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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Sixteen days ago, in my annual message, I had occasion to recom-
mend to you that immediate steps be taken to provide the citizens
of the commonwealth with a new state office building.

In the hope that good news would be forthcoming from Washing-
ton that the Federal Government would cooperate in the estab-
lishment of a Federal, State and City of Boston government center,
I had prepared to take immediate action. The cooperation of the
Federal government was made dependent upon the City of Boston
taking action to float a bond issue and the State taking action to
provide a State Office building. Both require legislative action.

The Legislature has already demonstrated that it is aware of the
importance of this venture when yesterday through bi-partisan ac-
tion both the Senate Rules and House Rules Committees admitted
the bill filed by the City of Boston for the issuance of bonds total-
ling fifty million dollars to be used in the construction of Federal
and City of Boston office buildings.

It is now apparent that the state government of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts is the key factor in bringing into being
this Government Center. The construction of such a center will
bring employment to thousands of our Massachusetts citizens. The
erection of such a center will be a dynamic and invigorating stimulus
to the economic life of Boston. The use of such a center will add

greatly to the efficiency of the operation of our State government
and bring to all the citizens of the Commonwealth added conven-
ience in dealing with their public officials.

The opportunity to hand our posterity a structure of beauty,
efficiency and utility is ours today. The Commonwealth must act
now. It must lead, not follow. The situation demands bold, quick
and decisive action.

Cf)e Commontocaltl) of Massachusetts
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As you know, I have already recommended in my annual mes-
sage, this identical project. However, impelled by this sense of
urgency and realizing the great opportunity that is ours, I am not
content to await the routine handling of my recommendation in the
annual message, but am sending this special message to you today
for action today.

I recommend to you that immediate steps be taken to pass the
necessary legislation to provide a state office building in the govern-
ment center area recommended by the City Planning Board of tin*
City of Boston in a report on the proposed government center
dated January, 1958.

Today I am filing with the General Court proposed legislation of
an emergency nature which I believe will accomplish the purposes
outlined above.

Respectfully submitted,

FOSTER FURCOLO,
Governor
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act providing for the establishment of a state office
BUILDING COMMISSION.

1 Whereas, There is an urgent necessity for immediate relief
2 of the congestion at the state house and other state-owned office
3 buildings; and
4 Whereas, The cost of leasing office space in privately owned
5 buildings has reached excessive proportions; and
6 Whereas, The federal Government and the City ofBoston have
7 manifested their intent to cooperate in the prompt establishment
8 of a government center, and as the deferred operation of this act
9 would tend to defeat its purpose; therefore, this act is hereby

10 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
11 preservation of the public safety, convenience and economy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be an unpaid commission to be
2 designated as the state office building commission, composed of
3 seven members including the chairman of the commission on
4 administration and finance; the state superintendent of build-
-5 ings; the chairman of the Massachusetts public building com-
-6 mission; the chairman of the Boston City Planning Board;
7 and three persons to be appointed by the governor from the
8 fields of (a) building construction, ( b ) organized labor and (c)
9 finance. The governor shall designate one of the members as

10 chairman of the commission who shall serve as such chairman
11 during his term of office as a member. Upon the expiration of
12 the term of office of any such chairman the governor shall
13 designate one of the members as chairman, who shall serve as
14 such chairman during his term or the remainder of his term of
15 office as a member.

Cfie CommonUicaltf) of Massachusetts;
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1 Section 2. The terms of the appointments of members ap-
-2 pointed to the commission originally by the governor shall be
3 for the period of site selection, engineering, and planning and
4 construction of the building or buildings. In the event of a
5 vacancy by resignation, death or any other cause in the term
6 of such an original appointee, the vacancy shall be filled by the
7 governor. The terms of the chairman of the commission on
8 administration and finance, the state superintendent of buildings,
9 the chairman of the Boston City Planning Board shall be for

10 the statutory periods of their respective offices and upon the
11 expiration of any such term the member shall be succeeded on
12 the commission by his successor in office.

1 Section 3. The commission is hereby authorized, empowered
2 and directed, after consultation with the Boston City Planning
3 Board, to take by eminent domain under the provisions of
4 chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws or to acquire by
5 purchase or otherwise land in the City of Boston, within one-
-6 half mile of the State House, for the purpose of erecting thereon
7 a state office building or buildings. Said commission is hereby
8 further authorized, empowered and directed, after consultation
9 with the said Boston City Planning Board, to select a site,

10 within one-half mile of the State House, and to cause surveys
11 and plans to be prepared, and thereafter to enter into contracts
12 for the construction of a state office building or buildings; pro-
-13 vided, however, that the plans and site receive the approval of
14 the governor and the governor’s council. During each year
15 after the acquisition of the site the Commonwealth shall make
16 a payment in lieu of taxes to the City of Boston equal to the
17 amount which the city actually received for taxes after abate-
-18 ment if any, upon the aggregate of the assessed values and
19 at the rate established, as of January 1, of the year preceding
20 the passage of this act, of the land, buildings, and other im-
-21 provements comprising the site.

1 Section 4. Said commission may call upon any department,
2 commission, board or office of the Commonwealth, and in the
3 name of the commonwealth consult with other state govem-
-4 ments and the federal government for such information as it
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may desire in the course of its duties. Said commission shall be
provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold
hearings, may travel within or without the commonwealth, and
may expend for legal, clerical and other assistance, and for
expenses, such sums as may be appropriated therefor.
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Section 5. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
out the provision of section one of this act, the state treasurer
shall, upon request of the governor and council, issue and sell at
public or private sale bonds of the commonwealth, registered or
with interest coupons attached, as he may deem best to an
amount to be specified by the governor and council from time
to time but not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of twenty
million dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as
aforesaid, shall be designated on the face, State Office Building
Loan, act of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, and shall be on
the serial payment plan for such maximum term of years, not
exceeding thirty-five years, as the governor and council may
recommend to the general court, pursuant to section three of
Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged that
the amounts payable in the several years of the period of amor-
tization, other than the final year, shall be nearly as equal as in the
opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable to make them.
The bonds shall bear interest semi-annually at such rate as the
state treasurer, with the approval of the governor, shall fix.
The initial maturities of such bonds shall be payable not later
than one year from the date of issue thereof, and the entire
issue not later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
ninetv-five.
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