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This is the eleventh report to Your Honorable Bodies of the
Special Commission to Study and Investigate Communism, Sub-
versive Activities and Related Matters in the Commonwealth,
which was created by a resolve of the Legislature in 1953 and con-
tinued from time to time until February 1, 1958.

The Commission has investigated and reported on a number of
various fields in which the Communist Party has sought to infil-
trate Massachusetts. It has examined into and reported on educa-
tion, propaganda organizations, labor unions and Communist front
organizations.

There is no question but that one of the foremost world problems
is created by the philosophies of Communism and its proclaimed
determination to secure world dominance. It is the great cause for
unrest and the cold war that is world spread. It is the reason that
the United States and the free world have to expend time, energy
and money in the race for survival by keeping active its military,
naval and air forces.

The Communist Party of the United States is a branch of the
Communist Party, headquarters Moscow, which has always carried
out the directions issued from Soviet Russia. Its members have
been spies and traitors to the United States. They have stolen
military secrets, scientific secrets, and transferred these to the
Soviets.

The Communist Party of the United States has had its ups and
downs in the last few years. It seemed to have touched a new low
following the revolt of the Hungarian people and the massacre of
the Hungarians by the armed might of Soviet Russia. The revela-
tions of Kruschev concerning Stalin also had influence on American
Communism. The folding up of the “Daily Worker” during the
current month is a good example of the distress in which the Com-
munist Party of the United States finds itself. But the Communist
Party in the United States is still active. The recent successes of
Russia in its launching of Sputniks I and II have urged on and
given a shot in the arm to the Communist comrades. We believe

Cl)c CommonUiealtl) of €oassacJ)usetrs
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that the coming year is one in which the closest watch should be
kept on the Communist Party of the United States. The faction
of the party that is still intact and active is the faction that is the
closest tied to Moscow. It will make every effort to rebuild.

The decision of the United States Supreme Court in the case of
the State of Pennsylvania v. Nelson was a great deterrent to the
individual States in the matter of suppressing subversion. In its
decision the Supreme Court declared that the Congress had given
to the United States exclusive jurisdiction in criminal matters re-
garding subversion. Following this decision, the Attorneys Gen-
eral of the individual States of the United States took the matter
up with the United States Attorney General and also the Congress,
and sought to have Congress amend the law, giving back to the
States concurrent jurisdiction, where subversion was the issue. The
General Court of Massachusetts memorialized Congress to amend
the Smith Act and give back to the States concurrent jurisdiction.

The effect of the Nelson decision was to suspend all the laws of
the Commonwealth in matters regarding criminal subversion, which
resulted in the dismissal of indictments both in Middlesex and Suf-
folk counties against individuals charged with subversive acts against
the United States.

There are now pending before the Congress of the United States
several bills to amend the Smith Act and to give back concurrent
jurisdiction to the States. We are hopeful that such amendments
will be enacted and become effective.

Our experience has taught us that it is essential and vital to the
welfare of the individual States to guard against subversion and the
boring from within.

The Commission feels that its life should be extended and that
its active investigation be continued. We are proposing that the
Commission be revived and continued for the period of one year,
and suggest the enactment of such a resolve.

The Commission feels that the General Court has a right and a
duty to secure all information possible concerning activities of those
who would aid and assist revolutionary movements which seek to
overthrow the governments of our State and our Nation.

The General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
through a Commission similar to this, in 1937 conducted the first
real, intensive investigation of subversive activities, including Com-
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munism. The report of that Commission, House Document 2100,
filed in 1938, furnished excellent information of the aims, purposes
and tactics used by the Communist Party at that time. This
Commission was very gratified and proud to learn that the original
investigation by the Massachusetts Legislature and its report are
still being used nationally.

Upon dissolution of the 1937 Commission, the Commonwealth,
through the Legislature, over a long period of time, conducted no
investigation and secured no official information of its own on the
state of subversive activities. When this Commission was estab-
lished it found no existing records of the present state of subversive
activities. The Commission feels that this is not the time for the
Legislature to shut itself off from direct information secured by its
own inquiries. An informed Legislature is a vital necessity in order
that it may know the conditions which require legislation.

The Commission has compiled a great number of records in the
course of its investigation. Upon recommendation of the Commis-
sion, the Legislature has set up, within the Department of Public
Safety, a Division of Subversive Activities. This Division has been
in operation for more than two and a half years. It has been in the
charge of Captain Daniel I. Murphy of the State Police, and has
rendered, under his direction, most efficient service to this Com-
mission. It is the intention of the Commission to turn over all its
records to the Division of Subversive Activities, with the recom-
mendation that they become a permanent part of the records of the
Department of Public Safety. During the major portion of our
investigation Detective Sergeants George D. Canty and Edward J.
Whitcomb, of the State Police, have been effectively working with
the Commission under the direction of Captain Murphy.

The Boston Police Department also assigned three officers to the
Commission. They were of great assistance to the Commission in
its work. They were Sergeant John J. Todd, Detective William V.
Chamberlain and Officer Joseph L. Griffin. The Commission is in-
debted to all the officers assigned to it for the invaluable assistance
which they rendered.

There is reported to you herewith an account of the Commission’s
investigation of the Community Church of Boston and the Reverend
Donald G. Lothrop, of the National and District Conventions of
the Communist Party in 1957, and of individuals and identifying
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data concerning them, which the Commission is under obligation
to report.

Following its creation the Commission imposed upon itself the
obligation to make no release or public information concerning any
person or organization until a reasonable effort was made to afford
such person or organization an opportunity to be heard.

In the matter of the Rev. Lothrop and the Community Church
of Boston such an opportunity was granted. Mr. Lothrop did not
appear. The record of a meeting of a subcommittee of the Commis-
sion, on January 2, 1958, is quoted below, which fully explains the
situation.

hearing before the Special Commission to Study and Investigate Communism
and Subversive Activities and Related Matters in the Commonwealth, held
in Room 257, State House, Boston, Massachusetts, at 11 a.m., Thursday,
January 2, 1958.

sitting:

Sen. Philip G. Bowker, Chairman.
Hon. George W. Cashman.

senator bowker. The subcommittee appointed to sit today to hear one
witness, the Reverend Donald Lothrop of Brookline, was called to order by the
chairman, Senator Philip G. Bowker, at 11 a.m., January 2, 1958. The other
member of the subcommittee, Hon. George W. Cashman was also present. The
witness had been invited to appear by letter dated December 19, 1957, addressed
to his home in Brookline, a copy of which follows;

[copy, j

December 19, 1957,

Rev. Donald G. Lothrop, 46 Williams Street, Brookline, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Lothrop: This Commission has received evidence concerning your
activities and activities of the Community Church.

There will be an executive meeting of a subcommittee of the Commission on
Thursday, January 2, 1958, at 11 a.m. at the State House, Boston.

If you so desire, the Commission will afford you an opportunity at that time to

be heard as a witness. If you care to be so heard, will you please report to the
office of the Sergeant-at-Arms at the State House, in order that you may be in-
formed of the room number where the committee will be sitting.

Very truly yours,

Philip G. Bowker,
Chairman.
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The chairman, Senator Philip G. Bowker, presented a letter dated December 28,
1957, from the invited witness, copy of which follows:

[copy.]

The Community Church of Boston

Rev. Donald G. Lothrop The Community Church Center,
565 Boylston Strep

Boston 16, Mass.
Minister

Commonwealth 6-6710.

December 28, 1957,

Road, Brookline 46, Massachusetts.The Hon. Philip G.Bowker, 127 Jordar
Dear Senator Bowker: Thank you for your letter of December 19 ad-

dressed to me at my home. The information that you have “received evidence
concerning your (my) activities and the activities of the Community Church”
comes as no surprise to me. The Community Church allocates some 12500 out
of its yearly budget for advertising, publicity, and printing.

Ail services and meetings are open to the public except (a) our Sunday School
which of course is limited to particular age groups; (6) Group psychotherapy which
is limited to those who are carefully screened by the psychiatrist. It is therefore
unfortunate that any knowledge of the Community Church should come to you
second hand, whether from sources paid or unpaid, including anything I might add
by telling about it. Direct experience is so muchmore effective that I would suggest
that you take advantage of the invitation that I give to every one to attend and
participate in the work of the Community Church.

The Community Church being non-sectarian has attracted to its services, its
adult education program, and social activities persons of every background, national,
racial and creedal. Serving the institution as minister for twenty-one years has
been a continuing inspiration to me. I have found support for it among all lovers
of mankind, the freedom of the individual, and that religion which rises above
sect. lam sure you too would be uplifted by contact with this spirit which if given
time is quite contagious.

Enclosed you will find material which will tell you about some of the activities
of the Church, and if there are any questions which you would like to ask about
it, I would be more than happy to answer themto the best of my ability.

Wishing you a happy, healthful and effective New Year, I am,
Sincerely,

[s] Donald G. Lothrop.
Rev. Donald G. Lothrop.

The committee remained in session until the hour of 11:30 a.m. during which
time the witness failed to appear. The committee then adjourned to next meet
on call of the Chair.
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There also appear in this report biographical sketches of individ-
uals who were never heard in executive or public session by the
Commission. These individuals were also notified by letter and were
given an opportunity to appear before the Commission, but did not
avail themselves of it.

District One Communist Convention.
Communist delegates to a District Convention of District One

of the Communist Party of the United States, which includes
Massachusetts, met at Otisheld Hall Roxbury, on Saturday and
Sunday, January 19 and 20, 1957. The Convention was for the
purpose of electing delegates to the National Convention of the
Communist Party.

Among the delegates known to this Commission were the fol-
lowing;

Ann Burlak Timpson, 11 Wabeno St., Roxbury, Mass.
Otis Archer Hood, 33 Fayston St., Roxbury, Mass.
Frances Briggs Allen Hood, 33 Fayston St., Roxbury, Ma
Michael Angelo Russo, 67 Homestead St., Roxbury, Mass
Pearl Russo, 67 Homestead St., Roxbury, Mass.
Daniel Boone Schirmer, 35 Fayston St., Roxbury, Mass.
Etheldreda Margaret Fellows Schirmer, 35 Fayston St., Roxbury, Mass.
Robert Goodwin, 44 Hollingsworth St., Lynn, Mass.
Joseph Korb Chase, 32 Mason Terrace, Brookline, Mas
Oliver Lincoln Chase, 21 Abbott St., Dorchester, Mass
Homer Bates Chase, Hillsboro, New Hampshire
Sylvia Cohen Kelley, 477 Blue Hill Ave., Roxbury, Me
Betty Rishen Roland, 71A Esmond St., Dorchester, M
Ann Garfield, 168 Allston St., Allston, Mass.
Harold Lester Lewengrub, 68 Lawrence Ave., Roxbury, Mass
Myer Klarfeld, 117 Shore Drive, Winthrop, Mass.
Robert Pollack, 16 Anderson St., Boston, Mass.
Abraham Cohen, 77 Bigelow St., Quincy, Mass.
Lewis Paine Gordon, 386 Chestnut St., Lynn, Mas:
Philip Koritz, 1207 Blue Hill Ave., Mattapan, Mas
Sidney Samuel Lipshires, Minot, Mass.
Joan Breen Lipshires, Minot, Mas;
Benjamin N. Landey, 26 Norfolk PL, Sharon, Mass
Solomon Fisher, 3 Washington St., Peabody, Mass
Geoffrey Warner White, 8 Irwin St., Roxbury, Mas
Ann Levine White, 8 Irwin St., Roxbury, Mass.
Wolger Washington Johnson, 76 Radcliffe St., Dorchester, Mass,
Hvman Grossman, 28 Hartshorn Ave., Worcester, Mass.
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The principal business of the Saturday evening meeting was the
registering of the delegates, the keynote address to the Convention
of Michael Angelo Russo, and the introduction to the assembly of
Max Morris Weiss who was present as an observer from the National
committee of the Communist Party.

The delegates were registered by Harold Lewengrub and Ann
Garfield. Myer Klarfeld and Wolger Johnson were appointed to
act as sergeants-at-arms. A letter of greeting from the National
Committee was read.

In his keynote address, Mike Russo dealt with the Communist
philosophy of Marxism and Leninism and its application to the
American scene. He dwelt upon the strong strategic position of
the U. S. S. R. with respect to world affairs, pointed out the power-
ful political and moral weight which the U. S. S. R. had carried in
regard to Egypt, and urged the comrades that they should exercise
only “ fraternal ” criticism of the Soviet Union.

Before the meeting adjourned, Otis Archer Hood was elected to
preside as chairman of the Sunday morning session of the Con-
vention.

The Sunday morning meeting was called together by Chairman
Otis Hood. This was mostly a discussion session at which local and
national policies and procedures of the Party were discussed. A
resolution was passed and voted that the name of the Party would
be continued as the Communist Party, and that there be no change
in either the name or the present form of the Party.

Robert Pollack addressed the group, commented on how nice it
was to see younger people being attracted to the movement, re-
called that although there were always difficulties presenting them-
selves the Party and some of its older members present had weath-
ered more severe obstacles before and would continue to conquer.
Ann Burlak Timpson spoke of devoting her whole life to the Com-
munist movement. Remarks were also made by Frances Hood and
Hyman Grossman of Worcester, reviewing Communist Party ac-
tivities.

At the morning session, remarks critical of the leadership and the
lack of true democracy existing in the Party were made by Geoffrey
White and Sylvia Cohen Kelley.

Sunday Meeting
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Following lunch in the hall, the afternoon session elected Lewis
Johnson as its chairman. The chairman announced that Max Weiss
(the observer from the National Committee) wished to address the
meeting. Mr. Weiss deplored the remarks he had heard at the
morning session critical of the national leadership, and character-
ized the remarks as alien to the spirit of the convention. He stressed
that when one sought to destroy an organization, the first attack
was at leadership, and that the attack made on leadership this morn-
ing was an attempt to destroy the Party from within.

The meeting proceeded to the election of delegates to the National
Convention. The nominees who allowed their nominations from
the floor to stand for election were as follows;

Sidney Lipshires. Sylvia Cohen Kelley.
Homer Chase. Benjamin Landey.
Michael Russo. Frances Hood.
Philip Koritz. Robert Goodwin.
Daniel Boone Schirmer.

The election was to declare the delegates and alternates.
The voters elected the following as delegates:

Michael Russo. Sidney Lipshires.
Frances Hood. Daniel Boone Schirmer.
Robert Goodwin.

The two alternates elected were:
Benjamin Landey. Philip Koritz.

The counting of the ballots for representative on the National
Committee resulted in the selection of Michael Russo for that
position.

The National Convention.
The National Convention of the Communist Party U. S. A. was

held in the Chateau Gardens, 105 East Houston Street, New York
City, from February 9-12, 1957. The actual Massachusetts dele-
gates who attended the Convention were:

Otis Hood of Roxbury.Benjamin Landey of Sharon
Robert Goodwin of Lynn.
Philip Koritz of Mattapan.
Frances Hood of Roxbury.

DanielBoone Schirmer of Roxbury*
Michael Russo of Roxburv.
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An elected delegate who did not attend was Sidney Lipshires, who
was ill at the time. His place was taken by Otis Hood.

As to the purpose and results of the much advertised National
Convention, we would here quote a brief excerpt from a report made
by J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, to the Internal Security Subcommittee of the United States
Senate, dated March 8, 1957.

Communist Party of the United States
157, had a twofold purpose. First, there

The 16th National Convention of the
held in New York City February 9-12, 1
was the necessity of recasting the Party’;
of the CommunistParty of the Soviet Uni
the American Communist Party used the
program to convey the public impression
Soviet Union and thus endeavored to th
ment of Justice.

activities in line with the 20th Congress
m held in Moscow a year ago. Secondly,
convention as a means of developing its
that it no longer was subservient to the
wart future prosecutions bjr the Depart-

The 1957 Party convention was n
whichbrought about revisions in the cc
and the changing of the name of the I

different from previous Party gatherings
istitution of the CommunistParty 18 times,
irtv on 9 prior occasions.
ions discloses that the Communists are stillA study of the convention’s delibera

the masters of “The Big Lie.” Their double talk, duplicity and semantic gyrations
make them the most dangerous and proficient masters of propaganda in the civilized
world.

The Communist Party before and after its 1957 convention is part and parcel of
the world-wide Communist conspiracy. It is still responsive to the will of Moscow;
it still works for the destruction of the American way of life; and it still is dedicated
to the building of a Soviet United States patterned after the basic concepts of
Marxism-Leninism.

The changes in the Party’s constitution, organization and announced public
objectives are designed to bring to an end a period of isolation from the American
public caused by the disclosures of their tactics and objectives. Should it succeed
in further hoodwinking certain people, as it has with some success since the con-
vention, then it will emerge stronger than it ever was and more dangerous to the
peace and security of the United States.

In fact, Soviet Communist leaders have been boasting of the Communist Party’s
expansion on a world-wide basis, and the Soviet official who closely supervises the
Communist Party in the United States, Mikhail Suslov, Secretary, Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, last November broadcast to
the world that the “

. . . fraternal Communist Parties are experiencing a period
of great creative activity.” Suslov thenproclaimed, “ There is no doubt that we are
on the eve of a new upsurge in the activity of Communist Parties in their struggle
for national independence, democratic rights of their peoples, for the vital interests
of the workers for peace throughout the world and for socialism.”

Contrary to statements issued by its spokesmen, the Communist Party in the
United States has not severed its ties from the Soviet Union, but, on the other
hand, has consolidated its position consistent with the Soviet Union's “New Look.”
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The 1957 convention was cloaked with secrecy despite Party claims that it
was “

. . . being covered by the largest battery of newspaper men in the Party’s
history.” The newsmen were not admitted to witness the convention proceedings,
but were briefed by the Party’s spokesman, Simon W. Gerson, who has been a
member of the Party since 1932. Gerson very adroitly slanted the accounts of the
convention to make the Communist Party take on its best possible appearance to
the public.

The Communists boasted of having “impartial observers” cover the convention.
However, most of these so-called “impartial observers” were hand picked before
the convention started and were reportedly headed by A. J. Muste, who has long
fronted for Communists and who recently circulated an Amnesty Petition calling
for the release of Communist leaders convicted under the Smith Act. Muste’s
report on the convention was biased, as could be expected. On the other hand,
another observer, whom the Party did not hand pick and who was more objective,
Carl Rachlin of the American Civil Liberties Union, has stated that the arguments
for democracy within the Party were “merely tactical and designed to fool the
public,” and that rank and file dissatisfaction with the Soviet Union “will never
change the Party’s course.”

A realistic appraisal came from a reporter for the “Christian Science Monitor”,
who said that even though the convention had debate and votes, these were “only
to pull the wool over the eyes of innocents and dupes. It was one of the great fakes
of our time.”

