under this act, the city of Fall River may issue from time to
3 time, upon request of the mayor and by vote of two thirds
4 of the members of said city council, taken by yeas and r

5 Fall River Harbor Improvement Authority bonds in convenient
6 denomination not exceeding fh
7 shall be designated as “Revei
8 primary obligation of the Aut

r e million dollars. Such bonds
ue Bone Fhev
hority and a direct lien upon

9 the operating profits of the Authority. They shall become
10 a municipal obligation of the city of Fail River only to the
11 extent of supplying any financial deficiency which may occur.
12 The entire proceeds from the sale or negotiation of any author-
-13 ized bond issue shall accrue exclusively to the Authority and
14 be used by it for purposes of harbor improvement. Each author-
-15 ized issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such loans shall
16 be payable in not more than thirty years from their issue dates
17 and shall bear on their face the name of the city of Fall River
18 as issuer thereof and bearing the words “Fall River Harbor
19 Improvement Authority Bonds, Acts of 1957.” Indebtedness
20 incurred under this section shall be in excess of the statutory
21 limits prescribed for cities, applicable to the city of Fall Rivei*
22 and, except as herein provided, shall be subject to chapter
23 forty-four of the General Laws.

1 Section 10. (a) Powers and duties of the Fall River Harbor
2 Improvement Authority; the Authority shall be deemed to be
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3 a public instrumentality for the purpose of this act, and by that
4 name the Authority may sue and be sued, plead and be im-
-5 pleaded and be contracted with, and shall have an official seal
6 and may alter the same with pleasure.
7 (6) The mayor of the city of Fall River, ex-officio, shall be
8 chairman of the Authority. A member of the Authority may be
9 removed by the mayor, with approval of the city council, for

10 misfeasance, malfeasance or wilful neglect of duty, but only
11 after reasonable notice and a public hearing by the mayor unless
12 the same are in writing expressly waived. Each appointed
13 member of the Authority, before entering upon his duties, shall
14 qualify by taking an oath before the city clerk to administer
15 the duties of his office faithfully and impartially, and a record
16 of such oaths shall be filed in the office of the city clerk.
17 (c) The Authority shall elect from its membership a chairma
18 a vice-chairman and a secretary; and shall elect a treasurer
19 and assistant secretary who need not be members of the Au-
-20 thority. Four members of the Authority present and voting
21 shall constitute a quorum, and the vote of a majority of the
22 members present shall be necessary for the legality and validity

1 of any action taken by the Authority. No vacancy in or absence
24 of the membership of the Authority shall impair the right of a
25 quorum to exercise all the rights and perform all the duties of the
26 Authority.
27 (d) Before the issuance of any Fall River Harbor Improve-
-28 merit Authority bonds under the provisions of this act, each
29 member of the Authority shall execute a surety bond to the
30 city of Fall River, with a surety company authorized to transact
31 business in this commonwealth as surety, in the penal sum of
32 ten thousand dollars, and the treasurer of the Authority shall
33 execute such a bond in the penal sum of fifty thousand dol
34 conditioned upon the faithful performance of the duties of hi
35 office. Each such surety bond shall be approved by the city

solicitor and filed in the office of the city clerk. The premiums36
37 for such surety bonds shall be paid by the Authority
38 (e) The Authority is hereby empowered to assume the opera
39 tion of the Fall River Line Pier, Inc. It shall have supervision
40 and control of its income, and shall assume and be responsible
41 for all of its contracts and obligations. The Authority mav
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42 employ a managing director for such period, at such remunera-
-43 tion and upon such terms as it sees fit. The manager shall be
44 the executive officer of the Authority, and, subject to its super-
-45 vision and control, shall administer the provisions of this act,
46 regulations and orders issued and promulgated hereunder,
47 and all other laws of the commonwealth which grant powers
48 to or impose duties upon the Authority. He shall attend all
49 meetings of the Authority, but shall have no vote. Said manag-
-50 ing director shall have an office in the city of Fall River, and he
51 may, with the approval of the Authority, employ such experts,
52 counsel, clerks, engineers, assistants and other employees as
53 may be deemed necessary, without regard to the provisions
54 of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, or the rules made
55 thereunder, and may incur such other expenses, including a
56 reasonable expense for advertising and publicizing the port
57 of Fall River, as he may find necessary. Said managing director
58 may travel in the performance of his official duties, within and
59 without the commonwealth, and, while so traveling, may incur
60 necessary expenses in connection therewith. All expenses
61 incurred in carrying out the provisions of this act shall be paid
62 solely from funds provided under the authority of this act,
63 and no liability and obligation shall be incurred by the Au-
-64 thority hereunder beyond the extent to which moneys shall
65 have been provided under authority of this act. All regular
66 salaried employees of the Authority shall be accorded the same
67 rights and privileges as if they were permanent municipal
68 emplojyes of the city of Fall River.
69 The Authority, not later than December first in each year,
70 shall make a report to the mayor and city council of its activities
71 and accomplishments. The report may include specific recom-
-72 mendations for legislation, planned and drafted, as a part of a
73 consistent program to serve the best interest of the port of Fall
74 River, and recommendations for the repeal of any conflicting,
75 obsolete or otherwise undesirable legislation affecting the port.

1 Section 11. The Authority may apply for, receive and
2 accept from any federal or state agency grants for, or in aid
3 of, the acquisition or operation of its project; and acting through
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4 and on behalf of and in the name of the city of Fall River, it
5 may petition the United States government, or any department
6 thereof, and/or the commonwealth of Massachusetts, or any
7 of its departments, to undertake such work for the improve-
-8 ment, development, maintenance and protection of the port
9 of Fall River as may be necessary and desirable, and in con-

-10 junction therewith, the Authority is hereby authorized to make
11 contributions from its own fund for such work as may be ap-
-12 proved by the department of public works of the commonwealth
13 on a participating basis, or otherwise under the provisions of
14 section eleven of chapter ninety-one of the General Laws; and
15 said Authority may receive and accept contributions from any
16 source of either money, property, labor or other things of value,
17 to be held, used and applied only for the purposes for which
18 such grants and contributions may be made; and to do all acts
19 and things necessary or convenient to carry out the powers
20 expressly granted in this act.
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