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By Mr. Della Chiesa of Quincy, petition of Amelio A. Della Chiesa and another
that the Commissioner of Natural Resources be directed to institute a compre-
hensive program for the prevention and control of the Dutch elm disease. Con-
servation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act relative to the prevention and control of dutch
ELM DISEASE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The commissioner of natural resources, herein-
2 after in this act called the commissioner, is hereby authorized
3 and directed, with the approval of the board of natural re-
4 sources, to institute a comprehensive program of Dutch elm
5 disease control within the commonwealth. The commissioner
6 shall designate regions wherein serious infestation has occurred.
7 Such regions may consist of a city, town or county, or a group of
8 towns, groups of cities and towns, or a group of counties, and
9 may include such areas as are determined by the commissioner

10 to be so infested or so located as to require such control measures
11 to prevent further spread of the Dutch elm disease. The com-
-12 missioner shall cause notice to be given to each town, city or

p 3 county in the region, as established by him, by notifying the
14 county commissioners, mayor or board of selectmen in writing
15 that in his opinion such infestation requires emergency action
16 by the department to prevent the spread of said disease, and
17 that the commonwealth is to proceed with the control program
18 to be financed jointly by the commonwealth and the counties,

Cljc Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts



No. 2193.HOUSE [Jan. 1958.

1

*

19 cities and towns within the specified region. If the mayor,
20 selectmen or county commissioners desire a hearing on the mat-
-21 ter of such determination, they shall notify the commissioner
22 within ten days after the receipt of the notice. The commis-
-23 sioner shall grant a hearing on such requests within thirty days
24 after receipt of such request, and, following such hearing, the
25 decision of the commissioner shall be final. The cost of such
26 control program, including the interest on any notes issued under
27 section three shall be apportioned one third to the common-
-28 wealth, one third to the counties involved, and one third to the
29 cities and towns in the region, or regions established hereunder.
30 The portion of the cost, as determined by the commissioner, of
31 such work allocated to the counties, cities and towns within any
32 such regions shall be assessed on the counties, cities and towns
33 (in accordance with similar assessment provisions of the gypsy
34 moth bill, chapter one hundred and forty-eight, acts of nineteen
35 hundred and fifty-four).

1 Section 2. To provide a comprehensive program to prevent
2 the spread of the Dutch elm disease, the department of natural
3 resources is authorized to expend, in addition to any sums appro-
-4 printed therefor, the sum of , to be assessed partly
5 to the counties, cities and towns subject to the provisions of
6 section one of this act.

1 Section 3. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon the
3 request of the governor and council, borrow on the credit of the
4 commonwealth from time to time such sums of money as may
5 be required in anticipation of the receipt from cities and towns
6 of their cost of the program.