That the CommunistParty has not changed its objectives one iota is attested to
by the following high lights of its 1957 convention:

1. Despite a year of debate, the Party retained its old name and traditional
irganization.

2. The Party continued the majority of its old leadership.
3 The Party reaffirmed its adherence to the basic concepts of Marxism-Leninism.
4. The Party reaffirmed its acceptance of “proletarian internationalism.’
5. The Party refused to take a stand against the Soviet rape of Hungary

•inst the tyranny and anti-Semitism in6. The Party refused to take a stand a
the Soviet Union.

olution during the convention declaring
did it urge freedom in the satellites, nor
the detriment of Soviet foreign policy;

7. The Party at no time passed any res
its independence of the Soviet Union, nor
did it support American foreign policy tc
and at no time did it disavow its dependence upon the Soviet Union nor its loyalty
to the Soviet Union. In fact, upon its conclusion, the Soviet-controlled press
hailed the Communist Party, U. S. A., for remaining loyal “to the principles of
Marxism-Leninism.”

8. The Party reaffirmed its adherence to the basic Leninist concept of Demo-
cratic Centralism, even more than in prior conventions, through the selection of
convention delegates who were primarily functionaries, and who ended the con-
vention agreeing that “the Party won” and that there was “unity.”
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Delegates to the Continued District Convention to hear the re-
port on the National Convention assembled in Otisfield Hall on
Sunday, March 17, 1957. It was an all day meeting, and it resulted
in expressions of open dissatisfaction of the results of the National
Convention and resignations from the Party. The chairman of the
Convention was Philip Koritz.

The main report of the National Convention delegates was given
by Michael Russo, who sought to keep unity within the Party and
the District.

Among those who announced their resignations from the Party
were: Sidney Lipshires, Joan Lipshires, Geoffrey White, Ann Le-
vine White. The reasons for the resignations stemmed from various
expressed causes, but chiefly for —-

(1) Soviet Union armed repression of the Hungarian people.
(2) Communist Party bureaucracy
(3) Krushchev’s revelations of Stalin
(4) Dissatisfaction with the National Party Communist Con-

vention.
The dissatisfied expressed their desire to continue to work for

socialism, but not through the Communist Party. They also
pledged their continued aid to “Smith Act Victims.”

The Convention elected five members-at-!arge to the District
Committee for the ensuing year. The members elected were;

Robert F. Goodwin.
Ann Burlak Timpson.
Michael A. Russo.
Otis Archer Hood.
Daniel Boone Schirmer.

Community Church of Boston and the

Rev. Donald G. Lothrop.

One of the most significant facts that attracted the attention of
this Commission very early in its investigation of Communism and
subversive activities within the Commonwealth was that so many
persons and organizations to which our attention was properly
called had some affiliation, or association, with the Community

Continued District Convention.
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Church of Boston, of which the Reverend Donald G. Lothrop is the
minister.

A research revealed that the first Commission to investigate the
activities within this Commonwealth of Communistic, Fascist, Nazi
and other subversive organizations, so called, had its attention at-
tracted both to the Community Church and the Reverend Lothrop,
and reported on their activities to the Legislature in 1938. Our
investigation has revealed that the affinity has been unbroken dur-
ing the twenty intervening years. Our conclusion is that the most
active center of Communist Party activity now in Boston is the
Community Church, and that the Community Church and the Rev-
erend Donald Lothrop have been a great source of aid and comfort
through the years to the Communist Party.

The first mention of the Reverend Lothrop in the 1938 Massachu-
setts Commission Report appears on Page 25. We believe it worth
quoting. His action, and the appraisal by the Commission of the
witness for whom he vouched, are typical of the actions we have
observed of him. An excerpt from the 1938 Report is quoted as
follows:

Early in the course of hearings, while the Commission was dealing with Com-
munist activity, the Reverend Donald G. Lothrop and Henry R. Silberman (both
supporters of the American League Against War and Fascism) requested that the
course of investigation be broken to permit the appearance of an expert witness on
Nazi activity in Massachusetts. (Later, when himself a witness, Lothrop said,
“I am using Nazism and Fascism interchangeably.”) The Commission met this
request, and on October 14, 1937, there appeared one John L. Spivak of 313 East
17th Street, New York City.

He was introduced by Orville S. Poland, attorney, and chairman of the Massa-
chusetts Civil Liberties Committee, a section of the American Civil Liberties
Union, who asserted that various individuals and organizations were responsible for
his appearance. This Commission believes that at least some of those given as
sponsors, if they authorized the use of their names, were deceived concerning
Spivak's activities, connections and character.

With the exception of certain publications of the Industrial Defense Associatk
Inc., Spivak had only heresay testimony to offer. When pressed for sources he f
back upon the privilege of a “newspaper man” to protect his sources.

From the quality of his testimony, and considering his background as a Com-
munist propagandist for years past, there is no doubt in the minds of the members
of this Commission that he was brought here specifically to make statements which
he could not support, and which in too few instances referred to a part of the sub-
versive activity in Massachusetts, the jurisdiction to which this Commission is
limited. Spivak’s task in our opinion was to create a definite break to divert
attention from investigation of Communism, and to provide sensational publicity.
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He did. There is no ground to believe, however, that all of those named by Poland
as Spivak’s sponsors were privy to this purpose or would have countenanced it.
In fact, were they fully aware of Spivak’s Communistic connections, it is doubtful
if his appearance would have been sponsored by any one but the Communist or-
ganizations themselves. This is another example by which the Communist Party
operates.

Spivak’s writings over a number of years have appeared in the “New Masses
id in the “DailyWorker.” He is an author of special pamphlets, published by and

ir International Publishers, which organization is an arm of the Communist Part
of the United States. His writings are currently in the catalogues of Worker’s
Library Publishers, another publishing house of the Communist Party.

Some time ago Spivak went to Cuba and wrote for Communist publication a
series of articles concerning Communist organization and activity in the Caribbean.
Considering the fact that the Communists of Cuba are under the direction of the
Communist Party of New York, and the fact that a stringent government of Cuba
did not permit anything but underground activity by Communists, it may reason-
ably be inferred that Spivak could not have had entire to sources of information in
Cuba without being vouched for to the Communists of Cuba.

Probably as scurrilous a thing as Spivak has yet written was an article on the
American Red Cross which appeared in a nationally circulated magazine. By sup-

pression of material facts, and by distortion, he sought to prove this great humani-
tarian organization to be other than what it is, and to be a form of money-getting
racket. The charges and insinuations which Spivak made in that article have been

purpose the destdisproved. Communists and their allie
bourgeois, capitalist, social and human
did not have either the same or a similar
Red Cross.

hard to believe that Spivak:e

3 in writing as he did of the AmericanMr

continuing down through theWe have found through the
life of this Commission, the Reverend Lothrop has been the stout
champion in Boston of well-known members of the Communist
Party and the fringe organizations which they have successfully
infiltrated

at length on the organizations
munity Church that were openly
,rty. In its analysis of the out-
Commission stated, “Payments
of the Communist Party were

The 1938 Commission reported
which used the premises of the Con
sympathetic to the Communist Pr
lay of Communist Party funds, the
showr ed that two advertisements
placed in the paper published by t
Forum. One advertisement was
Meeting.”

the Community Church (Boston)
for the annual Lenin Memorial

We have found that the Con
same pattern of having its pren

munity Church has followed the
ises used by organizations which

are openly sympathetic to Communist causes. There are several
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charts on file with the clerk of the House exemplify this statement.
We will specifically call your attention to several of them. The audi-
ence at a great many of their meetings is composed of individuals
whom we have named and know to be members of the Communist
Party. The speakers who use the Community Church as a forum,
for the great part, deal favorably with subjects that follow the cur-
rent line of the Communist Party. A great number of the books
which the Church pushes for sale, and the films which are shown to
its audiences are definitely communistically inspired. Of the eighty-
five persons whom this Commission named in its report on June 9,
1955, as having received credible evidence that they had been mem-
bers of the Communist Party, at least fifty of them have frequented
the Community Church. Among them are: Edith Abber, Eugene
Abber, Rhoda Truax Aldrich, Roland Botelho, Carl Carlson, Mary
Figueireido, Mary Walsh Carlson, Sol Fisher, Ann Garfield, Edwin
Garfield, Edwin Goodell, Ann Hale, William Harrison, Ruth Hills-
grove, Otis Archer Hood, Helen Johnson, Joe Kelley, Sylvia Kelley,
Bess Jones, Fred King, Phil Koritz, Ben Landey, Florence Luscomb,
George Markham, Helen Markham, Julius Newman, Laura O’Brien,
Walter O’Brien, Jerome Olrich, Frances Olrich, Mary Rackliffe,
Sidney Ravden, Elizabeth Raymond, Minerva Roe, Joe Schechter,
Norman Satterthwaite, Frank Siegel, Henry R. Silberman, Florence
Tamsky, Edward Texeira, Tillie Ruth Texeira, Ann Burlak Timp-
son, Robert Goodwin, Charles Wojchowski, Juanita Ann Woj chow-
ski, Hyman Zeserson, Elizabeth Zeserson, and Herbert Zimmerman.

During the life of this Commission we were cognizant of, and
investigated, an organization known as the Massachusetts Com-
mittee for the Bill of Rights. This organization was comprised of
members of the Communist Party, and was active in the years 1954
and 1955 promoting communistic principles and purpose. This
Committee sprang into being at an organization meeting on the
premises of the Community Church on February 16, 1954.

Daniel Boone Schirmer is a long-time functionary and leader of
the Communist Party. He had gone underground for the Com-
munist Party, and was absent from Boston and his home for a
number of years before 1955. He, with six others, were indicted
by a Suffolk County Grand Jury for violation of the Massachusetts
Laws dealing with subversion. After his return, a buffet supper
and reception was tendered to tire seven at the Community Church
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Center. It was an invitation meeting. The ticket of admission
read as follows:

Buffet Supper and Reception

FOR

Daniel Boone Schikmer

Otis A. Hood Ann Burlak Timpson
Frank Collier Barbara Rosenkrantz
Edith Abber Herbert Zimmerman

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17th
Community Church Center

565 Boylston St., Boston

Supper from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m. Program at 9.00 p.j

Entertainment Featuring Two Artists from California

Admission by Invitation

We believe the charts on file with the clerk of the House speak
for themselves.

A duty of the Commission, imposed by the resolve under which
it is acting, sets forth that its report “shall include the name and
other identifying data available to the Commission ofany individual
concerning whom the Commission, during the course of its investi-
gation, has received creditable evidence that such individual was or
is a member of the Communist Party, a Communist or a subver-
sive.” This obligation has been complied with in former reports.

In accordance with the resolve we are herewith reporting addi-
tional individuals. The testimpny of individuals who have ap-
peared in public hearings before the Commission is also reported.
Every individual here named wa
before the Commission.

afforded an opportunity to appear

Frances Hot ,ans Bergt
Address: 107 Brunswick Street, Boston.
Born: April 17, 1923, at Boston, Mass.
Maiden Name: Frances Homans.
Education: Public schools at Canton, Mass.: Beaver Country Day School

Individuals and Identifying Data
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Chestnut Hill; Radcliffe College, A.8., 1944; Harvard School of Education,
Master of Education, 1952; Copley Secretarial School; Columbia University;
Boston University.

Frances Homans Berges was summoned as a witness in public
session before this Commission on December 7, 1955, in an attempt
to secure from her probable evidence that she might be able to
give of her knowledge of Communism and subversive activities.
The investigation of the Commission revealed that she had been a

member of different organizations which were dominated, or highly
infiltrated by Communists and which consistently advocated the
Communist line. In addition, she was closely associated with many
who have been identified to us as having been long associated wit

Among her immediate associates since her return to Boston in
July, 1955, have been Ann Burlak Timpson, Otis Hood, Helen
Johnson, Edwin Garfield, Ann Garfield, Florence Luscomb, Walter

Wojchowski, Juanita Wojchowski,
iky.

O’Brien, Laura O’Brien. Charles
Eileen Breen and Florence Tam:

which we had information she was\mong the organizations wit!
connected were the Minute Women for Peace, New England Citi-
zens Concerned for Peace, Young Progressives of Massachusetts,
Progressive Party of Massachusetts, and sponsor of a Paul Robeson
concert.

Mrs. Berges also spent some time in the Iron Curtain country of
Poland, where she had an opportunity of observing conditions in a
Communist-ruled country.

The extent of the co-operation of the witness to the study of the
Commission is revealed by her complete testimony which is quoted
below:

Mr. Bresnahan. I call now Mrs. Berge
The Chairman. Mrs. Berges, you have been present here and you have heard

me state we have a rule about photography. Do you object to having your picture
taken?

The Witness. Yes, I do.
The Chairman. The witness objects.

Frances Berqes, sworn

Mr. Barshak. Excuse me please. Am I correct, Mr. Chairman, that there is
no specific stated purpose of the investigation concerning this witness other than a
general statement by Mr. Bresnahan previously?

the Communist Party
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Mr. Bbesnahax. The purpose is as stated on the summons.
Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan.J What is your name? A. Frances Berges.
Q. B-e-r-g-e-s? A. Yes.
Q. Where do you live? A. 107 Brunswick Street, Dorchester.
Q. And you are here accompanied by counsel? A. Yes.
Mr. Brbsnahan. Will counsel state for the record his name and address
Mr. Barshak. Edward J. Barshak, 1
Q. Mrs. Berges, will you tell us when

itate Street, Boston.
and when you were born? A. I was

born in Boston, April 17, 1923.
Frances Parker HomanQ. What was your maiden name? A.

Q. Would you give us the benefit of v hat education you have had, where you
3 schools in Canton, Massachusetts, and
Mass., Beaver Country Day School in

ollege, Harvard School of Education and

went to school? A. I went to the publi
then to the Brush Hill School in Milton
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, Radcliffe C
Copley Secretarial School.

Q. Is that in Boston? A. Yes, : t is ,iad forgotten about that in executiv

i what degree did you get? A. InQ. Did you graduate from Radcl
1944 I received a B.A. degree.

lucation?i the Harvard SohQ. Did you receive any degree fr
A. Yes, Master of Education.
Q. And when was that? A. IE

Secretarial School? A. No. I alsoQ. Is there any degree given by the Cof
University, but I received no degree.attended Columbia University and

These were teacher extension courses.
Q. And when was that in each of the se places? A. The summer of 1954 I

sorry, I’m mixed up again. I attended
41, I don’t remember. I’m confused.

attended Columbia University and I’m
Columbia University the summer of w

ght. The summer of 1954Q. Take your time. A. That is
Q. And Boston University when' A. Boston University in the summer of

1952,
Q. And were those courses on education? A. Ye;
Q. At some time did you teach? A. Yes. I taught from 1952 to 195'
Q. Where? A. In Norwalk, Connecticut.
Q. In what kind of a school? A. Elementary public schoc
Q. Now other thanyour teaching have you had any other occupation? A. Yes.
Q. Will you tell us what that has been? A. I was a private medical secretary,

that is, medical secretary to a private physician.
Q. In Boston? A. In Boston. 1945 to 1946. And I was secretary and as-

;rvice Committee in Poland from 1947sistant to the director of the Unitarian
to 1949.

Q. In Poland from 1947 to 1949?
that organization is in Boston, but that i;

A. Yes. Actually the headquarters of
where the project was.
assistant to the director. What was the
g a hospital for traumatic surgery in the

Q. You say you were secretary and the
mission in Poland? A. It was organizin
mining area of Silesia, helping to organize ad to bring medical supplies and other
general relief



HOUSE— No. 2626. [Jan.22

¥

*

Q. Now at some time were you married? A. I mentioned other employment
the other day.

Q. Will you tell us your other employment? A. I worked for Harvard
University at the Massachusetts General Hospital in the Department of Pediatrics
as secretary from 1950 to 1951.

Q. Is that all now for your employment? A. I worked as counsellor in a
children’s camp in the summer of 1954.

Q. Where was that? A. That was in New York State.
Q. Was that a private camp? A. Yes.
Q. What was the name of the camp? A. Camp Woodland.
Q. Whereabouts? A. Phoenicia, New York.
Q. That constitutes your employment? A. To the best of my memory.
Q. Tell us when and where you were married? A. I was married in Canton,

Massachusetts, September, 1954.
Q. Now for sometime you were a resident of Norwalk, but after your marriage

did you return to Boston and take up your domicile here? A. No. I have said
this before. I moved to New York for a few months, New York City.

Q. After September of 1954. Then when did you return to Boston? A. I re-
turned to Boston in June of 1955. I’m sorry. I was a teacher until March, 1955.

Q. In Norwalk? A. Yes.
Q. But in 1955you returned to Boston and took up your residence at 107 Bruns-

wick Street, Roxbury? A. Yes
Q. Well, Mrs. Berges, we have made some report and we are still interested in

the New England Citizens Concerned for Peace. Were you a member of the New
England Citizens Concerned for Peace? A. I will not answer that question on
the basis of the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States, which
guarantees me freedom of association, and on the basis of Article Twelve of the
Massachusetts Declaration of Rights.

Q. Were you a member of the Minute Women for Peace? A. I refuse to
answer for the same reason.

Q. Do you know Paul Robeson? A. I refuse to answer that on the same
basis, on the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and Article
Twelve of the Massachusetts Declaration of Rights

Q. When Paul Robeson gave a concert here in Boston in 1952 were you a

iponsor for that affair, that concert? A. I refuse to answer on the same ground.
Q. Do you know Ann Burlak or Ann Burlak Timpson? A. I refuse to

answer that on my privilege under the First Amendment of the Constitution which
guarantees me freedom of association with whomever I like, and the Twelfth
Article of the Massachusetts Declaration of Right

Q. Do you know Walter and Laura O’Brien? A. I decline to answer for the
me reasons.

Q. Do you know Charles Wojchowski and his wife? A. I refuse to answer
for the same reasons

Q. Are you now living in the apartment which they have vacated?
[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. I refuse to answer that under the same privileges.
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Q. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? A. I refuse to
answer that question for the same reasons.

Q. Are you today a member of the Communist Party? A. I decline to an-
swer also on those grounds.

Q. Do you know Florence and Herman Tamsky? A. I refuse to answer
that question on the same grounds.

Mr. Brbsnahan. I have no further questions.
The Chairman. Representative Randal! has a questior
Q. [By Representative Randall.] You went to Poland in 1947, Mrs. Berges?
A. That is right.
Q. 'W hen did you go? A. I don’t remember. Oh, yes, it was April, 1947.
Q. And you were over thereuntil when? A. I have forgotten the month.
Q. 1949, some time? A. That is right.
Q. And you were part of a mission in Poland, is that it? A. The Unitarian

Service Committee had projects in various war-torn countries, and I was employed
by them as part of that project in Poland, yes.

