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By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of Henry J. Allen, Robert H. Quinn and
another relative to the commitment and care of the mentally ill, epileptics, alco-
holics and drug addicts. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act relative to the commitment and care of the mentally

ILL, EPILEPTICS, ALCOHOLICS AND DRUG ADDICTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 51 of chapter 123 is hereby amended by striking out
2 the second paragraph, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 559
3 of the acts of 1956, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 paragraph:
5 Upon receipt of an application for commitment the court
6 shall cause written notice to be personally served upon the
7 person named therein informing the said person of the appli-
-8 cation for commitment and of his right to a hearing at which
9 he can be present and be represented by counsel. A copy of

10 such notice shall be mailed to the nearest relative or guardian
11 of the person served at the last known address of the relative
12 or guardian if such address can be found after diligent search,
13 and such copy shall become a part of the commitment record
14 and be sent with the patient’s record in accordance with the
15 provision of section fifty-four to the institution to which he is
16 committed. The person served shall be allowed forty-eight
17 hours in which to request a hearing, and further time, not less
18 than seventy-two hours, if desired for the preparation of his
19 case. The court may hold a private hearing in court if the
20 superintendent of a state hospital or a private physician, if the
21 person is not in a state institution, certifies that the person has
22 sufficient mentality to understand the nature of a hearing and
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23 that the person can be moved. If the person does not have
24 sufficient mentality to understand the nature of a hearing or
25 cannot be moved or does not request a hearing, the court may
26 order commitment on the application, medical certification
27 and any other evidence it may require. In all cases it shall
28 certify in what place the mentally ill person resided at the time
29 of his commitment; or, if the commitment is ordered by a court
30 under section one hundred or one hundred and one, the court
31 shall certify in what place the mentally ill person resided or
32 was at the time of the arrest upon the charge for which he
33 was held to answer before such court. Such certificate shall,
34 for the purpose of section fifty, be conclusive evidence of the
35 residence of the person committed. In any commitment under
36 section ninety-nine through one hundred and five, inclusive,
37 where the person is before the court in connection with a criminal
38 matter, the court may commit the person to a mental institution
39 in accordance with the provisions of said sections and this
40 section, but no additional hearing as established by this section
41 need be held in addition to the hearings provided in sections
42 ninety-nine through one hundred and five.
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