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By Mr. Asiaf of Brockton, petition of John George Asiaf for legislation to estab-
lish the Brockton arena authority and to provide for the construction by the
Commonwealth of an indoor sports center and auditorium in said city. State
Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight

An Act providing for the maintenance and operation of an
INDOOR SPORTS CENTER AND AUDITORIUM IN THE CITY OF
BROCKTON TO BE CONSTRUCTED BY THE COMMONWEALTH AND
CREATING THE BROCKTON ARENA AUTHORITY AND DEFINING ITS
POWERS AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The authority created by section two of this act is
2 hereby authorized to maintain and operate in the city of Brock
3 ton an arena for the purpose of providing an indoor sports center
4 and auditorium for use primarily by individuals, and school and
5 amateur teams, in the cities and towns constituting the metro-
-6 politan parks district. When there is no substantial demand for
7 the use of said arena or any part thereof, the authority may per-
-8 mit the use of said arena or part thereof for other purposes as
9 provided in this act.

1 Section 2. There is hereby created a public body politic and
2 corporate to be known as the Brockton Arena Authority, which is
3 hereby constituted a public instrumentality; and the exercise
4 by the authority of the powers conferred by this act shall be
5 deemed and held to be the performance of essential govern-
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6 mental functions and the authority shall not be liable for any
7 injury, loss or damage suffered by any person or property by
8 reason of any ordinary or gross negligence of the authority or
9 any of the officers, employees or agents.

10 The authority shall consist of the commissioner of the metro-
-11 politan district commission ex officio and four other members
12 appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the
13 council; provided, however, that the commissioner of the metro-
-14 politan district commission may, whenever from time to time
15 he shall deem it expedient, designate, by a writing filed in the
16 office of the state secretary, a person, for whose acts he shall
17 be responsible, to act in his stead as a member of the authority;
18 and so long as such designation shall remain unrevoked, such
19 designee shall exercise the powers and perform the duties of
20 such commissioner as a member of the authority; but such
21 designee shall not otherwise be deemed to be, or act as, a member
22 of the authority. The four members first appointed by the
23 governor shall be appointed for terms expiring one, two, three
24 and four years, respectively, from May first, nineteen hundred
25 and fifty-eight. As the term of any member so appointed, or of
26 any subsequent appointive member, expires, his successor shall
27 be appointed by the governor, with like advice and consent,
28 for a term of four years. Any vacancy in the office of an appoin-
-29 tive member shall be filled by the governor, with like advice and
30 consent, for the unexpired term. Every appointive member
31 shall be a resident of the metropolitan parks district, and shall,
32 at the time of his appointment, reside in a city or town in which
33 no other member than reside
34 before entering upon his dutiei

Every appointive member
ihall take an oath before the

35 governor to administer the duties of his office faithfully and
36 impartially; and a record of such oaths shall be filed in the office
37 of the state secretary. Every appointive member shall continue
38 in office after the expiration of his term until his successor is
39 duly appointed and qualified. Any appointive member may be
40 removed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the
41 council, for misfeasance, malfeasance or wilful neglect of duty,
42 but only after reasonable notice and a public hearing unless the
43 same are in writing expressly waived.
44 The governor shall from time to time designate one of the
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45 appointive members as chairman and another as vice-chairman;
46 and the authority shall elect a secretary-treasurer who need
47 not be a member of the authority. Three members of the
48 authority shall constitute a quorum; and a vote of three mem-
-49 bers shall be necessary for any action taken by the authority.
50 No vacancy in the membership of the authority shall impair
51 the right of a quorum to exercise all the rights and perform all
52 the duties of the authority.
53 The members of the authority shall serve without compen-
-54 sation, but shall be reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred
55 in the performance of their duties. Every member of the au-
-56 thority shall execute a surety bond in the penal sum of twenty
57 thousand dollars, and the secretary-treasurer shall execute a
58 surety bond in the penal sum of fifty thousand dollars, each such
59 surety bond to be conditioned upon the faithful performance
60 of the duties of his office, to be executed by a surety company
61 authorized to transact business in this commonwealth as surety,
62 and to be approved by the attorney general and filed in the office
63 of the state secretary.

1 Section 3. The authority
2 powered

hereby authorized and em-

3 (a) To adopt by-laws for tl
4 the conduct of its business;
5 (b) To adopt an official seal
6 (c) To sue and be sued, and

Ie regulation of its affairs and

md alter the same at pleasure;
to plead and be impleaded, in

7 its own name:
8 (d) To acquire, hold and dispose of real and personal property
9 in the exercise of its powers and the performance of its duties