Q. Who was the head of this mission while you were there in Poland?
[The witness confers with counsel.]

A. The head of the Unitarian Service Committee at that time, I believe, was
Rev. Raymond Bragg.

Q. Well, was he the gentleman who was there in Poland? A. We had no
gentleman in Poland with us.

Q. That is what I’m trying to find out. How many were on the mission?
A. There was a director for that particular project and myself, and then laterthere were various medical personnel that came over.

Q. VV as the director a lady or a gentleman? A. The director was a ladv
Q. Now that is what I’m trying to find out. Who was the director? A. Doro-

thea Jones
Q. You say that there were the two of you? A. We were the staff there, yes,

Q. And then you had various other people who came in from time to time?
A. Yes.

Q. Was this the only project there was in Poland at that time? A. Of the
Unitarian Service Committee, ves.

Q. Well, now, in 1947were you a member of the Communist Party? A. I de-
cline to answer that question on the same grounds that I have previously stated.

Q. How did you get this job going to Poland with the Service Committee?
Did you volunteer for it? A. I applied for a job with the Unitarian Service Com-
mittee and they needed a secretary. In Poland, I think as a general rule, theydidn’t believe in spending money to take secretaries over, but in Poland such alarge percentage of the population had been killed that there just weren’t enoughpeople to do the jobs available, so they employed me to go and be secrelary.

Q. And you volunteered to take this job to go to Poland? A. I was offeredthe job and I accepted, that is right.

Q. Who offered you the job? A. The Unitarian Service Committee here inBoston.
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Q. But I mean was there one person? A. I don’t think so. I think it was
something that was decided by the committee here, whoever was in charge.

Q. [By the Chairman.] Mrs. Berges, is there such a mission now in Poland?
A. No.

Q. What happened to your mission in Poland? A. We folded up shop and
left.

Q. Why did you do that? You say there was a need for it?
[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. Well, the project was finished, the 1
the committee to dissolve the project ther

ospital was set up and it was decided by
It was just decided, that is all.
to go to Poland? A. I don’t knowQ. Did you have any trouble getting a

whether all this is within the scope of the inquiry
Q. It might be, yes. How was that arranged? A. Well, I believe as you

apply for any visa. I went with a letter from the Committee as a worker of the
Committee to the Polish Consulate in New York and applied for a passport and
visa.

Q. Are there any other missions now in Poland? A. I don’t know.
Q. From the American Unitarian Service Committee? A. That question

has already been asked. To my knowledge, no. No, I’m sure there isn’t.
Q. Did you have daily contacts with Soviet officials in Poland? A. I never

met any Soviet officials.
Q. In Poland. You must have talked with some officials in Poland.

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. Well, various Polish officials, we had to, yes.
Q. Polish officials? A. Yes,
Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan.] Gould I just ask a question? Were you a member

of the Communist Partj7 when you applied for a passport and visa? A. I have
already refused to answer that question, and I refuse to answer this one on the
same grounds.

Q. I just want to ask you one further. When you were a student in our colleges
here, were you a member of the Communist Party? A. I decline to answer that
under those same privileges guaranteed me by the Constitution and the Declara-
tion of Rights.

Q. [By Representative Randall,] How 7 did you hear about this job with the
American Unitarian Society? A. I didn’t hear about it. I applied for a job with
them. I didn’t care what it w7 as. I was anxious to work w7ith them. I had
heard about projects in different parts of Europe, and I was interested in going
overseas. I just applied. As a matter of fact, I happened to know French quite
well, so I actually thought I would probably go there.

Q. Did you speak Polish at the time? A. Nc
The Chairman. Anythingfurther
Representative Randall. No.
The Chairman. Any further questions on the part of the Commission? You

are entitled to make a statement orally or in wniting bearing on the questions asked
and the answers returned thereto if you wish at this time, Mrs. Berges.
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The Witness. I would like to avail myself of that privilege
The Chairman. You may proceed.
The Witness. [Reading,] I protest being summoned before this Commission

because it seems to pry into my opinions and associations without according me the
basic right to know who, if any one, accuses me of wrongdoing or to face him in
open court. I have made no secret of my activities and my beliefs and am per-
fectly willing to discuss them save under compulsion. I have been and am now
deeply concerned in the cause of peace along with millions of my fellow citize:
Having seen some of the appalling human and material devastation which the last
war brought to Europe, I became convinced that no effort of mine would be tc

that war would never come again to bring even worse misery to thisgreat tc
world.

I have done and shall continue to do all that I can to advocate peace so that my
small daughter and other children shall be spared such horrors. Everything I have
done for this cause has been open and straightforward, fully exposed to public
opinion and inasmuch as President Eisenhower has ivon wide acclaim for helping to
bring about a more peaceful world, I cannot see how my small role can be of such
great concern to this Commission.

As a schoolteacher, I would have to aid in any way I could in ways to increasi
and improve educational facilities for our youngsters. However, it seems to me
that this kind of legislative commission has conducted semi-judicial proceedings
without the protection and rights guaranteed to citizens in a court room. Its
activities have resulted in no constructive legislation so far, and, furthermore, I
believe it has harassed many innocent people, some of whom as a result have lost
their jobs and are now in actual want

I uphold that my most important rights as an American citizen include the
freedom to associate with whomever I wish, and the freedom to speak my mind on
any question which is of concern to us all. I believe that no American citizen should
fear being officially called to account for his associations and thoughts. Therefore,
in all conscience, I respectfully decline to respond to the Commission’s questions
concerning these matters

The Chairman. Any questions in respect to the statement that she has now'
given to u

Mr. Bresnahan. Could we take a five minuterecess?
The Chairman. Are you through with this witness?
Mr. Bresnahan. Ye;

r a witness fee, and the Chair willThe Chairman. You may sign a voucf
now announce a five-minute recess.

[Short recess.)

to order. Mr. Counsel, will you callThe Chairman. The hearing will com
your next witnes;
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Fred Bradley.
Address: II Harvey Street, Everett, Mass.
Born: January 2, 1909, at Chelsea, Mass.
Education; Chelsea grammar and high schools.
Occupation: Painter, formerly labor official.

Fred Bradley is a native of Chelsea, Massachusetts. His activi-
ties came under observation of the Special Commission to Investi-
gate Subversive Activities in Massachusetts in 1937. He was re-
ported by that commission as being associated with the Inter-
national Workers Order, as secretary of its English subsection and
recording section of its District Committee, and also being con-
nected with the Progressive Labor School. It was noted in that
commission’s report that there was close collaboration at the labor
school between the I. W. 0. and the Communist Party.

The investigation of this Commission developed creditable evi-
dence of Mr. Bradley’s continued interest in Communism. That
evidence pointed to his becoming a member in the Communist
Party in 1944, a delegate to Communist Party Conventions in
Boston in 1945, assignment to the Industrial Branch of the Com-
munist Party and recruiting of members to that party on the
waterfront, at Bethlehem Shipbuilding Company in East Boston,
when he was employed there, and also Communist activities as an
official of the National Maritime Union and the United Professional
and Office Workers of America. He later was assigned to the East
Boston Branch of the Communist Party, according to our evidence.
Our reliable information, further, is that he carried a banner in a
picket line in front of the courthouse in Foley Square, New York, in
protest against the trial of the eleven Communist leaders who were
convicted under the Smith Act, and that he organized a group to
attend the National Labor Council for Peace in Chicago.

Our investigators observed his active participation in the Massa-
chusetts Committee for the Bill of Rights and the Creative Arts
Workshop. The Creative Arts Workshop was an organization con-
ducted at 19 High Street, Boston, which furnished entertainment
for Communist front organizations. He has attended recent meet-
ings of the Progressive Party on the premises of the Community
Church of Boston.

We have also received credible evidence of Mr. Bradley’s asso-
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ciation in the Communist Party with Emmanuel Blum, Otis Hood,
Fannie Hartman, Frank Siegel, Daniel Boone Schirmer, Jerome
Olrich, Robert Goodman, Ann Hale and Helen Johnson.

Fred Bradley was a witness before this Commission, in public
session, on December 7, 1955. His full testimony is quoted below;

Mr. Bresnahan. Mr. Bradley,

The Chairman. You understand what was said previously I don’t know
whether you were in the room or not with reference to the question of photo-
graphs. If you object to a photograph being taken, you may state so and it will

i not be taken
The Witness. Well, actually I’m afraid that I wouldn’t have too much choice

If I don’t have my photograph taken here it will be taken out in the hall anyway
That is the way I feel about it. So I would rather have the photograph not taken.

Fred Bradi •orn.

Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan.J What is your name? A. Fred Bradley
Q. Where do you live? A. 11 Harvey Street, Everett
Q. What is your occupation? A. Painter.
Q. You are here without counsel? A. That is right.

Q. That is at your own election? A.
Q. Will you tell us where and when y

That is right

iu were born, Mr. Bradley? A. Chelesa,
Massachusetts, January 2, 1909,

Q. Would you tell us what education id where you secured it? A. I went to
various grammar schools in Chelsea, the to the Chelsea High School and com-
pleted three years of education. I didn’t ;raduate.

iter your third year at Chelsea HiglQ. Did you have any more schooli
A No, I didr

Q. And when did you hel High School? A. Well, I went back and
forth, actually. I left in ’25. Iwa ;ed to k ol and then went back,

think, around ’2B and then completed t other tw ir my third year

Q. Have you alwa A That is rightMlent

Q. Have you been a member of the ( immunist Party? A. I refuse to answer
,t oucst

nmunist Party? A. I refuse to answerQ. Are you now a membi (

that quest

The Chairman. On what grounds dc ic state his refusal
The Witness. On the Twelfth Amendment of our State Constitutior
Q. Have you ever had employment in a
Q. What labor organizations? A. The

anv labor organizations? A. Ye
Industrial Union of Marine and Ship-

building Workers, CIO. I was one of tl iders of that uni

Q. What was the name of it? A. IndustrialUnion of Marine and Shipbuildinglu

Workers, lUMSWA
Q. In what other unions have you beer employed? A. The United Office and

Professional Workers of America, CIO
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Q. And what others? A. That is all.
Q. When were you a member of the Marine & Shipbuilders Union? A. By the

way, 1 was a member also of the National Maritime Union. When was I a mem-
ber of the Shipbuilding Workers Union?

Q. Yes. A. 1940 to ’45
Q. Where were you employed then? A. East Boston. The Bethlehem Ship-

building Yard.
Q. Were they doing war work at the time? A. Yes. In that period, of course,

everybody was.
Q. Were you a member of the Communist Party when you were with the ship-

building union? A. I refuse to answer that question.
Q. What work did you do at East Boston for Bethlehem Steel? A. Electrician.
Q. On what land of ships? A. All kinds of ships.
Q. What offices did you hold in that union? A. Well, I was the secretary for

me year, one year and a halabout four years and business agent for
Q. Of a local? A. Of the local.
Q. What was the local number? A.
Q. When were you a member of the
Q. Where? A. Boston.

Local 25
National Maritime Union? A. 1946.

Q. For how long were you employed by them? A. I wasn’t employed by the
Union.

Q. Whom were you employed by when you were a member of the National?
A. Luckenbach Steamship Lines as a ship’s electrician.

Q. Did you hold some office in the National Maritime Union? A. No.
Q. Were you employed by the United Office and Professional Workers? A. Yes.
Q. When were you employed by them? A. I think it was in 1947 or ’4B.
Q. What was your capacity with them? A. An organizer.
Q. Where was your field? A. In Boston.
Q. Who hired you? A. The membership.
Q. To whom did you apply? A. I didn’t apply to any one except the member-

ship.
Q. Did Frank Siegal hold some office in the United Office and Professional

Workers when you were employed by them? A. I refuse to answer that question on
the First Amendment of the Federal Constitution and the Twelfth of the State
Constitution.

Q. Were you employed by any other labor union? A. No, I was not.
Q. Were you ever a member of the Furniture Workers? A. No, I was not.
Q. Did you ever teach? A. Teach? No, I’m not a teacher. I’m a worker.
Q. Did you ever teach at the Progressive Labor School back in the thirties?

A. No. As I said, I am not a teacher. I couldn’t teach anybody except simple
trade unionism, how to organize for better working conditions and better wages,
and so on. That is all I know.

Q. Were you a member of the East Boston branch of the Communist Party?
A. I refuse to answer that question.

Q. Were you ever employed by the General Electric Company? A. Yes, I was.
Q. When were you employed by them? A. 1939.
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Q. Were you a member of any union then? A. There was no union that I could
be a member of at that time.

Q. Have you been interested in peace? A. Oh, definitely.
Q. Did you ever attend any peace conventions of the National Labor Council

for Peace? A. I refuse to answer that question. I have been, you know, to peace
meetings of one kind or another. I don’t know who they were called by. As long
as they had the topic of peace, it would be of interest to me, I’m sure.

Q. And is it of interest to you to have people prosecuted under the Smith Act?
A. I don’t know what you mean.

Q. Well, specifically did you go to New York with a delegation and picket the
Foley Square Court House when the e leven Communists were being tried before

to answer that question.Judge Medina and a jury? A. I refuse
Q. Were you a member of any cell of the Communist Party in the Maritime

dion.union? A. I refuse to answer that que
Q. Were you associated in the Comr imist Party with Emmanuel Blum, David

Russo, Daniel Boone Schirmer, JeromeRosenberg, Fannv Hartman, Michae
Olrich, Nat Mills? A. I refuse to answer that question

Q. Have you been a member of the Massachusetts Committee for the Bill of
Rights. A. I refuse to answer that question.

Q. In fact, were you an actor in a skit put on by the Massachusetts Committee
fer the Bill of Rights on an occasion wh
fuse to answer that question.

;h they called their Jan A. I re-

Q. Were you ever a memer of the Crt .five Arts Workshop'
gives a refusal to answer like that, it isThe Chairman. Mr. Counsel, when

under the privileges of the Constitution
The Witness. Twelfth Artick
Q. Were you ever a member of the Ci

A. I refuse to answer that question.
.live Arts Workshop at 19 High Street

Q. Did you attend rehearsals
that question.

nv cast? A. I refuse to answer.en

:r at this timeMr. Bresnahan. I have no questior
The Chairman. Any questions on the part of members of the Committee?
The witness may make a voluntary statement bearing on the questions asked and

the answers given, if he wishes at this time Do you wish to make a statement
ission would do better if it would dissolve
mies that are making quite a racket out
it of it, or perhaps the growing juvenile
landlords that expect to get rich pretty

The Witness. Yes. I think this Comn
itself and investigate the insurance comp
of the demerit system and getting rich o
problems that are facing this state, or th
soon.

Mr. Bresnahan. If that is what he is g
not to go further. It is not germane to wh

ling to speak on, I ask that he be ordered
it has been asked of him.

The AVitness. All right.

[Witness signs voucher,]

Mr. Bresnahan. You are excused
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Eileen Murphy Breen.
Address: Pond Road, Minot, Mass.
Born; Scituate, Mass., May 18, 1894.

This Commission lias received creditable evidence that Eileen
Murphy Breen became a member of the Quincy Branch of the
Communist Party about 1946.

Among her other activities she became a member of the Civil
Rights Congress, Freedom of the Press Committee, Minute Women
for Peace, Massachusetts Committee for the Bill of Rights, sponsor
of the Paul Robeson concert in Otisfield Hall in April of 1952, author
of a letter to Judge Medina requesting a mistrial for Communist
Party leaders tried before him, and Committee to Secure Justice
for the Rosenbergs. She was one of the promoters of the Scituate
Forum when it was in existence. She carried on active associations
and meetings with Phil Koritz, Mary Walsh Carlson, Henry Silber-
man, Walter O’Brien, Helen Johnson. She is the mother of Joan
Breen Lipshires, who is also mentioned in this report.

There is quoted below her testimony before this Commission:

Eileen Murphy Breen, sworn

Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan.] What is your name? A. My name is Eileen Murphy
Breen.

Q. And your residence is where, Mrs. Breen? A. Pond Road, Minot, Massa-
chusetts, which is in Scituate.

Q. Is that a division of North Scituate, Minot? A. Y
Q. And you are a widow? A. Yes.
Q. Joan Lipshires, who was a witness here this morning, is your daughter?

A. That is right.

Q. You are accompanied by counsel? A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Bresnahan. Will counsel state his name and address for the record?
Mr. Kantrovitz. GabrielKantrovitz, 294 Washington Street, Boston.
Q. Mrs. Breen, you are not employed. Do you have any business? A. No, sir.
Q. Are you a member of the Communist Party? A. I will use the Twelfth

Article for that, and always, when I invoke my rights under the First Amendment
of the Constitution.

Q. Did you have any part in the Samuel Adams School of Boston? A. Twelfth
Article.

Q. Are you a member of the Civil Rights Congress? A. Twelfth Article.
Q. A member of the Freedom of the Press Club? A. I will use the Twelfth

Article.
Q. Have you been a member of the New England Citizens Concerned for Peace?

[Witness confers with counsel.]
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A. Like President Eisenhower, I am concerned with peace and I hope we all are,
but I will use the Twelfth Article.

Q. Were you a member of the Minute Women for Peace? A. These are two
peace organizations. Surely peace organizations aren’t subversive.

Q. Well, the Minute Women for Peace has been declared subversive by the
Attorney General of the United States. Have you been a member of the Minute
Women for Peace?

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. I will use the Twelfth Article.
Q, Are you a member of the Massachusetts Committee for the Bill of Rights of

which Nathaniel Mills has been the head? A. I use the Twelfth Article.
Q. Were you a sponsor for Paul Robeson’s concert at Otisfield Hall in April of

1952? A. Twelfth Article
Q. Were you a member of the Committee to secure clemency for the Rosen-

bergs? A. I ■will use the Twelfth Article,
Q. Have you held Communist Party meetings in your home? A. Twelfth

Arti
Q. Have you attended Communist Party meetings in Soituate at the home of

Carl and Mary Carlson? A. Twelfth Article.
Q. Have you attended meetings of the Communist Party with Phil Kovitz?

A. Twelfth Article
Henry Silverman? A. Twelfth Ar
With Walter O’Brien? A. Twelfth Article
With Sidney Lipshires? A. Twelfth Article
With Helen Johnson? A. Twelfth Article.

Q. Have they been at Communist Party meetings in your home? A. Twelfth
Artie

Q. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with Norman Satterthwaite?
A. Twelfth Article.

Q. With George Roe? A. Twelfth Article.
Q. With Margaret Schirmer? A. Twelfth Article.
Q. Have you contributed money to the Communist Party in the year 1954?

A. Twelfth Article
Q. In the year 1955? A. Twelfth Art
Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further qi ition;

The Chairman. Mr. Cashman?
Mr. Cashman. No.
Q. [By the Chairman.] We have asked you over here to help us investigate

Communism and subversive activities. Can you give us any information with
reference to the Communist Party? A. I didn’t hear that.

