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By Mr. Jones of Barnstable (by request), petition of Winchester F. Ingersoll, Jr.i
for a legislative amendment to the Constitution relative to taxation and appropria-
tions. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
RELATIVE TO TAXATION AND APPROPRIATIONS.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be
3 expedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the fol-
-4 lowing Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a
5 part of the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session
6 of the next General Court and approved by the people at the
7 state election next following]:

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

9 Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution is
10 hereby amended by striking out section 3 and section 4 and in-
-11 serting in place thereof the following sections:
12 Section 3. The general court shall provide for an annual tax
13 sufficient to defray the estimated expenses of the commonwealth
14 for each year, and whenever it shall happen that the ordinary

expenses of the commonwealth for any year shall exceed the
16 income of the commonwealth for such year, the general court
17 shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing year sufficient,
18 with other sources of income, to pay the deficiency of the pre-
-19 ceding year together with the estimated expenses of the ensuing
20 year.
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21 Section 4- Every general appropriation bill and supple-
-22 mental appropriation bill for the ordinary expenses of the govern-
-23 ment of the commonwealth before presentation shall have
24 attached thereto a certificate from the comptroller that the
25 total of the appropriations therein provided for is not in excess
26 of the estimated total revenue of the commonwealth for such
27 purposes, including that revenue which may be provided for in
28 the bill, or in any other bill previously passed by the house of
29 representatives for the fiscal year to which the bill is applicable,
30 and an appropriation bill without such certificate shall not be*
31 read the first time in the said house, but shall be returned to the
32 committee on ways and means by the speaker.
33 The general appropriation bill and supplemental appropri-
-34 ation bills shall include only provisions for appropriating funds,
35 provisions affecting revenue, and rules, regulations and pro-
-36 cedures relative thereto; and no provision of an appropriation
37 bill, and no amendment thereto, shall be in order which is not
38 akin to these purposes.
39 After passage on second reading, and before its consideration
40 on third reading, every general appropriation bill and every
41 supplemental appropriation bill shall have attached thereto a
42 certificate from the comptroller that the total of the appropria-
-43 tions therein provided is not in excess of the estimated total
44 revenue of the commonwealth for such purposes, including that
45 revenue which may be provided in the bill, or in any other bill
46 previously passed by the house of representatives, for the fiscal
47 year to which the bill is applicable, and if the comptroller can-
-48 not give such certificate, the speaker shall order the bill recom-
-49 mitted to the ways and means committee. After the report of
50 the committee, any amendments which it shall recommend may
51 be adopted.
52 All state appropriation bills shall be printed at each stage in
53 their passage so as to show the amounts appropriated for any of
54 the purposes therein for the fiscal year immediately preceding^
55 the amounts requested by the institution or department, the
56 amounts recommended by the budget commission, the amounts
57 approved by the ways and means committee, the amounts
58 passed by the house of representatives, and the amounts passed
59 by the senate.