10 under this act
11 (e) To maintain, insure, repair and improve said arena and
12 operate the same as an indoor sports center for use primarily
13 by individuals, and school and amateur teams, in the cities and
14 towns constituting the metropolitan parks district, but not to the
15 full exclusion of other individuals or teams; to permit the use of
16 said arena or part thereof for such school and civil athletics
17 and physical education and for such educational, recreative,
18 social, civic, philanthropic and similar purposes as the authority
19 may deem to be for the interest of the people of said cities or
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20 towns; or, when there is no substantial demand for such use
21 of said arena or part thereof, to permit the use of said arena
22 or part thereof for commercial purposes;
23 (f) To provide through its employees, or by the grant of one
24 or more concessions, or in part through its employees and in
25 part by the grant of one or more concessions, for the furnishing
26 of services and things for the accommodation of persons admitted
27 to or using said arena or any part thereof;
28 ( g) To establish rules and regulations, and fix policies for the
29 use of said arena as an indoor sports center and for the other
30 purposes provided for in this act;
31 (h) To fix from time to time and charge and collect fees for
32 admission to, or the use or occupancy of, said arena or any part
33 thereof, and for the grant of concessions therein and for things
34 furnished, or services rendered, by the authority; and
35 (i) To make all contracts and agreements necessary or in-
-36 cidental to the performance of its duties and the execution
37 of its powers under this act, to employ a general manager and
38 such other employees and agents as may be in its
39 judgment, and to fix their compensation, and to do all acts
40 and things necessary or convenient to carry out the powers
41 expressly granted in this act.
42 The authority shall fix such fees under clause (h) as in its
43 judgment are best adapted to insure sufficient income to meet
44 the expenses of the authority.

1 Section 4. If so requested in writing by the authority,
2 the metropolitan district commission may, through the agency
3 of state employees under its control, perform work or render
4 services for the authority; and the authority shall pay the
5 commonwealth therefor the amount which said commission
6 shall determine the performance of such work or the rendition
7 of such services cost the commonwealth.

1 Section 5. Expenses, liabilities and obligations incurred
2 in carrying out the provisions of this act shall not constitute
3 a debt of the commonwealth or of any political subdivision
4 thereof or a pledge of the faith and credit of the commonwealth
5 or of any such political subdivision, but shall be payable solely
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6 from funds provided under authority of this act; and no expense,
7 liability or obligation shall be incurred by the authority under
8 this act beyond the extent to which moneys shall have been
9 provided under the provisions of this act. Any member, agent

10 or employee of the authority who contracts with the authority
11 or is interested, either directly or indirectly, in any contract
12 with the authority shall be punished by a fine of not more than
13 one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one
14 year, or both.

1 Section 6. The authority and all its real and personal
2 property shall be exempt from taxation and from betterments
3 and special assessments; and the authority shall not be re-
-4 quired to pay any tax, excise or assessment to or for the comrnon-
-5 wealth or any of its political subdivisions; nor shall the au-
-6 thority be required to pay any fee or charge for any permit
7 or license issued to it by the commonwealth, by any depart-
-8 ment, board or officer thereof, or by any political subdivision
9 of the commonwealth, or by any department, board or officer
10 of such political subdivision.

1 Section 7. On or before the last day of January in each year,
2 the authority shall make an annual report of its activities for
3 the preceding calendar year to the governor and to the general
4 court. Each such report shall set forth a complete operating
5 and financial statement covering its operations during such
6 year. The authority shall cause an audit of its books to be
7 made at least once in each year by the state auditor; and the
8 cost thereof shall be treated as part of the cost of operating said
9 arena. Such audits shall be deemed to be public records within

10 the meaning of chapter sixty-six of the General Laws

1 Section 8. The department of public works is hereby au-
-2 thorized and directed to construct the arena provided for in
3 this act, after an appropriation has been made therefor. The
4 power of the department to acquire land under section seven of
5 chapter eighty-one of the General Laws is hereby extended to
6 include acquisitions of land which the department deems neces-
-7 sari - to carry out the foregoing requirements. Out of the pro-
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8 coeds from the sale of the bonds in section two herein authorized,
9 there shall be set aside the sum of one hundred thousand dollars

10 as a reserve fund to pay the charges for interest and amortization
11 hereinafter provided for until the earnings from the said arena
12 shall be sufficient to pay said charges and any balance remaining
13 in said reserve fund shall be applied to the payment of the ma-
ll turity of said bonds.

1 Section 9. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon
3 the request of the governor and council, issue and sell at public
4 or private sale bonds of the commonwealth, registered or with
5 interest coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an amount
6 to be specified by the governor and council from time to time,
7 but not exceeding, in the aggregate the sum of one million dollars.
8 All bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be
9 designated on their face Brockton Arena Act of nineteen hundred

10 and fifty-eight, and shall be on the serial payment plan for such
11 maximum term of years not exceeding twenty years as the gov-
-12 ernor may recommend to the general court, pursuant to section
13 three of article LXII of the amendments of the constitution of
14 the commonwealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged
15 that the amounts payable in the several years and the final
16 year shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treas-
-17 urer it is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear
IS interest semiannually at such rate as the state treasurer, with
19 the approval of the governor, shall fix, but bonds shall be payable
20 not earlier than July first, nineteen hundred and sixty, nor later
21 than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty.

1 Section 10. All sums of money collected or received by the
2 Brockton Arena Authority in the exercise of its functions in
3 relation to said arena, including receipts from concessions, rentals
4 or any other use of said arena, shall be accounted for and paid t d*
5 the state treasurer, who shall receive the same, it being intended
6 that as much of the operation and maintenance of said arena as
7 cannot be met by surpluses from said fund shall be paid from the
8 General Fund or revenue of the commonwealth.

1 Section 11. This act shall take effect upon its passage
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