Q. Can you give us any information with reference to the Communist Party in
this Commonwealth?

[Witness confers with counsel

A. I will use Article Twelve.
The Chairman. That is all. I have questionsno
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Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further questions.
The Chairman. You are entitled, Madam, to make a statement. \

The Witness. Yes, I would like to read this.
The Chairman. That is all right. The only thing is we want it pertinent to the

questions.
The Witness. I have been required to appear before this Commission to give

evidence of what I know about Communism and subversive activities. I have
answered all questions about myself and others that I think this Commission has
a moral right to ask. The ones that were unanswered I feel were an infringement

on my rights under the First Amendment of the I ederal Constitution and the
Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts State Constitution.

Like Abou Ben Adhem, I love my fellowman. Abou Ben Adhem, may his tribe
increase, awoke one night from a deep dream of peace. That is my dream, a world
of peace, a world in which there is no war, no fighting, no bombing, where little
children can look into the sky without fearing its bringing them death, where young
men do not find themselves in foreign lands systematically killing their fellowmen
and wondering why they are doing it; a world in which man’s heart is full of love,

not hate. ~

The meeting of the heads of governments at Geneva has brought hope to all

mankind, and the feeling in so many parts of the world is, it is time for people to get

together, to understand each other’s aims, desires and points of view. For this m

my small way I have been working and will continue to do so in spite of the Massa-

chusetts Commission.

Israel Max Buckman

Address: 23 Abbott Street, Dorchester.
Born: Boston, Mass., February 27, 1916,

Education; Boston English High School; Boston Trade School
Married; Rachel Moskovitz, November 11, 1937, at Boston.

This Commission has received creditable evidence that Israel
Max Buckman has been a member of the Communist Party. His

activities in the Party date back to 1945. In 1947 he was a mem-
ber of the Dorchester Branch, and in 1948 became a member ot the

Executive Board of the Party. He has solicited funds for the Party

and has held meetings in his home. He was in attendance at a

reception in 1949 to Gerhart Eisler in Boston. He was a member
of the International Workers Order. His activities have included
the solicitation of subscriptions for the “Daily Worker,” membei-
ship in the American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign

Born, the Boston Committee for the Defense of Steve Nelson,

Committee to Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs, picketing the
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State House in their behalf, and the Massachusetts Committee for
the Bill of Rights.

He never appeared as a witness in public session before this
Commission.

Address: 23 Abbott Street, Dorchester.
Born: Rachel Moskovitz, Worcester, Mass., June 23, 1914.
Married: Israel Max Buckman, Boston, Mass., November 14, 1937,

This Commission has received creditable evidence that Rachel
Buckman has been a member of the Communist Party, that she
was a member of the Communist Political Association in 1944, the
Communist Party in 1945, that she was active in the Roxbury and
Dorchester area and held Communist cel! meetings in her home,
and that she held offices in the Party. She was active in 1952 in
the Minute Women for Peace. In 1953 she was a member of the
Committee to Secure Clemency for the Rosenbergs and was a mem-
ber of the picket line in front of the State House in their behalf.
She has also been active in the Freedom of the Press Committee in
behalf of the “Daily Worker” and is a contributor to the Civil
Rights Congress Fund.

She has never been a witness in public session before this Com
mission.

Homer Bates Chase
Address: Hillsboro, N. H.
Born: January 29, 1917, at Washington, N. H.

Homer Bates Chase was a delegate to the District Convention of
the Communist Party at Otisfield Hall, Roxbury, on January 19
and 20, 1957. His family has been closely identified with the Com-
munist Party over a long period of years. He served as a member
of the International Brigade of the Spanish Civil War. He stated
in June, 1949, in the Superior Court in the State of Georgia, that
he was the head of the Communist Party in Georgia.

Rachel Buckman.
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Joseph Corh Chase.
Address: 32 Mason Terrace, Brookline, Mas;
Born; May 3, 1913, at Belmont, Mass.
Married: Anna Movitz in Nashua, N. H., December 5, 1936,

Joseph Corb Chase attended, as a delegate, the District Conven-
tion of the Communist Party at Otisfield Hall, Roxbury, on Janu-
ary 19 and 20, 1957. He has been a member of the Communist
Party for a great many years. He circulated petitions for Otis
Hood for the Boston School Committee in 1937. He attended a
Builders’ Conference of the Communist Party of New England with
Herbert Philbrick in 1947. He was very active in the Massachu-
setts Committee for the Bill of Rights.

Oliver Lincoln Chase.
Address: 21 Abbott Street, Dorchester, Mass.
Born: February 17, 1920, at Washington, N. H
Occupation: Carpenter, self-employed.

Oliver Lincoln Chase attended, as a delegate, the District Con-
vention of the Communist Party at Otisfield Hall, Roxbury, on
January 19 and 20, 1957. He comes from a family that has long
been connected with the Communist Party.

Mr. Chase joined the Communist Party in 1940. On January 23,
1949, he delivered a speech over Station WSAR at Fall River, Mass.,
and there identified himself as chairman of the Communist Party of
Waltham, Mass. Pie was then prominent for a short time in the
Parent-Teachers Association at Waltham. He was a member of
the Labor Youth League, the Massachusetts Committee for the
Bill of Rights and is a subscriber to the “Daily Worker.”

Abraham Cohen
Address: 77 Bigelow Street, Quincy, Mass
Born: September 22, 1916, Boston, Mass.
Education: Public schools, Quincy, Mass.; Quincy High School, Massachusetts

School of Optometry.
Occupation; Optometrist.

This Commission has received creditable evidence that Abraham
Cohen became a member of the Communist Party about 1944, and
that he was active in Communist meetings in Quincy.
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On October 26, 1947, he spoke over a Fall River radio station,
under the auspices of the Communist Party. He became very ac-
tive in the Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg case in
1952.

His close associates in communist activities have been Norman
Satterthwaite, Carl Carlson and

He was a delegate to the Dist
Party at Otisfield Hall, Roxbury

There is quoted below his test
public session, on September 14,

Lawrence Parrish.
Convention of the Communist■ic

on January 19 and 20, 1957.
mony before this Commission, in
1955.

1 <

Q. [By Mr. I an.] What is v A. Abraham Coinr n,

Q. Where do you live, Mr. Cohen? A. 77 Bigelow Street, Quincy.
on are here without counsel? A. Yes, sir

Q. And that is at your own A. Yes, sir
Q. You were asked that before, and the Commission offered to get you an

attorney? A. Yes

Q. Now you want to raise a point of order? A. I would like to know if mv
name was given out to the newspapers on Mond

Mr. Cashman. Are you addressing that question to the Chairman or to me?
The Witnbss. The Chairma
Mr, Cashman, The Chairman at the n tis Mr. Randall. My recollectio:

with your permission, Mr. Randall, is t r. Randall was not here. Repre
native Sala was here.
Mr. Bbbsnahan. Might I answer him To the best of my knowledge, I think

whether or not it was given out by any mber of the Commission or its counsel
lies solely within the discretion of the C mission and its counsel, and that they
are free to do or not to do as they see fit that matter

The Witness. Well, this is pert today and the witrrtment t

that were here this morning.
Mr. Bresnahan. I object to

Q. Where were you born, Air. Cohen? A. Malder
Q. What year? A. 191

And what was your schooling? A. I the city of Qui
' Ouincv? AQ. How far Twelfth

Q. Did you receive a diploma? A. Yc
Q. What diploma did you receive frc at school? A. From high school,

certificate of graduation, I suppose.
What year was that? A. 1934.

Q. And following that did you have any rther formal education. A, Yes, sir.
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Q. Where and when? A. Massachusetts School of Optometry. I graduated
in 1937.

Q. Bid you get a degree from the Massachusetts School of Optometry? A. No,
A certificate.

Q. Which entitled you to practice what? A. Optometry.
Q. And what has been your occupation since 1937? A. Well, 1 don’t think it is

pertinent to the investigation.
Mr. Bresnahan. Well, I think it is. I ask that he be ordered to answer,

The Witness. In which way is my profession or working for myself pertinent to
the investigation of Communism?

The Chairman. What business are you in, sir?
The Witness. That is part of it. I mean I don’t think that is important. I

don’t see the grounds.
The Chairman. We happen to, and I am going to ask you what business are

you in.
The Witness. Then I invoke the Twelfth Article.
Q. Do you practice optometry in the city of Quincy? A. If I thought this had

anything to do
Q. Do you practice? A. I’m not ashamed of what I do and what I don’t do,

but I don’t see that it is important to the investigation.
Mr. Bresnahan. I ask that he be ordered to answer the question
The Witness. Then I invoke the Twelfth Article.
Q. Are you a member of the Communist Party? A. 1 invoke the Twelfth

Article.
Q. Have you been a member of the Communist Party and of the Quincy branch

of it? A. As I stated before, any questions like that I will invoke the Twelfth
Article on.

Q. Well, you do invoke it? A. Yes, sir
Q. Have you made speeches or addresses over Station WSAR, under the auspices

of the Communist Party? A. Twelfth Article.
Q. Did you specifically, to give one date, on October 26, 1947, make an address

over WSAR under the auspices of the Communist Party? A. Twelfth Article.
Q. Did you, over the air, invite people to write the Communist Party for more

information? A. Twelfth Article.
Q. Were you a member of the Committee on behalf of the Rosenbergs in 1952?
Mr. Cashman. Before you answer that question, we know that you are here

without counsel and you have indicated that that was of your own choice and your
own volition.

The Witness. Yes, sir.
Mr. Cashman. There may be certain questions the significance of which may

be lost on you.

The Witness. I don’t think the significance is lost. I think I was just mulling
over in my own mind as a point that I don’t see where any organizat'on I belonged
to I will answer the Twelfth Amendment.

Q. Is that because you have a belief that if you answered if you might possibly
incriminate yourself? A. I have no way of knowing what you may have about me.
There is nobody here to testify against me. I mean except for what you tell me.
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Q. Have you attended Communist Party meetings at the Quincy branch of the
Communist Party? A. Have I answered that before?

Q. I’m asking you. A. I answered that question once.
The Chairman. Answer it again, sir.
The Witness. Twelfth Article.
Q. Have you been a member of the same branch of the Communist Party with

Norman Satterthwaite and Lawrence Parrish and Carl Carlson? A. Sir, I will
pick my own friends, my own social friends.

Q. I think you have. A. And I think the members of the Legislature, by doing
what they have done to the Crime Commission, have picked their friends. I
answer the Twelfth.

Q. Have you attended Communist Party meetings in the home of Carl Carlson
in Scituate? A. Twelfth Article.

Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further questions of this witness at this time.
Q. [By the Chairman.] Sir, you refused to tell us what business you are in.

You graduated from high school in what year? A. 1934.
Q. And you live where? Down in Quincy? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you always lived in the Quincy area? A. Outside of the first six years
ray life.
Q. So from the time you graduated from high school in Quincy you have either

lived there or been around Quincy, is that right? A. Except for the time I was in
the Service.

Q. And when was that, sir? A. 1942 to 1946
Q. What branch of the service were you in? A. Army of the United States
Q. And you won’t tell us anything else or anything you might know about what

we are looking for here, anything you might know about the Communist Party, for
instance? A. I think that if the people want to have a political belief, they can
have it.

Q. But you won’t tell us any information that you might have with reference tc
the Communist Party, will you? A. No.

The Chairman. That is all. I have no further questions.
Mr. Bresnahan. You are entitled to make a statement on any matter that you

have been interrogated on.
The Witness. The statement I would like to make is certainly the statement

that everybody else here has made.
Mr. Bresnahan. That you avail yourself of therights whenasked about matters

whether or not you have been a member of the Communist Party?
The Witness. When I want you to put the words in my mouth, I will ask you to.
Mr. Bresnahan. Go ahead.
The Witness. That is one of the troubles in this State.
The Chairman. Sir, you are entitled to make a statement.
The Witness. That is what I would like to make. I would like to say what

almost every one else has said that if we had more freedom in this State we would
all be proud to be citizens of Massachusetts, that when we go somewhere somebody
is hounding us.
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Alice Fehlhaher,
Address: 115 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Gloucester, Mass
Born: January, 1914, in New York, Alice Allen.

io, A.IEducation: Oberlin College, 0.
uly 18, 1946, at Cleveland, OhMarried: Elmer 0. Fehlhaber,

3W York City. Her first manAlice Fehlhaber was bom in IS
iter married Elmer Fehlhaber awas to Robert Fritzmeir. Sh

Cleveland. Ohio. With 1 nd, she moved to C-loucestcr m
lent there sinceind 1951, and has been a re;

xecutive hearing on FebruMrs. Fehll witnc

mx. She testified to her nararv 23, 1956, before this Comm
and invoked the Twelfth ArticleIdress, place and time of birth

f the Massachusetts Constitution on all other questions, including
her marriage and education

This Commission has received creditable evidence that M
the Communist Party and comFehlhaber has been a member of
our information that she was ac
Ohio, before taking up her resi

munist front organizations. It is
tive in the Communist Party in

a, member of the picket line irdence in Massachusetts. She w r
sting the trial of the eleven com-front of the federal building prot
11), sponsored by the Ohio Civilmunist leaders (including Gus H

velcome home party for Gus Hall
,s a promoter of Communist Part}

Rights Congress, attended the
following his conviction, and v

,chusetts she became a member ofMay Day rallies. While in Tv
Clemency for the Rosenbergs. Shethe Boston Commit

f an organization in Gloucesterwas one of the original promo
Conference. The confere
tings were held. She and

,o establish a (

abandoned before any public n
PTA in Gloucester. Mrs. Fehlband were also interested in tl

mal privileges, to answer anhaber refused, under her const!
questions regarding her affiliation

Irs. Fehlhaber was never a witness in puohc
*

Elmer 0. Fehlhah
Address: 115 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Gloucester, Mass.

Born: Minneapolis, Minnesota, March 19, 1907.
Service: U. S. Army, World t\ ar 11.
Married: Alice A. Fritzmeir, July 18, 1946, at Cleveland, Ohio.
Occupation: Newspaperman, labor leader, proofreader.
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Elmer 0. Fehlhaber has been a resident of Gloucester since 1951.
He first came to the attention of this Commission as a result of
activities in Gloucester, Mass., when an attempt was being made
to establish a peace conference organization. Our investigation led
to receipt by this Commission
Fehlhaber had a long and active
the United States.

of creditable evidence that Mr.
career in the Communist Party of

lachusetts from Cleveland, OhuMr. Fehlhaber came to Mas
Our information is that he had been a newspaperman associated
with the “Brooklyn Eagle,” the “Minneapolis Journal” and the
“Cleveland News.” At one time he was city hall and courthouse
reporter for the “Cleveland News” and left the newspaper busine
to enter the labor movement. At one time he was an
Cleveland Industrial Council, CIO, and was an officer of r

Union.roremen’s and Warehousemen’s
This Commission has received reditable evidence that Mr. Fel

haber became a member of the ( xmmunist Party in 1935 in Cleve-
d as having been chairman of theland, Ohio. He has been ident

Cleveland County Section of the Communist Party, and an offi
of the state organization of the Communist Party for the Districta

Ohio. He worked actively and publicly and spoke over the rfradio

Ohio on behalf of the Communist Party. He was a delegate t o

the Ohio State Conventions of the Communist Party. In 1949
was associated with the “Daily Worker” in Ohio. He was very

friendly with Gus Hall, chairman of the Communist Party in the
State of Ohio, and one of the eleven leader
Party convicted by a jury in a court presided over by Judge M
in 1949 in New York. Mr. Fehlhaber was one of a picket line spor
sored by the Civil Rights Congress in Ohio, which picketed the fed
eral building protesting this trial. He was associated in Ohio with
a number of communist front organizations and was very active
there until the time he left Cleveland and came to Massachusetts

At an executive session of this Commission on February 23, 1956,
Mr. Fehlhaber appeared as a witness. He testified to his residence
in Gloucester for a period of some four years; to his birth in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and to his army service; but availed him
self of the Fifth Amendment regarding his past education, occupa
tion and membership in the Communist Party. He was never

witness in public
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Lewis Paine Gordon.
Address: 386 Chestnut Street, Lynn, Mass,
Married: Doris Gordon.
Occupation: Shoe Worker.

Lewis Gordon moved from Maine to Massachusetts in 1953. He
has been employed as a shoe worker in Lynn. He was a delegate in
attendance to the District Convention of the Communist Party at
Otisfield Hall, Roxbury, in January, 1957.

Mr. Gordon became a member of the Communist Party in May,
1935. Records of the Secretary of State for the State of Maine
show that Lewis Gordon was Secretary of the Communist Party in
1940. He was legislative agent in 1941, 1943 and 1949. The
“Portland Press Herald” of June 26, 1944, stated that Lewis Gordon
was elected president of the Maine Communist Political Association.
He is a subscriber of the “Daily Worker.”

Marguerite C. Hicks
Address: 24 Wabon Street, Roxbury, Mass.
Born; January 29, 1909, at Daytona Beach, Fla
Maiden name: Marguerite Calvin.
Married: Louis Hicks, June 22, 1932, at Boston, Ma;
Education: Boston elementary and high schools, evening courses at Boston

University.
Occupation: Housewife

This Commission has received creditable evidence that Marguerite
Hicks has been an active member of the Communist Party and
associated with organizations that have promoted Communist
causes. Reliable information has been obtained that she was a
delegate to the District Convention of the Communist Party in
Boston in 1945, and that subsequently she actively recruited mem-
bers in that party; that she became branch leader and chairman of
the Roxbury and the Boston branch of the party. She was a mem-
ber of the Civil Rights Congress, Minute Women for Peace, the
Progressive Party, and the New England Citizens Concerned for
Peace. She has been a contributor of the Communist magazine
“Masses and Main Stream.” She is also closely associated in or-
ganizational activities with Michael Russo, Ann Burlak Timpson,
Sidney Lipshires, William Harrison, Edith Abber and Eugene Abber.
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There is quoted below the transcript of her testimony before this
Commission on December 7, 1955.

Mr. Bresnahan. Marguerite Hicks.
The Chairman. You understand our rule in reference to the taking of photo

graphs. Have you objections to a photograph at this time?
The Witness. I have. But they might as well take it. They are going to get it

anyway.
The Chairman. We have nothing to do with photographers.
The Witness. I know.
The Chairman. You have no objection?
The Witness. I have no objection,

Marguerite C. Hicks, sivor,

Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan.] What is your name? A. Marguerite C. Hicks.
Q. That is Mrs. Hicks? A. That is Mrs. Hicks.
Q. And you live where? A. 24 Wabon Street in Roxbury.
Q. You are here accompanied by counsel? A. Ye
Mr. Bresnahan. Will Mr. Kantrovitz please identify himself for the record
Mr. Kantrovitz. Gabriel Kantrovitz, 294 Washington Street, Boston. At

this time I would like, on behalf of my client, to submit an oral motion. First I
would like to make inquiry of the Commission whether or not at this time it wants
to inquire into any area that it didn’t seek to inquire into last week at the executive
session?

The Chairman. Will you answer him, Mr. Counsel?
Mr. Bresnahan. We intend to inquire into all areas with which we are con-
Ned, namely, Communism, Communist Party, subversive activitie
Mr. Kantrovitz. Well, accordingly I would like to move that this subpoena be

quashed and the witness be excused. This is the very area which you inquired into
last week, and this is a repetition of that inquiry and I contend there is no legislative
purpose being served in a repetition of the inquiry last week. It is an abuse of

formation leading to legislation. It is
, week, and I say it is an unwarranted

legislative power. It doesn’t seek
just a duplication of what took place I
punishment by publicity

are unable to inquire further into thThe Chairman. You claim, sir, that
areas we have started to inquire into?

Mr. Kantrovitz. I say it is a repi ion of the inquiry last week where, in
>n which provides that before any oneessence, you are violating the Constitut

can be punished by any smear or publicity or charge there must be a grand jury
proceeding, and I would like to direct
wealth v. Harris, 231 Mass., 584, when
the Bill of Rights in respect to grand ju
hibit the scandal and disgrace of a trial
crimes and offences when, in truth, tin
guilt. And it is in that regard that Ira
subpoena be quashed and the witness I

s Commission’s attention to Common-
r courts, in pointing out the purpose of

t

proceedings, said its purpose was to pro-
public of persons charged with infamous
was no sufficient cause to suspect their
this oral motion and again ask that this

•e

ist

xcusec
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The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, will you speak on the motion?
Mr. Bresnahan. I would move that this motion be denied.
Mr. Kantrovitz. I would like to reserve my objections.
Representative Randall. I think that 1 would like to see the motion in writing.

Representative Randall. Will you submit it after in writing

Mr. Kantrovitz. I shall.
Representative Randall. And it is a motion to qua;
Mr. Kantrovitz. Quash the subpoena and excuse the witness, and since it

will come at the end of the testimony, that all testimony be stricken.
The Chairman. The Commission has voted to deny your motion, and it is ac-

acordingly denied. Will you proceed with the questioning, Mr. Counsel?
Q. Will you tell us, Mrs. Hicks, where you were born and what education you

received? A. I was born in Daytona Beach, Florida.
Q. When? A. January of 1909. I went to public schools in Boston
Q. How old were you when you came to Boston? A. As I told you last wee

I was eight years old.
Q. What schooling did you obtain? A. As I told you last week, I obtained the

elementary school education, high school and courses in Boston University night
rool

rr marriage? A. Yes, I waiQ. And were you employed prior to y
Q. Will you tell us where you were employed? A. I was employed, r

urn J •/

tinuously, but at some time, in various domestic employment
Q. When were you married? A. I was married June 22, 1932.
Q. What was your maiden name? A. My maiden name was Marguerite Calvin.
Q. Did you at some time, Mrs. Hicks, join the CommunistParty? A. I refuse

to answer that question on the Twelfth Article as my protection.
Q. Did you join the Communist Political Association? A. Would you repeat

that question?
Q. Did you join the Communist Political Association? A. I refuse to answer

that question on the basis of the Twelfth Article and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

. ...

Q. Were you ever a delegate to District Conventions of the Communist Political

Association? A. I refuse to answer on the same ground.
Q. Were you the branch leader of any branch of the Communist Party in

Boston? A. I refuse to answer that question for the aforementioned reasons.

Q. Were you ever chairman of the CommunistParty in Boston? A. I refuse to

answer that question for the aforementioned reasons.
Q. Did you become a member of the Civil Rights Congress? A. I refuse to

answer that question on the grounds of the Twelfth Article of the State of Massa-

chusetts Constitution.
Q. Were you ever a member of the Minute Women for Peace? A. I refuse to

answer that question on the same grounds.
Q Were you an active member of the New England Citizens Concerned for

Peace? A. I refuse to answrer that question on the same grounds.

In other words, I don’t like these oral motions
Mr. Kantrovitz. I can submit it in wxitir
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Q. Have you ever been a contributor to the periodical “Masses and Mair
stream?” A. I refuse to answer that question.

Q. Do you know Michael Russo? A. I refuse to answer that question.
Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further questk
The Chairman. Any questions of the witwitness on the part of members of the

(

Representative Randall. I have no questior
The Chairman. No questions from members of the Commission. You are en-

titled to make a statement, either oralh j own volition, in
to at this hearing.

or in writ
respect to the questions asked and tt iwers returned ther
If you wish to make a st t at this ti re, you may d

The Witness. I have a very short iuld to thtateme

Commission
[Read i ar now not

ting viol itage or discrimination in any form. lam
les of the Negro people and the American

tion, sabi
a loyal citizen concerned wit

whworkin
tto inquire into my political beliefs. ItI feel that this Commissio riE

is an unconstitutional committee, since it ks to violate my basic rights by prying
into and having to make public my thou. :hts

am concerned with subversion, vc much concerned with it, and believe it
ild be rooted out wherever it appear I will begin with the White Citi

Council set up by tl class” in quotes, the white people in the south, to
irce by murder and economic reprisals their own brand of Americanism. They
ant Negroes to continue without the vote, to continue to live in segregated, sub-

standard schools, and accept whatever aspect of second-class citizenship. The
Supreme Court of the United States 1 ruled against some of these issues, but

ne governors and others in high plae penly stated that they are not
ling to abide by this decision
The me wounding in Mississippi, anotherthree murders and

murder in Virginia, and many economic risals, all of this visited on the Negrc
ling segregation now. These are sub-people who let it be known they are for

versive acts, as you well know. Yet nov re have I seen any state or governmernment
body hailing any persons before them t itands andinvestigate t
murderous act.

committees in the nth are calling the NAACP membership
subversive, and I would like to say I sp NAACP, and the chairman didn’t
know what those letters meant. The’ 1 for the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, formed in 1909 because there was a need for it in
this country and there still is in Massa las in Mississippi. Indeed,1U

Negroes when they speak up anywhere i i this country are called Communists, are

asked to prove their anti-Communism as itting them up. Is that whya mi

I am called here today

In Ward 9, a few years ago, a Ni candidate to office was elected. This i
never could serve his constituents sine-Massachusetts, not Mississippi. But he

his votes were stolen. No investigating committee was set up to look into this
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No newspaper series was written about it. Negro people are still without repre-
sentation on any city level. The number of city appointees is now low, despite
promises to the contrary, and in Massachusetts also it is not yet possible for Negro
people to rent or buy a home wherever they may choose without discrimination.
The poorest houses at the highest rentals or buying prices is still the order of the
day. And I would say that I feel that those are some of them, just a very few of the
area that subversion could be found if you really are interested in it, rather than
having me called up here today to testify to a lot of silly, repetitious questions
which you asked last week and which mean nothing today any more than they did
last week. That is my statement.

The Chairman. Any questions relative to her statement?
Mr. Bresnahan. I move she be excused.
The Chairman. If you will sign a voucher, if you wish, for a witness fee, you will

be excused.
[Witness signs voucher.]

Mr. Kantrovitz. May Ibe afforded a day within which to type up that motion
and submit it?

Representative Randall. Sure.

Frances Briggs Allen Hood.
Address: 33 Fayston Street, Roxbury, Mass.
Born: Boston, Mass., February 4, 1907.
Married: Otis Archer Hood, in Boston, on June 24, 1939.
Education: Graduate Radcliffe College, 1929, 8.A., Cum Laude, in history and

With her husband, Mrs. Hood has been a long-time member and
leader in the Communist Party.

This Commission has received credible evidence that she joined
the Communist Party in Indianapolis, Indiana, in the spring of
1936. She was a member and president of the West End Club of
the Communist Party in 1941, has been a member of the Civil
Rights Congress, the American Committee for Protection of the
Foreign Born, Minute Women for Peace, was on the faculty of the
Samuel Adams School in Boston, member of the Progressive Party
and the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. She was
a delegate to the District Conventions of the Communist Party in
January and March of 1957.

She was a defence witness in July, 1949, at the trial of the eleven
Communist Party leaders in the Federal Court in New York. She
was also in the picket line at the federal building, protesting the
trial of these Communist Party leaders.

literature.
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She has been a close contact in the Communist Party ofEmmanuel
Blum, David Rosenberg, Daniel Boone Schirmer, Ann Burlak Timp-
son, Edwin Garfield, Ann Garfield, Hugh DeGregory and Fanny
Hartman.

Edmund Salvatore Izzo.
Address: 81 Elm Street, Lawrence, Mass.
Born: November 7, 1924, at Lawrence, Mass.
Education; Lawrence grade schools, Lawrence High School, 1947, Boston Uni-

versity, A.8., 1951.

This Commission received credible evidence of many Communist
activities of Edmund Izzo before summoning him as a witness in a
public hearing on December 7, 1955. The evidence was to the effect
that Mr. Izzo had been a member of the Young Communist League,
the American Youth for Democracy, and that he was secretary-
treasurer of the publication “Unity” of the Young Communist
League in 1943. He was at one time a paid organizer of the Com-
munist Party in District One. He was also secretary-treasurer of
the Lawrence Branch of the Communist Party. As a member of
the Communist Party, he became an organizer for the United Elec-
trical Radio and Machine Workers of America, and his work, as
such an organizer, was principally in Pittsfield.

During the investigation of this Commission, Mr. Izzo was very
active in the Massachusetts Committee for the Bill of Rights.

He was also present at several meetings of the Progressive Party
and other functions on the premises of the Community Church in
Copley Square, Boston. He has written letters to the “Daily
Worker,” in behalf of Communist causes, and also letters to Boston
papers supporting the Communist line.

In the Communist Party, Mr. Izzo has been closely associated
with Ann Burlak Timpson, Otis Hood, Ann Garfield, Edwin Gar-
field, Daniel Boone Schirmer, Edith Abber and Fannie Hartman.
He is also a frequent visitor in Hudson, New Hampshire, at the
home of Hugo DeGregory, whose Communist activities, both in
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, are detailed by Attorney Gen-
eral Wyman in his report of subversive activities dated January 5,
1955.

The Commission sought information directly from Mr. Izzo as a
witness. The transcript of bis testimony follows:



HOUSE No. 2626. [Jan.46

4

e

Mr. Bkesnahan. I call Mr. Edmund Izzo.
The Chairman. Have you an objection to a photograph
The Witness. May I state a point on that?
The Chairman. You may.
The Witness. I think the lers are good workingmen, and should 1

refuse to have them take a photograph here they will take one in the corridor,

I will say that I will give my approval to the photographers to take a picture, pro-
viding there is not a police photographer among them.

The Chairman. I believe they are all press photographers, as far as I know.
These press photographers are not policemen.

ir the press to take them.I give my approval fThe Wit

Izzo, sworrEel
r name? A. My name is EdmundQ. [By Mr. Brbsnahan.] What is y

Q. I-z-z-o? A. That is correct.
0. E-d-m-u-n-d? A. Well, I always write it Edmund. On my birth certificate

it is Edmundo, which is the Italian nan
0. Have you a middle initial S.? A, Yes. My middlemans is Salvatore, but

niddle name.I don’t like to make pretensions with a

Q. Where do you live, Mr. Izzo? A
chusetts. That is my parental and my

live at 81 Elm Street, Lawrence, Massa-
voting resident

A.. I was born on November 7, 1924Q. Where were you born and when?

Q. Where? A. In Lawrence, Mass,
Q. Have you always been a residen of Lawrence? A. My family has always

1 from Lawrence ever since I was of votinglived in Lawrence. I have always vote
:dent at schoolage. I have lived in Boston while a stu(

Q. You have no counsel with you he:
Q. And that is with your own electic

that. I would like to have a.very good c

:re today? A. No, I have no counsel,
on? A. Well, I have some reservations or

sel, but in the short time that was given

to me to prepare for this hearing I wanted to think more about the question and
am here I won’t say I am here vohalso the question of finances. So I Mil say

irvations in that counsel is very expens:tarily without counsel, but with some res
to obta

r public statement here now. YouO. Let’s clear that up
ary of 1955, eleven months ago, weren’twere summonedby this Cc

you? A. That is right
That is rightAnd at that time you were ill? A
luldn’t come on account of your illness?O. And you wrote a letter that you c

V£. J
~

-

A. Yes. I was hospitalized at that time
d to the fact that atO. So eleven months ago you w

aefore this Commission. That ismight again, when you recovered, w
Wav that I would be

right, isn’t it? A. I was not alerted b (

recalled.
Q. Do you think a reasonably prudent

summoned might reasonably anticipate t
m in ymur position who had once been

,t he would again be summoned after he
figure that I would be sumrecovered? A. Yes, I guess that I migh
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Q. Now you were summoned when for this hearing today? A. I was told of
this hearing on last Wednesday.

Q. Well, on last Wednesday you were here in the State House at a hearing,
weren’t you? A. Yes, I was in the executive session.

Q. And you had been summoned the
the day after Thanksgiving. They gave
of the other witnesses that day of grace

Friday before that, hadn’t you? A. Yes,
me a day of grace. They didn’t give some

u were summoned to appear here on theQ. Well, from the 26th of November
30th, is that right? A. Yes.

Q. Well now, when you were here a week ago you did not have counsel? A. That
is right.

Q. You told us, among other things, that you didn’t have time to get counsel, ii
that right? A. No. I said that I had not been given enough time.to know whether
I would require counsel

5- So a week ago today you were told to be here today. Do you consider a
week reasonable time in which to engage counsel? A. Look

ij. No. You raised this, Mr. Izzo, and I want to pursue it. Do you consider a
week reasonable time to get counsel? A. I consider this, that a person should t
given enough time to go over the whole record of this Commission, and I was not
given that time. I wanted to examine files of newspapers, I wanted to examine
the public documents that had been issued by this Commission, I wanted to go
through the whole thing and then I would know whether I needed counsel or not to
appear here.

Now when did you make up yourmind to that? A. To what
Q. That you needed the time to go over the whole work of this Commission and

its reports and newspaper dal a? A. Since I knew that I had to come here. Sine
I was summoned here

:r Thanksgivir5- In January, ’55? A. The day aft
if this Commission since the 23rd or 24th
ad the record in which the blacklist was

Q. Have you looked over any reports
or 25th of November? A. I partially r
put down.

Q. Is that the first time that you read it? Under oath do you say that is the
first time you read that document? A. I did not complete the reading of the
document. That is the first time I read portions of that document.

Q. Did you ever complete it before? A. I never completed the reading of
that. By the way, I don’t know the number of that document.

Q. That is Senate Document 760, for your edification. Now you have also
raised the question of financial involvement of securing counsel. Did the Com-
mission last week, when you suggested that, suggest that they would apply to the
Boston Bar Association to have the Bos
counsel free of charge to you? A. Yes, whi

on Bar Association furnish you with
;h I don’t know

Q. Did they? A. Y
Q. And did you refuse them? A. No, I did not refuse. I said I would like to

consider it, if I recall
Mr. Cashman. Have you considered it?
The Witness. Yes, I have considered it
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Mr. Cashman. Do you want to avail yourself of the offer that was made by the
Commission?

The Witness. No, I do not. want to,

Q. Then let’s get on. You said you were born in Lawrence, and I believe you
gave us the date that you were born. In case it isn’t in the record, will you repeat
it for me, please? A. November 7, 1924.

Q. Now, will you tell us what education you got? A. Well, I told you this in
executive session.

Q. I’m asking you that question now here in public session. Will you tell us
what has been your education? A. I was educated at the Hood Grammar School,
the Oliver Grammar School, both in Lawrence. I also attended the Lawrence
High School from which I graduated.

Q. What year did you graduate from Lawrence High School? A. I graduated
from Lawrence High School in 1947.

Q. And did you pursue your studies further? A. I went to Boston University,
Q. And when did you attend Boston University, for how long and whether or

not you got a degree? A. I attended Boston University from 1947 to 1951, and I
received a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Q. Did you get any further formal education? A. No, I got no further formal
education.

Q. What has been your occupation since you graduated from Boston University
in 1951? A. In the executive session I refused to go into the question of my em-
ployment, and I continued to refuse to go into the question of my employment, and
I would adopt the Twelfth Article of the Declaration of Rights and the Fifth
Amendment on that question. And I want to furthermore say that I have never
engaged in any dishonorable employment. I have always engaged in a productive
kind of employment.

Q. Would you tell us whatkind of employment you were in that was productive?
A. I said that I will not say anything further on the question of where I was em-
ployed, and for me to go into the question of the types of productive work which
I did I believe would begin to say where I worked, and I will not co-operate with
this Commission on any furtherance of its blacklist. I am a handicapped person,
and it is very difficult for me to get employment, and I have gone for months
without employment and I know what it is, and I haven’t got that kind of energy
to be running around from job to job.

Q. Are you employed now? A. I refuse to answer that on the basis of the
Twelfth Amendment. Also I think it is a redundant question because this Com-
mission sent two State Police to my place of employment and had the director
call me with all land of emergency things and place a pall of some kind of crimi-
nality and I have a pretty honorable record.

Q. Now let’s see in that as to your record. Do I understand from the moment
that Boston University awarded you with an A.B. degree in 1951 until this instant,
11.45 a.m. on December 7, 1955, you avail yourself of your constitutional privilege
under the Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts Constitution as to every moment
of your occupation, is that right? A. I avail myself under the Twelfth Amendment
of the State Constitution and under the Fifth of the Federal Constitution to refuse
to anwer any question as to my employment. I want to say that this Commission
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knew very well to find me on the day after Thanksgiving, and they probably
always knew where to find me in a similar instance. By the way, they also knew

Mr. Bresnahan. I think he has fully answered the question and I ask that the
witness be ordered to answer responsively and no more

The Chairman. Will you answer responsively instead of making speeches?
You are so ordered to do that.

Q. I’m going to ask —• A. I refuse to answer on the basis of the Twelfth
Article.
The Chairman. I’m going to ask you this question. Have you ever been en-

gaged in the manufacture of any secret or selective material for the United States
government?

The Witness. No, I have never been so engaged.
The Chairman. Well now, you have ans'wered a question relative to your em-

ployment.
The Witness. I have been answering questions relative to my employment.

I said I would not state where I have been employed and I take the Twelfth
Amendment on that. I take the Twelfth Article of the Constitution and the
Fifth Amendment

The Chairman. You have, however, answered the type of employment you
have been in. You have just indicated that

The Witness. Look, that is exactly the kind of question that McCarthy was
throwing at people constantly.

Mr, Bresnahan. I ask that this witness be ordered to answer the question
responsively and no more.

The Chairman. Will you answer Yes or No to our counsel?
The Witness. On the basis of the Twelfth Article of the Declaration of Rights

and the Fifth Amendment, I refuse to answer where I have been employed since I
left college.

Q. I want to ask you some specific things. I’m going to ask you to answer re
sponsively either Yes or No or avail yourself of your constitutional privileges.
Were you a member of thh Young Communist League? A. I refuse to answer that
question on the basis of the Twelfth Article of the Declaration of Rights and the
Fifth Amendment. By the way, I would like to have that understood. I don’t
need to repeat that, do I?

Q. When you refuse to answer, do you include in your refusal the Twelfth
Article of the Massachusetts Constitution and the Fifth Amendment to the Federal
Constitution? A. I didn’t get that wording.

Q. When you refuse to answer for the record henceforth, would your refusal be
based in part on the Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts Constitution, and the
Fifth Amendment of the United Constitution? A. Yes. I adopt my con-
stitutional rights.

Q. I’m going to ask you were you a member of the American Youth for De-
mocracy? A. Again I adopt my privilege under the Constitution.

Q. Have you here in Massachusetts been a paid organizer for the Communist
Party? A. I again adopt my privilege under the Twelfth Article and the Fifth
Amendment.

Q. Have you been a field organizer for the United Electrical, Radio and Machine
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Workers of America? A. I again will adopt the Twelfth Article and the Fifth
Amendment.

Q. Were you an officer of the Communist Party in Lawrence, Massachusett
A. Again I will adopt the Twelfth Article and the Fifth Amendment.

Q. Do you know Anthony Passaretti? A. I stated in the executive session that
I would not comply with the request to state my associations to this Commission.

Mr. Brbsnahan. I ask that he be ordered to answer the question whether he
knows Anthony Passaretti or not.not

The Witness. I take the Twelfth Amendment on that question, and I want t(

y that at no time have I ever been ashamed of any friends and acquaintances o:
associations

you another one. Do you know Hugh DeGregory of NewQ.
Hampshire? A. I adopt the Twelfth Article on the Declaration of Rights and tl
Fifth Amendment of the Constitution on that quest!

Q. DidQ. Did you wTork for the UE as an organizer in Pittsfield, Massachusetts?
A. Again I adopt my constitutional privileges on that question.

Me you today a member of the Communist Party? A. Again I adopt my

privileges on the basis of the Twelfth Article of the Constitution and the Fifth
Amendme

),. Have you ever been a member of th CommunistParty? A. Again I adopt
my privileges, my constitutional privileges

Q. Are you a member of the Massachi setts Committee for the Bill of Righ

A. Again I adopt the Twelfth and the Fi h
3 in association with Nat Mills and Ann
iinmittee for the Bill of Rights when it

Q. Did you attend a number of meetiii
Hale at the office of the Massachusetts C
was on Massachusetts Avenue? A. Again I refuse to state to this Commission any
meetings that I attended or any of my associations on the basis of the Twelfth
Article and the Fifth Amendment.

Q. Would that include meetings of the Progressive Party? A. That would in-
clude meetings of the American Legion, various churches and so on. I take the
Twelfth and the Fifth Amendment.

Q. Have you attended meetings of the Progressive Party on the premises of
the Community Church? A. Again I would like to take the Twelfth Article of the
Declaration of Rights and the Fifth Amendment, and I would like to protest the
idea of some illegality about people attending a meeting in a church.

The Chairman. Sir, as far as protests are concerned, you are allowed to make a

tatement at the end of the testimony. Will you answer the questions responsively?
The Witness. I answered the question
Mr. Brbsnahan. I have no further questions.
The Chairman. Are there any questions on the part of members of the Com-

mission?
Mr. Cashman. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Cashman
Q. [By Mr. Cashman.] Have you ever been present at any meeting or asso-

ciation or group of individuals where the violent overthrow of the government by
force was being advocated? A. I adopt the Fifth Amendment on that and the
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Twelfth Article of ihe Declaration of Rights, but I think that is like saying like
you a witch?the witchhunters might have said, “Are

Mr. Bresnahan. I ask that he be ore to answer the questions responsively
answer responsively. You invoke yourThe Chairman. You are order

constitutional guarantees?
The Witness. I invoke my constitu
Q. Have you ever been part association which

tow of thiiits underlying philosophy the nent? A. Would

[The question is readm
A. I take the Twelfth Article of the Declaration of Rights and the Fifth Amer•eclaration of Rights and the Fifth Amend-

ment. I have always been a member of only organizations which
patriotic aim.

Q. Are you familiar with the underlying philosophy of Communism? A. Or
is question I am again going to take the Twelfth Article of the Declaration o;

Rights and Fifth Amendment. I would be glad to discuss this question
Q. Over a cup of tea? A. not under compulsion.
Q. Over a cup of tea? A. Not under oath and not under this kind of com
ilsion
The Chairman. Any furthe

r. Cashman. I have no further questions.
The Chairman. If not, you are familiar with our rule by now that you at th

ilely on questions asked and the answersime may make a statement bearit
riven thereto at this hearing. Do t

The Witness. No, I have no prepared statement and I will not avail r
Mr. Bresnahan. I
inwealth?

Ie Com-

The Chairman. You are accordingl

Wolder Washinoion J
Address: 76 Radcliffe Street, Dorchester, A
Born: February 22, 191
Married: Helen Snyder at Boston, November 24, 194

W Wolger Johnson was a dele
Communist Party at Otisfielc

District Convention of the
1 on JH I

■evious report this Commission reviewed the Communist 1
ivities of his wife, Helen Johnsor idea in

a delegate to the Communist inspired Second World Peace (

gress held in November, 1950, at Warsaw, Poland.
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Wolger Johnson has long been and still is an active member of
the Communist Party. He has been actively associated with the
New England Citizens Concerned for Peace, the Progressive Party,
the I. W. 0., and the Boston Committee to Secure Justice for the
Rosenbergs.

Address: 117 Shore Drive, Winthrop, Mass.
Born: December 15, 1902, in Horting, Russia.
Married: Mary Klarfeld, March 20, 1937, in Rhode Island.
Occupation: Stitcher, shoe factory.

Myer Klarfeld is a native of Russia who came to the United
States, and on September 10, 1920, became a naturalized citizen.
He is a subscriber to the “Daily Worker.” He has been a member
of the I. W. O. and the Progressive Party. He also became a mem-
ber of the Communist Party, and was a delegate to the District
Convention of the Communist Party held at Otisfield Hall, Rox-
bury, on January 19 and 20, 1957.

Address: 203 Western Avenue, Gloucester, Mass.
Born: February 5, 1907, as Doris Hall, at Lakewood, Ohic
Education: McKinley Grammar School, Lakewood High School, graduated

Cleveland Institute of Art, 1929.
Married; Kalman Kubinyi at Greenville, Fa., March 16, 1933
Occupation: Artist at 157 Newbury Street, Boston.

Doris Hall Kubinyi was a witness at an executive hearing before
this Commission on April 18, 1956. She testified to her birth, edu-
cation, marriage and her professional activities as an artist since
taking up residence hi Massachusetts in 1950. She came to this
Commonwealth from Ohio. She also testified that she had recently
been active in Gloucester in starting there a movement for a Peace
Conference to be held in the spring of 1956. She invoked the
Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts Constitution when asked
whether or not she had ever been a member of the Communist
Party. She denied membership in the Communist Party in 1956,
but refused to state whether or not she was a member in 1955 or
any date prior to 1956.

Myer Klarfeld.

Doris Hall Kubinyi.
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This Commission has received creditable evidence that Doris
Hall Kubinyi has been a member of the Communist Party and has
been associated with it over a long period of years. Our reliable in-
formation is that she joined the Communist Party in Cuyhoga
County, Ohio, in 1941; that she continued her membership and
was very active in Cleveland, Ohio, in the Communist Party, when
it became the Communist Political Association, and held offices in
that organization; that she attended and sponsored meetings at
winch the speakers were Gus Hall and William Z. Foster; that she
was interested in May Day rallies, sponsored by the Communist
Party; that she acted as manager at one time of the Modern Book
Store, which was the Communist Party Book Store in Cleveland;
that she was a member of the I. W. 0., the Civil Rights Congress
and the Council of American-Soviet Friendship.

Mrs. Kubinyi has never appeared at a public hearing before this
Commission.

Address: 203 Western Avenue, Gloucester, Mass.
Born: July 29, 1906, at Cleveland, Ohio.
Education: Elementary schools at Flint, Michigan and Cleveland, Ohio; Cleveland

High School; graduate of Cleveland Institute of Art 1929; John Huntington
Polytechnic Institute.

Occupation: Teacher, artist at 157 Newbury Street, Boston
Married; Doris Hall at Greenville, Pa., March 16, 1933.

Kalman Kubinyi established a residence in this Commonwealth
at Gloucester in 1950. With his wife and family he moved here
from Cleveland, Ohio.

He was a witness in executive session before this Commission on
April 18, 1956. At that time he availed himself of the privileges of
the Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts Constitution and refused
to state whether he then was or ever had been a member of the
Communist Party. He also refused to state, on the same constitu-
tional grounds, whether he had been associated in an effort to es-
tablish a Cape Ann Peace Conference to be held in the spring of
1956.

This Commission has received creditable evidence that Mr. Ku-
binyi has been a member of the Communist Party and a promoter
of communist policy activities. Our information is that he was a
member and officer of the Cuyahoga County Branch of the Com-

Kalman Kubinyi
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munist Party in Ohio; that at one time he was employed in W. P. A.
projects and was discharged for falsifying a statement regarding his
Communist Party membership; that he held membership and offices
in a number of organizations in Ohio which were listed as subver-
sive. He was a member of the I. W. 0., the Council of American-
Soviet Friendship, the American Committee for the Protection of
the Foreign Born, and he was opposed to the execution of Ethel
and Julius Rosenberg and was active in a committee, here in Mas-
sachusetts, to obtain clemency for the Rosenbergs.

Mr. Kubinyi was never a witness in public session.

Olive Sutton Leith (Goldman).
Address: 5 Schuyler Street. Roxbury, M

iwallville, NewYork.Born; May 5, 1920,
iwrenoe University, A.8., 194:Education: Cornwallville

Occupation: Newspaper, secretarial, housew:
Married: Alex Leith (Goldman). (Second marriage

Olive Sutton Leith was a witness before this Commission on
December 7, 1955. She is the wife of Alex Leith (Goldman). Mr.
Leith is employed in the Publicity Department of the United Elec-
trical Radio and Machine Workers of America. He appeared as a
witness before this Commission in connection with its investigation
of that union, and his Communist background and activities are
commented upon in the Fifth Interim Report of the Commission
filed November 10, 1955.

Phis Commission received a reliable history of Communist back-
ground and activities of Mrs. Leith before summoning her as a wit-
ness. It included her membership in the Communist Party and
her activities in behalf of that party in Washington, D. C., New
York and Massachusetts. She has been an active member of the
American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, and
has furthered its cause in New York and Massachusetts. She was
also an active member of the Committee to Secure Justice for the
Rosenbergs, and picketed the State House in Boston in protest
against their execution. As Olive Sutton, she was on the editorial
staff of the “Daily Worker,” the Communist Party mouthpiece in
this country, and also the Communist magazine, “Political Affairs.”
A number of her articles were signed. She also was a contributor
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to the “People’s Daily World,” the West Coast Communist news-
paper.

Mrs. Leith has been closely associated in her Massachusetts ac
E., and with Robert Goodwin,
ier, Edith Abber, Walter O’Brien,

tivities with organizers of the t
Nathaniel Shelman, Elmer Fehlhs
Charles Wojchowski.

if

Her testimony follows

;ne to order. This is a public hearing in
3 benefit of the press, I will repeat a rule

The Chairman. The Commission will c
connection with our investigation,and for tl
of the Commission concerning photographs Each witness will be asked whether

,ph. And if they do not wish a photo-
iaken of the witness. If they allow a

or not he or she wishes to permit a photc
graph taken, then no photograph is
photograph, it must be taken at the tir )f the taking of the oath. But after the

rot be allowed any further photographstaking of the oath as a witness, thev w
within the room. With that understandi g we will proceed and I will ask counsel
to call his first witne

Mr. Bresnahan. I call Mrs. Le

LOh

Mr. Whiteside. Mr. Chairman, m3
Street, Boston. lam representing Mrs
show which members of the Commissic

name is Noward S. Whiteside of 30 State
Leith, and I would request that therecord

re present and which are absent at this
proceedin

The Chairman. The record will ind: present at the opening of th:a
hearing.

Will you proceed, Mr. Counsel?
The Witness. I have a motion like to pril
Mr. Bresnahan. First I would like t Jentify you for the record. Then we will1

entertain any m
Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan. l What is your name? A. My name is Olive Sutton

Leitl
Q. L-e-i-t-h? A. That is right. I would like it recorded right now that my

legal married name is Goldmar
Q. What is your address? A. 5 Schu
Q. And you are here accompanied by
Mr. Bresnahan. And will counsel fo

ler Street, Roxbury,

counsel? A. That is correc
record please state his name and his

office?
Mr. Whiteside. Howard S. Whitesid;
The Witness. Ido have a motion Iwc

30 State Street, Boston
uld like to present. I would like a specific
here upon which I am to be questioned.statement of the subject to be discussed

The subpoena which I received stated, “C
related matters.” This is very sweeping

immunist Party, subversive activities and
and vague. I would like it spelled out.

The Chairman. Will counsel please enlighten the witness?
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Mr. Bresnahan. I would be glad to enlighten the witness. This Commission is
authorized and mandated by the government of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, through the Legislature, to investigate Communism, subversive activities
and related matters. It is a broad field and it is the intention of the Commission
to investigate as thoroughly as possible in all those three broad fields, and we solicit
your assistance.

Q. Now I am going to ask you as a result of what you just said, you said your
legal married name is Goldman? A. That is correct.

Q. You have told us before that you are married to Alex Leith? A. That is
correct.

Q. And what is Alex Leith’s legal name? A. Alex Leith’s legal name is Gold-
man. I would like to say something on that, Mr. Bresnahan.

Q. You have answered the question. You will have an opportunity at the end
of the examination, in accordance with the resolve of the Commission, to make a
statement on any matters that are germane to testimony.

The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, if she wants to explain something about her name
or background I think at this moment she could do that. That is not a general
statement. Would you wash to amplify what you just said?

The Witness. Yes, sir, I would. I would like to amplify it to this extent. The
subpoena was also made out to me as Olive Sutton or Olive Sutton GoldmanLeith.
I have never been known as Mrs. Goldman. This -was a name that my husband
adopted a long time before I knew him. Furthermore, I wT ould like to say this

Q. What name did he adopt? A. Leith.
Q. What is his true name? A. Goldman. This is a name, Mr. Bresnahan,

which is derivative of the Jewish people, one of the most heroic people who have
ever walked the face of this earth, and I think that is about all we need to say
about it here.

Q. Well now, when you were married to Mr. Leith, where were you married?
A. I was married in Greenwich, Connecticut.

Q. And under what name were you married? A. Goldman
Q. Was the marriage license taken out in the name of Alex Goldman? A. I

believe so.
Mr. Cashman. Mr. Counsel, may I interrupt for a moment?
The Chairman. This is Mr. George Cashman
Mr. Cashman. May I ask the witness, through her counsel, whether there is

any question that is here being raised as to the validity of the subpoena, in view of
the rather complex name situation?

Mr. Whiteside. Not in so far as the name is concerned, Mr. Cashman. Only
in so far as the subject matter of the hearing as stated.

Mr. Cashman. So that defect as to name is hereby waived?
Mr. Whiteside. That is correct.
Mr. Cashman. And the subpoena is accepted by the witness as though it had

been served on her under what has now been disclosed as her true name?
Mr. White. Yes, that is correct.
Q. Well now, tell me, Mrs. Goldman, where were you born? A. I was born in

Cornwallville, New York.
O. In Cornwallville? A. That is right.
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Q. Where did you get your education? Will you tell us the extent? A. Well, I
went to a rural school. I went to a centralized high school. I went to a college in
upstate New York.

Q. What was the college? A. St. Lawrence University.
Q. Would you tell us when you went there and whether or not you graduated

and what, if any, degrees, you got? A. I was graduated in 1942, I attended for
four years. I was graduated cum laude, by the way.

Q. And what degree did you get? A. Bachelor of Art
Q. Now, following your graduation, did you take any other courses of educa-

tion? A. No.
Q. You attended no other universities? A. N
Q. And wdiat occupation did you follow following your graduation? A. Well, I

worked for a newspaper in upstate New York. I had been editor of my college
magazine

Q. What is the name of the college m;

Q. What was the newspaper? A. “T
;azine? A. Laurentian.
e Watertown Daily Time

Q. Is that of Watertown, New York? A. That is right
Q. Is that near Cornwallville? A. Oh, no. This w7as up against the Canadian

border really. It is right on the St. Lawrence River. Cornwallville is in the heart
of the Catskills.

Q. When and for how long did you work for the paper in Watertown? A. A
few months.

Q. Would you give me the name of that paper again, please? A. “Watertown
Daily Times.”

As a reporter? A. Ye
Q. Following your service with the “Watertown Daily Times" what occupation

did you follow, where did you move to? A. Well, let’s see. Well, that is two
queslions.

Q. First, let’s take them in order. Will you tell us what occupation you followed?
A. Well, I didn’t work for several months after that, as I recall.

Q. Well, where did you next go to work? A. Next I worked in New York
City

Q. And when approximately, to the best of your recollection, would that have
been? A. Well, I suppose it was early ’43.

Q. And what work did you do there and for whom? A. I worked for Standard
& Poor Corporation briefly. That answers one question. Second question: What
did I do for them? It seems to me mostly I was pasting up dummies.

Q. Is that a statistical house? A. That is a statistical publishing house
Q. And when you left their employ, what employment did you then follow?

A. Well, from that point until recent years I want to invoke the Twelfth Article
of the Declaration of Rights of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the
Fifth Amendment of the Constitution of the United States.

Q. Now can we establish the definite points? You said from that point. Would
you, to the best of your recollection, give us the date? A. I can’t specifically
give you the date on that. I don’t have the records. I don’t recall. But I will
say that it is from the point where I left Standard & Poor. Since after leaving
Standard & Poor I was ill. I did not work for a time and that is it.
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Q. Now let’s see. You were with Standard & Poor in 1943, and then you were
ill for a time? A. Yes.

Q. In what year did you return to employment, to the best of your recollection?
A. I guess it was probably some time in 1943.

Q. So from some time in 1943 until, I think you said, recent years, you avail
yourself of the Twelfth Article of the Declaration of Rights as to your employ-

you can for us, the date which you have
A. I will consult with counsel on that.

ment. Now will you definitize, as near a:
in mind when you say until recent years!

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. Yes. I would say from 1943 until some time in 1950 on that. Let me ex-
plain, Mr. Bresnahan, that I have been unemployed, that is, I have not been work-
ing except for two or three very brief little jobs in the last couple of years. I
worked, as a typist for a union.

Q. What union? A. United Electrical Workers.
Q. And when was that? A. Well, I guess there was a brief period in 1953, and

there was a period in, I think it was, the end of 1954 and the beginning of 1955.
The turn of the year sort of, I guess.

Q. Now in 1953, in what office of the United Electrical Workers did you work
a typist in 1953? A. That was an office in Lynn.

Q. And was that for a local? A. Yes.
Q. What local? A. Local 201.
Q. Who hired you in Local 201? A. I really don’t remember, Mr. Bresnahan.
Q. In 1953 were you a resident of Massachusetts? A. I moved here in 1953,

early in 1953, the spring.
Q. Where did you move to? A. Marblehead.
Q. Whereabouts in Marblehead? A. It is a little street off of Front Street.
Q. And at that time were you married to Mr. Goldman? A. I was.

Q. Did he have a residence with you, a common residence with you in Marble-
head? A. He did.

Q. Who was your superior in the office of Local 201? A. Well, on that I would
like to say that I did a lot of things in there for a lot of people. I was typing cards,
and there didn’t seem to be anybody who was my superior.

Q. Was that in the fall or towards the winter of 1953? A. No. That was in
the spring.

Q. Will you give us the name of the head of the XJ.E. Local 201 for whom you
worked? A. I will consult with counsel.

[Witness confers with counsel.]

My problem is that I do not know who was in charge there at that time.
Q. Well, tell us those whom you know who had some supervisory capacity over

you as a typist.
[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. Well, there were a lot of people who came in and out of that office at that

time, and I will state that the only person under whose direction I worked at all
was a man by the name of Newell.

O, Charles Newell? A. Yes, I believe that was his name
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Q. He testified before us in executive

know what his title or capacity w
ion, then was defaul in

to California, in a public hearing. TV district representative or a field organ-

izer? A. I do not know
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The question is read.]
met him when I reA.. I probabl ally don't know. It was probat dy 1953 or

where around

Gerard Steinberg, when he first came toQ. Is that tl first time you ever m
r the U.E.? A. It wBoston to w'ork

ion in Local 201, of the U.E.? A. I didQ. To whom did you apply for the pi
not apply

imployment? A. My husband said theyQ. Well, w
needed some hel ir a few' week:and would I come in

E.? A. My hi band is aO. What is the position of yc

staff of the national office of the U.Ele U.Ipublicity officer. He is on the public!
11 East 51st Street, New York City

E. in Boston? A. Well, to my knowledgeQ. And is he still employedby the I
nding is that he has always been £lon't ki alx ;en

tional du imony belore this

it present, but that has been mvCommission. I have nev it

■k for the U.E, in Massachusetts? A. InQ. Well

Massachusetts? Well, Yes and no. He works out of the national office, and I
suppose that it affects anything he does anything he does in the nat ic

certainly a
Q. Well, during the past month has he been engaged in activity in Massachu-
;tts? A. He has been in Massachu
Q. And has he been in Massachusetts since last August?

[Witness confers with counsel
A. Yes, he has been here, but he has been a lot of other places too.a lot of other places ti
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Q. Now after a short period of time in 1953, you filled in at the U.E. in Lynn,and then you said you worked for them again at the end of 1954 and 1955. Will
you tell us where you worked for the U.E. in 1954 and 1955? A. That was in the
District 2 office.

Q. And in what months? A. I couldn’t state what months. I really don’t
recall on that. I think I worked for three days.

Q. In 1954? A. It may have been ’55. It was in the winter. That I remember,
Q. What was the last time, as nearly as you can place, that you were on the pay

roll of the U.E.? A. That would be in the last —-—■

Q. That would be in the winter of 1955? A. Yes, I believe so.
Q. And when you were in the Boston office, were you under the supervision of

Paul Seymour, the President? A. He was in charge of the office there and I again
was doing a specific job and I came in and did it, and when I had it finished I left.
I wouldn’t say I was under his supervision especially.

Q. Now where else have you worked in Massachusetts in 1954 or 1955 or 1953?
A. I worked in an attorney’s office for a couple of weeks.

Q. What attorney? A. Allan R. Rosenberg.
Q. And his office is where? A. 10 Tremont Street
Q. And he is counsel for the U.E. in District 2? A. I believe he is. He repre-

sented my husband here.
Q. Now would you tell us as nearly as you can the time when you worked for

Mr. Rosenberg? A. Well, there were a few days, I think, in ’54 and a couple of
weeks in 1955.

Q. Is that the most that you worked for him? A. Yes, it
Mr. Whiteside. Mr. Bresnahan, may I interject?
Mr. Bresnahan’. Surely.

Mr. Whiteside. Will the record show the departure of any member?
Mr. Bresnahan. It does.

[At this point Sen. Powers left the room.]

Mr. Bresnahan. It shows who is in attendance or who leaves or enters the
room of the Commission.

Q. Since your employment some time in 1944 or ’43 by the “Watertown, New
York, Daily News,” have you been engaged in the newspaper business?

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. I will claim the privilege on that, the Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts
Declaration of Rights, as well as the Sixteenth Article of the Massachusetts Declar-
ation of Rights. That is freedom of the press, freedom of speech.

Q. Now referring to freedom of the press. Are you familiar with the “ Daily
Worker?”

[Witness confers with counsel.]
A. I will again claim the same privilege in that connection
Q. Now under the same title, Freedom of the Press, were you a correspondent

at any time of the “Daily Worker?” A. I again invoke the Sixteenth Article and
the Twelfth Article, and all parts of the Twelfth Article.
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Q. Are you familiar with the “People's Daily World?” A. I again claim the
same privileges.

Q. Are you familiar with the Daily People’s World?” A. I’m sorry,
the same question?

Q. No, that is another question. I believe it was a paper that changed its name
from the “People's Daily World” to the “Daily People’s World.” I now again
ask you under the same subject that you brought up, Freedom of the Press, whether
or not you are familiar with the “People’s Daily World?” A. No. I will invoke
the same constitutional privileges on that.

Q. Well, let me call your attention to the fact that the “People’s Daily World”
or the “Daily People’s World” has been cited as an official mouthpiece of the
Communist Party for the West Coast. Are you familiar with that?

[At this point Rep. Randall entered the room.]

A. I again cite the sixteenth and the twelfth articles
Q. Have you ever been a correspondent of either the “People’s Daily World”

or the “Daily People’s World?” A. The Sixteenth Article and the Twelfth Article
are again cited by the witness.

Q. Are you familiar with an organization known as the American Committee
for the Protection of theForeign Born? A. I will cite the First Amendment of the
United States Constitution and the Twelfth Article of the Declaration of Rights.

[At this point Rep. Sala entered the room.]
Q. Are you familiar with an organization known as the New England Committee

for the Protection of the Foreign Born? A. Now on that question, Mr. Bresnahan,
I would say that I feel that that is not within the scope of this Commission, of its
purposes, and on those grounds I refuse to answer it.

Mr. Bbesnahan. I ask that the witness be ordered to answer the question.
And if the fact is that she feels that it is not the scope is her only reason for not
answering, I order she answer the question.

[The question is read.]
The Chairman. Will you answer that question, Mrs. Goldman?
The Witness. lam ordered to answer it?
The Chairman. You are, yes.

The Witness. In that case I will invoke the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution, the Sixteenth Article of the Massachusetts Declaration of
Rights, and the Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts Declaration of Rights.

Q. Do you go under the name, also, your maiden name, of Olive Sutton? A, Yes,
I do.

Q. Have you written letters to local newspapers, signing you name Olive Sutton
and adding a title after it, “New England Committee for the Protection of the
Foreign Born”? A. On that question again I will invoke the Sixteenth Article
and especially the Sixteenth Article of the Declaration of Rights and the Twelfth
Article of the Declaration of Rights.

Q. Are you an officer of the New England Committee for the Protection of the
Foreign Born? A. Again I will invoke the same privileges.
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Q. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? A. I invoke the same
privileges.

Q. Have you ever been a contributor to “Political Affairs?” A. I invoke the
same privileges, including, by the way, the Sixteenth Article of the Declaration of
Rights of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further questions at this time
The Chairman. Have members of the Commission further questions to add to

what counsel has asked?
Mr. Bbbsnahan. Just one more

Q. Do you know Julius Scales? A. I invoke the same privileges.
Q. Was he a visitor at your house recently in Boston? A. I invoke the same

privilegi
Community Church in Boston? A. IQ. Was he a speaker recently at

invoke the same privileges
he Community Church on the occasion at
privileges, and I would like again to stress

Q. Did you bring him to and from t
which he spoke? A. I invoke the same
the First Amendment of the Constituti of the United States as well as the Six-
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[Reading.] This Commission should investigated. The Senate Subcommittee
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on Constitutional Liberties, Senator Thomas C. Hennings, chairman, has been
requested to study the procedures and activities of this Commission in order to
ascertain whether it has violated federal protections of freedom as well as those of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The Hennings Committee has been asked
to determine whether constitutional rights are violated when questions are asked
concerning associations and opinions, writings and readings, beliefs and interpre-
tations of beliefs, meetings and demonstrations for redress of economic and poli-
tical grievances; when civil crimes are charged or insinuated without permitting
the accused to know or confront the accuser, cross-examine witnesses through coun-
sel, receive a statement of alleged acts and evidence thereto; when persons are
blacklisted in the public manner by having invoked their constitutional rights,
and, as a consequence, subject to economic and social sanctions without trial or
due process; when the Commission discharges judicial, executive and legislative
functions in violation of the federal principle of government separating these powers.

The Hennings Committee has further been requested to inquire to what extent
the Commission, through the police, has imposed a political surveillance of the
population in violation of constitutional safeguards of freedom of speech, associa-
tion, press and security of the home.

Attention is called to the fact that State Police Lieutenant Daniel I. Murphy
and other police personnel are assigned to this Commission and to the Commission
Chairman’s statement that “the policeman on the beat is our best safeguard today
because in his rounds he knows where the meetings or any type of gatherings are
held.” In view of the admitted traffic in names between Senator Joseph McCarthy
and the Commission and the possibility of unauthorized access to government
files, which has been revealed before in connection with Senator McCarthy’s opera-
tions, this area should be investigated to determine whether or not abuses exist.

I want to point out that the sovereign people never empowered the Legislature
to abridge their rights, police their minds, spy out their associations. Federal and
State Constitutions specifically deny such powers. In this connection, Professor
Alexander Micheljohn, the distinguished American scholar, told the Hennings
Committee on November 14, “The First Amendment tells us that the Congress,
and by implication all other agencies of the government, are denied any authority
whatever to limit the political freedom of the citizens of the United States.”

Professor Micheljohn stated that the fathers of the Republic gave to the people
the protections against a much feared tyranny of the Legislature. Quoting the
founding fathers, he pointed out, “It is against the enterprising ambition of this
department, the Legislature, that the people ought to indulge their jealousy and
exhaust all their precautions.” And again: “Our First Amendment freedom
forbids that any citizen be required under threat of jealousy to take an oath or
make an affirmation to beliefs which he holds or rejects.” And again: “Every
citizen of the United States has constitutional authority to approve or to condemn
any laws. All these enactments which as men who are governed we must obey are
subject to our approval or disapproval as we govern.”

And then we go all the way back to Thomas Jefferson, who while President said,
“It is jealousy and not confidence which prescribes limited constitutions to bind
down whom we are obliged to trust with power. Our Constitution has accordingly
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fixed the limits to which and no further our confidence will go. In questions of
power, then, let no more be heard of confidence in man but bind him down from
mischief by the chains of the Constitution.”

The question of the continuation of this Commission comes before the Legislature
next month. Not one minute of life, not one penny to spend should be granted this
Commission until we know to what extent it has abridged the rights of the citizenry
under federal and state Constitutions, until we know the identity of the informers,
the names of secret witnesses, and whether they are paid for their services, and if so,
how much.

The Commission has had two extensions. It has received in succession 120,000,

appropriation for flood control was 52,500
time that the needs of the people receive
ial generosity which this Commission for

$25,000 and $40,000 this year when the
and for retarded children, $3,000. It is
the attention and publicity, the finane
nearly three years has enjoyed.

I have appended to this a number c
which I will not read at this time.

articles from a number of Constitutions

Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan] In view of your statement and the fact that you
object to informers, I am just going to show you a picture and ask you whether or
not that is your picture parading in front of the State House —• picketing
A. Mr. Bresnahan, I answered that question before by invoking the Twelfth
Article of the Constitution.

Q. Now I’m asking for the information without the benefit of any informer.
You are here under oath. I tell you that we have information that you are a mem-
ber of the Communist Party, that you have been a correspondent of the “Daily
Worker,” which is the daily mouthpiece of the Communist Party in this country,
and I ask you whether or not that is you, without the benefit of any informers or
without any abridgment of your constitutional rights. Do you identity yourself
[indicating photograph]? A. I answer that as I did before.

Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further questions
Mr. Cashman. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Cashman has a question.
Q. [By Mr. Cashman.] I want to say for the benefit of the witness and for the

record that at no time since this Commission began to function in August of 1953
has there been one shred, one scintilla of information that has been transmitted to
the Commission by the FBI or any other investigative agency. So that the impres-
sion of the statement that we are in receipt of such evidence from such sources is
unfaetual, untrue and unfounded.

Mr. Bresnahan. If the witness is excused, I will call the next witne;
The Chairman. Has the witness signed a voucher for a witness fee?

[Witness signs voucher.]

The Chairman. The witness is accordingly excused
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Harold Lester Lewengrub.
Address: 68 Lawrence Avenue, Roxbury
Born: July 26, 1909, at Chelsea, Mass.
Education: Revere High School, Rev

Mass,

ire, Mass.; attended Burdett Business
College in 1925.

Occupation: Clothing business employee
Service; United States Army February, 1

cutter
343, to November, 1945,

Harold Lewengrub attended the District Convention of the Com-
munist Party in Otisfield Hall, Roxbury, on January 19 and 20,
1957, as a delegate. He has been a member of the Communist
Party since 1940. He has also been a member of the I. W. 0., the
American League for Peace and Democracy, and the Civil Rights
Congress. He is a subscriber to the “Daily Worker 1' and the
“Worker.” His close contacts in the Communist Party have been
Daniel Boone Schirmer, Emmanuel Blum, Ann Garfield, David
Rosenberg and Ann Burlak Timpson.

Joan Breen Lipshires.
Address; Minot, Mass.
Born: Joan Breen at Hanover, Mass., February 24, 1921.
Education; Public schools at Scituate, Mass; one year at University of Wisconsin;

three years at Simmons College, granted B.S. degree in Economics in 1942.
Married: Brookline, Mass., to Richard Klein in 1941; divorced in Miami, Florida,

on July 9, 1951; married Sidney S. Lipshires of Springfield, Mass., at Croton
Falls, New York, on July 23, 1951.

Military Service: Joined WAAC in New York in July, 1943; commissioned as
Second Lieutenant on November 20, 1943, and discharged from service June 24,
1944.

This Commission has received creditable evidence that Joan
Breen Lipshires has long been associated with the Communist
Party.

Her activities have centered mostly in the youth movement of
the Party. She directed her attention in the late forties to college
students in the western part of Massachusetts. Subsequently her
work for the Party took her to southern Massachusetts and Rhode
Island. She later was given more complete charge of youth activi-
ties for District One of the Communist Party of the United States.
She resigned from the Communist Party in March, 1957.

Her testimony before the Commission, in public session, on Sep-
tember 14, 1955, is quoted below;
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Joan Breen Li ires, sworn

name? A. Joan Breen LipshiQ. [By Mr. Bresnahan.] What is yoi
itreet, BostorQ. Where do you live? A. 30 Fayette

1 what your education was? A. IQ. Will you tell us where you were borr
lucated in the Scituate, Massachu-was born in Hanover, Massachusett

Baldwin Secretarial School in Spring-setts, schools. I went to Simmons, I went t
field, Mass., and I did some graduate worl

The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, will you

at the University of Massachusetts
rire as to whether or not she wishes

,1?cour

Could she finish this?
The Chairman. Ye

Simmons in the field ofThe Witness. A degree, a Bachelor Sc

ither degree

am here without counselQ. You are here without counsel? A. ’
Q. And that is at your ovm choice or ele ;tion? A. That is at my own choice

the University of Wisconsin? A. Yes,Q. Did you also attend at some tin
1 did. My freshman year.

Q. And what is your present occupation? A. lam a secretary.
Q. Where? A. At an architectural firm.
Q. What film? A. I would rather not state the name of that firm since I now

iraetice to be fired from such job. Doknow in many other cases it has been tl
vou insist that I name such firm

Mr. Bresnahan. I ask the name of it and I leave it to the Chair
of the firm?Rep. Randall. Do we know the nan

Mr. Bresnahan. Ye:
if the firm, there is no sense in asking it.Rep. Randall. If we know the name
the name of the firm?The Witness. Would you like to state

Yes. A. I just want to be sure that you know where I work
;take. A. I would like to know whereQ. Then you tell me so there will be no r

you think I worl
Q. I vill do my best
The Chairman. It is entirely up to counsel
Mr. Bresnahan. She has asked me.

Show it to 1
A. Fine. Yc(). I think it is Child, Lawrence & SI

Rep. Tynan. Can I interrupt witt
Mr. Bkesnahan. Sure.

question

Rep. Tynan. I believe you answered in saying to the counsel, when you didn’t
by, that you knew that in many otheranswer as to the firm vou were employed

cases people had been fired?
The Witness. Yes. I have k
Rep. Tynan. Will you kindly inform t le Committee who th
The Witness. No, I would not care to
Rep Tynan. In other words, there is no basis for your statement
The Witness. There is basis for it, but I don’t care to elucidate any furtl
Rep. Tynan. I can’t see why you can’t elucidate
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The Witness. I do not care to mention any further names.
Rep. Tynan. In other words, there aren’t any names.
The Chairman. Mr. Buckley.

Q. [By Mr. Buckley.] I would like to ask the witness whether it is as a result
of direct committeeactivity that these persons were fired? A. I could not say that.

Q. You could not say whether this committee took any direct activity? A. I
could not say. That is my inference.

Mr. Buckley. You infer that this committee has been active in getting people
fired from their jobs, do you?

The Witness. I have inferred that people’s activity has resulted in people
losing their jobs.

Mr. Buckley. You wouldn’t want to answer the question any more directly
than that?

The Witness. Not any more directly.
Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan.] Now you have been married and are now married?

A. Yes.
Q. Would you tell us where you were first married? A. I was first married in

Brookline, Massachusetts.
Q. To whom? A. In 1941, to Richard Klein.
Q. And you are now Mrs. Lipshires? A. That is right.
Q. Were you divorced from Mr. Klein? A. I was divorced
Q. Where? A. In Miami, Florida.
Q. When? A. 1951.
Q. When did you marry Mr. Lipshires? A. 1951
Q. What date? A. July 24th.
Q. And where? A. In NewYork State,
Q. Now, Mrs. Lipshires, have you ever been a member of the CommunistParty?

A. I would like to tell you something why I believe in answering the questions up
to this point, Mr. Bresnahan. I have been what you consider a docile and co-
operative witness so far, I think. I answered your questions about my personal
history, about where I was educated, about where I was born and so on. But Ido
not do that except under protest. I think you have absolutely no right to ask me
anything, to call me in before you, to ask questions about subversive and Com-
munist activities. I think that comes within the realm of my personal beliefs and
associations. I will answer any further questions only on the grounds of therights
which the Constitution of Massachusetts affords me.

Q. And on what grounds are those? A. You will ask the questions and I will
tell you the grounds.

Q. I will. Have you been a member of the Communist Party? A. There are
many, many Articles of the Massachusetts Constitution which afford me the right
not to answer that question, and I am going to answer it in my own way, Mr. Bres-
nahan. lam going to tell you what those Articles are.

On the ground of Article VII I have a right as a citizen of Massachusetts to
decide when and where and if I want to reform, alter or totally change the type
of government that we have in Massachusetts.

Q. Does that give you the right to overthrow the government by force and vio-
lence? A. I am opposed to force and violence.
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Q. I say do you have that right under Article VII? A. Does Article VII eluci-
date that right?

Q. I’m asking you. You are giving me a constitutional discussion. Now I ask
you, does Article VII give you the right to advocate the overthrow of the govern-
ment of Massachusetts or of the United States by force and violence? A. Arti-
cle VII does not give me the right, nor would I take it if it were there.

Q. You wanted to tell me something further about the Constitution? A. Y
I did. I want to tell you that I am going to invoke the privileges and the right
and duties imposed on me by various other Articles. I’m going to look up these
Articles since I am not as well acquainted with them as you ought to be.

Q. Maybe you are. A. I think I am, as a matter of fact. The 18thArticle is
that a frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the Constitution, and
a constant adherence to those of piety, justice, moderation, temperance, industry
and frugality are absolutely necessary to preserve the advantages of liberty, and to
maintain a free government; and that it is the right of the citizens to insist that
constantly the Legislature of this Commonwealth refer back to the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights to see to it that they are always within the bounds of those
rights and duties. Right

Q. You are just telling me. You go ahead. A. Article XXV says that no
subject ought, in any case, or in any time, to be declared guilty of treason or felony
by the Legislature. Article XXX claims that in this government of the Common-
wealth the legislative department shall never exercise the executive and judicial
powers. Article XIII of the same Constitution says that no subject shall be held
to answer for any crimes or offence until the same is fully and plainly, substan-
tially and formally, described to him. And no citizen is compelled to accuse or
furnish evidence against himself. Those are the Article

Q. That completes your answer, does it? A. That completes my answe;
Q. There seems to be a little divergence of opinion between you and the Supreme

Judicial Court of Massachusetts on some of them. On the grounds of the Twelfth
Article there is no doubt you have a right. Is your husband a paid functionary
employee of the Communist Party? A. I wouldn’t tell you if you asked me ques-
tions about do I know my mother or what does she do in this Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. You have no right to ask me whom I know, whom I associate
with, what my opinions are or anything
and sacred ground of the Massachusett
I am very surprised you would ask me
and I assume a member of the Massachu

Ise of the kind. And I stand on the firm
Constitution when I say that. Besides,
such a question since you are a counsel,
3tts Bar Association, to ask me a question

concerning my husband, that you know it is the sacred right of every wife to refuse
to testify against, for or about her husband.

Q. I really didn’t know that. I think there are certain privileges as to com-
munications as between a husband and wife. Other than that you do enlighten
me a great deal on the law. Does he have any other means of livelihood to your

knowledge
The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, she hasn’t answered your question
Mr. Cashman. As I understood it, Mr, Chairman, she wr as taking advantage

of what she thought was the privilege that exists between husband and wife, and
counsel has reminded her that the privilege exists only as to private conversations.



HOUSE No. 2626. [Jan.70

t

The Witness. My interpretation is otherwise. And I think that in addition
to that, in view of the fact that the law has made it illegal to be a member of the
Communist Party since 1951, that you are well within your rights in declining to
answer. This is Statute 233 that I believe lam referring to, is it not?

Q. What is statute 233? A. It refers to testimony by wife or husband against
or for or about a wife or husband.

Q. Is that what you are referring to? A. That is what lamreferring to.
Q. I waive that question. I ask you has your husband any other position for

which he received remuneration than as a paid functionary of the Communist
Party? A. I think we should separate. Now isn’t that two questions, Mr. Bres-
nahan? Does my husband have any remuneration from any job or is he a member
of the Communist Party? Those are two separate questions.

Q. First, is he a member of the Communist Party? A. You would ask me that
question, Mr. Bresnahan?

The Chairman, Rep. Randall has something.
Rep. Randall. I think, Mr. Counsel, that we should advise the witness this

is my opinion here and mine strictly —• it would seem to me we have a perfect right
to ask any questions we want about your husband, but you have a perfect right
to refuse to give out any information about your husband quite aside from claiming
the Twelfth Article. You have a common-law privilege now not to testify against
your husband, as I understand. And I think that that should be made clear to you
so that there will be no question on it.

The Witness. Thank you. I understand that
Q. Do you refuse to answer the question? A. What was the question again

please?
from pay which he receives as a paid
I refuse to answer that on the grounds

Q. Is your husband’s income derived
employee of the Communist Party? A.
which Mr. Randall has explained to me.

Were you ever engaged in Communist
sachusetts among students of colleges?

Q. Now let me ask you about yourself
Party activities in the western part of M
A. If you were to ask me if I were a member or active in the Girl Scouts, I wouldn’t

er vov

Q. Why? A. Because I consider that that is my personal privilege, and that
I would stand on the Article of the Constitution No. 12.

The Chairman. Mrs. Lipshires, that is rather contemptuous, the answer
The Witness. You mean my tone or my words?
The Chairman. Your words, talking about Girl Scouts or anything else. He

asked you a question and you can answer it or decline to answer it. You have
right

The Witness. I can answer it in my own way

rights of individuals in this investigation
ither answer or decline to answer?
own way, Mr. Bowker. I can tell you as

The Chairman. And we respect the
Now will you hew to the line here and e

The Witness. I can answer it in my
forcefully as I possibly car

'acetiouslv, as far as we are concernedThe Chairman. You can’t answer it
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The Witness. I’m not answering facetiously. I mean it seriously, if I were a
leader of the Girl Scouts, it is my duty to support the Constitution of Massachu-
setts.

The Chairman. I wouldn’t be comparing the Girl Scouts to the Communist
Party, if I were you.

The Witness. Mr. McCarthy seems to have done
The Chairman. You seem to be doing it right now. Now will you ask the

question, Mr. Counsel?
Q. I ask you did you carry on work as a Communist Party member soliciting

Membership in the Communist Party to students of colleges in the western part
of Massachusetts at any time? A. I i ivoke all the privileges I invoked before for

'Unt of determinationand feeling that I feelthe same reason and with the same am
I am doing justice in this state

Q. Were you ever a member of the C mmunist Party Section Committee in
estern Massachusetts? A. I invoke tl
iking me all day.

ame privileges and you can keep on

Q. I’m going to ask at my selection A. Fine.
;en the active section organizer in southern
r the Communist Party? A. I invoke the
nd I would like you all to remember what

Q,. Have you within the last year bei
Massachusetts and in Rhode Island for
same privileges for the same rea
those reasons were

Q. Are you at the present tin ;e of any youth activities of the Com-
Id like to invoke the same privileges.munist Party of Massachusetts? A. I wc

Q. It has been called to my attention -e passed out, since we have been
ling, or your husband that statement. Is that yours

indicating]? A. Mr. Bresnahan, don’t
Q. Surely. A. You do?

iu believe in freedom of the press either?

Q. Yes, I believe in freedom of expression. I believe in constitutional privileges.
I believe in citizens’ obligations. I believe that at some time there comes a choice

ivilege and an obligation, and I firmly believe as a result of my experi-
ence on this Commission that mem the Communist Party rate very much

in gives them, not their obligations, and
rtion as a shield, when they are attempt-

r the privileges which the Constitute
at the same time they are using the Constit

nd would be attempting and will possible to overthrow, if r

and violence. A. Is this your opinion, Mr. Bresnahan? I have my
u outside this room to talk about youri. I am perfectly willing to m

opinions any time, but not on demand, w i I am told I must come here on
iena to subvert the Constitution.
Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further queMr. iiRESN’AHAN’. I have no further questions.
The Chairman’. Have members of the Commission any questions of the witness?
Q. [By Mr. Buckley.] I would like to ask a question. You believe it is vouro ask a question. You believe it is your

nt the Constitution of Massachusetts?duty, I believe you testified, to sup
A Yes, I do,

Q. Do you believe it is your duty t with this Commission? A. I do
not believe it is my duty
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Q. Do you believe it is your choice to decide which law you will or will not obey
under the Constitution? A. I believe the Constitution and the Bill of Rights
stand

Q. Would you answer that question directly Yes or No? A. I will answer it in
my own way. I believe that the Constitutionand the Bill of Rights, as enumerated
in Article XVIII, stand higher, and that you gentlemen are the ones who should
be thinking of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and which ones you consider
to be most important. I consider those documents most important, and just as
Henry David Thoreau had nothing to do with the Fugitive Slave Act, it is my
opinion that if this Commission had no utter use in this world that I should be able
to say so. If Thoreau felt he should be able to say anything about the Fugitive
Slave Law, shouldn’t I have the same right?

Q. Would you refer back to my original question? Do you believe that you can
pick and choose as to which laws you can obey? A. I believe that it is my moral
and ethical duty to decide to refer back to the Constitution and the Bill of Rights,
and that is my answer.

Q. Would you answer me Yes or No, are there certain laws which you do not
have to obey? A. I will answer you with an “if.” If this country were to pass a
law saying there should be segregation between the negro and white races, I would
feel absolutely it is my duty that I would not comply with such a law.

Q. But you don’t care to answer Yes or No? A. Your question Yes or No?
Never.

The Chairman. Are there any further questions of this witness by members of
this Commission? I inform you, Mrs. witness, that you may make a statement on

the questions asked and the answers given, a statement on your own volition,
either in writing or orally, for the record. Do you wish to make it?

The Witness. Yes, I do
The Chairman. You may make it.
The Witness. My subpoena said that I was to come here to testify about sub-

version and Communist activities. I want to tell you very forthrightly that I have
a, never intended to, never will, and whennever had anything to do with subversior

I see subversion going on either in the hall
or any other place in this country, I am v

Us ofLegislature or in the halls of Congress,
very much ashamed and I will do anything

in my power to see that that subversion shall cease.
Mr. Cashman. How about subversion in the Communist Party?
The Witness. May I conclude my statement, please?
Mr. Cashman. Surely. I’m sorry.
The Witness. I think I have a right to decide what patriotism is and what

subversion is. My great-great-grandfather fought in the American Revolution,
and I am a direct descendant of Priscilla and John Alden, as you will see in the
statement. My home atmosphere was one in which I was taught reverence for our
Constitution, our Bill of Rights, our entire history, one in which the words of
Wendell Phillips and of Garrison and of all the other greats in our history were
common, and as a result of that and as a result of the schooling I got in the Massa-
chusetts schools, I feel that I have a perfect right to decide for myself what patriot-
ism is and I feel I have decided for myself -what patriotism is, and I am perfectly
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'nclusions that I have come to any place
lam asked to do it on demand. Now no

willing to discuss my views and the c<
outside this room, because in this room
American likes to be told —■

iut a boy that is drafted and has to go toQ. [By Mr. Bsesnahan.] What abc
war?

The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, let her make her statement
The Witness. Nobody likes to feel in this country, which is supposed to be

based upon a common volition and a common interest welfare, that they are bei
demanded to speak their piece and say what their innermost beliefs are. However
if you were to ask me outside, Mr. Bresnahan, to debate on a public platform,
I certainly have enough faith in my convictions so that I would be perfectly willing
to do it and with any other members of this Commission, with the press or any one
else. I have never hidden my political views. I don’t intend to do so now. I wall
only refuse to answer on the grounds of the Articles of the Constitution, because
it is my duty, not only my right but my duty, to hold and uphold those Articles
that were put in there, and put in there at tremendous sacrifice

Now7 I hold that it is within the rights
wealth to hold radical views. lam not £
talk to me outside about that, I would be

;le citizen of this Common-
aying that I hold them. If you want to
very glad to. But it is within the rights
uphold the most radical kinds of views.
Wendell Phillips, when he was speaking

of everybody in this Commonwealth t
If you will recall from your history booj
out at Worcester in 1870, called for an
tem, of the wage slavery system as he
commission of any type to answer I
impugned. If he had been called before

solute abolition of the profit-making sys-
Jled it. Now he wasn’t called before a

>r his words. His patriotism was never
such a committee, I can imagine ■with w7 hat

ndignation and thunderous land of words he would have expressed his opinion of
What right have you got to call me in here? Meet me outside in the Melodior

where he used to speak, or, “Meet me in any church and I will be glad to disci
anything with y

This kind of period has occurred many times before. One hundred years before
this year a committee was set up in the Legislature which was investigating nun-
neries. There was a fire in Charlestowm
and there was a tremendous amount c
think that I would have testified before
I wouldn’t have participated in that an
abolitionist kind of activity that went ■
participate in any persecution against r

which burned down the Ursuline Convent,
f anti-Catholicism. At that time do yo
such a Commission to persecute Catholics
11 wouldn’t have participated in the anti-
m between 1830 and 1850, and I wouldn’t
yself or anybody in 1955

We have come a long w7ay since the ays, and we assume we have rights and
duties and obligations which are even o
that time. People today are concerned
gentlemen are looking into. They are
war, of how to eliminate war, of how to (

more advanced nature than they w7 ere at
with bigger problems than those that you

concerned with questions of peace and of
sontinue this kind of wonderful spirit which
re believe we can do things by negotiation
ie things that people are concerned about,
away with segregation

has come over the whole world where v
rather than by bombing. Those are tl
They are concerned too with how to do

Mr. Bresnahan. I have no object! on to her making an address here on an
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matter concerning which she has been interrogated. We have interrogated sole!
on whether or not she was a member of the CommunistParty.

The Witness. I have been interrogated also on the question of whether lam a
subversive or not.

Mr. Brbsnahan. I can’t recall having asked her a single thing about Wendell
Phillips or any others that she has mentioned.

The Chairman. Will you confine yourself to that?
The Witness. I will wind up my statement in telling you I believe the people

of Massachusetts are far too busy to get excited about this Commission any more.
Times have changed. I think you are very much pass6, and if you want to get the

odd do something about juvenile delin-
If you refuse to meet me outside

headlines, as apparently you do, you sh
quency, peace or something worth while.

Mr.Brbsnahan. Id'
lurself to discuss these matters where weThe Witness. You would not lower y

are on an equal plane. Remember that Garrison, when he was asked about his
opinion whether any matter should be brought before the public platform and
should be subjected to the truth and to the scrutiny of the people, he said, “Who
are the cowards if not those who shrink from manly argumentation?” Who are
they?

The Chairman. Is that the conclusion of your statement
The Witness. Yes.
Q. [By Rep. Tynan.] Mrs. Lipshires, I just merely wanted to make a ren
v c* “'■'I 7

' 1
~

relative to your statement here. I notice that you carefully avoided, perhaps by
oversight, any mention of Communism or Communists. You did talk about sub-
versives, but nowhere in your remarks did you talk about the Communist Party.
Do you feel the same way about Communism as you do about subversion? A. I
will talk with you about that outside.

Q. I thought if you did have a purpose A. Under the circumstances in 1955
in Massachusetts, I did it purposely

Mr. Bresnahan. I move she be excused, and I call Mr. Lipshires, her hus-
band

The Chairman. We will swear the gentleman and come back at two o’clock.
[Noon recesi

Address: Minot, Masi
Born: Baltimore, Md., April 15, 1919.
Married; Shirley Fay Dvorin, June, 1941, at Miami, Fla. and divorced in Jun

1951; married Joan Breen Klein July 23, 1951, at Croton Falls, N. Y.
Education; Public schools at Northampton, Mass., and graduated from Nort

ampton High School; one year at University of Massachusetts; Universit;
Chicago for three years, A.B. degree in 1940.

This Commission has received credible evidence that Sidney Lip
hires has long and prominently been associated with the Com

Sidney Samuel Lipshirc
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munist Party in official and paid capacities. His association with
that party dates back to 1939. He was a Communist Party sec-
tion organizer originally in the Springfield area, and his duties in
the party in the last few years in Massachusetts centered chiefly
in the Fall River and New Bedford areas and eventually in Boston.
In the absence from the Commonwealth of Michael Russo and
Daniel Boone Schirmer, he assumed the duties of leadership of the
party here and acted as the district organizer for District One of
the Commujiist Party of the United States. He was a delegate to
the District Commission of the Communist Party in January, 1957,
and resigned from the Party in March, 1957.

His testimony before this Commission in public session on Sep-
tember 14, 1955, is quoted below:

Afternoon

Sidney S. Li ires, sivorr

Q. [By Mr. Brbsnahan.] What is yc
Lipshires.

nr name? A. My name is Sidn

Q. Where do you live? A. I live at 30
Q. How long have you lived there? A.
Q. Prior to living at 30 Fayette Street,

Fayette Street, in Boston.
Approximately six month
where did you live? A. I believe that
line of reasoning which would force me
io not believe it is within the province
discussion, and therefore I decline to
ele.

the purpose of this question is to lead to a
to discuss my beliefs and associations

this Commission to enter into sucl
answer on the grounds of the Twelfth Arti

h By that you mean that if you were t disclose any place that you lived prior
that would tend to incriminate you?to six months ago that would be evid(

A. That would be nothing of the sort.
Q. What do you mean then? A. I m a I invoke the Twelfth Article. The

not necessary to explain why one iscourts of this country have ruled that it
using the Fifth Amendment of the Unite i States Constitution. By inference I

rat. The Twelfth Article states, as youwould associate the Twelfth Article with t
yourself well know

Q. I’m quite familiar with it. A. Well
Q. Where were you born, Mr. Lipshiref

land.

that is my answ
A,. I was born in Baltimore, Mar\

Q. When? A. April 15, 1919,
Q, Will you tell us where you went to 3hool and the extent of your education?

A. I was educated in the public school system of Northampton, Massachusetts.
lam a graduate of Northampton High School. I went one year through what is

Rep. Randall, Chairman.]

Session
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now the University of Massachusetts. I went three years to the University of
Chicago from which I graduated with a degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1940.

iid you go to work? A. I believe that the pur-

this question and all other questions about my residence and occupationnc

ce I graduated from the University of Chicago in 1940 is calculated to lead me
into a discussion of my beliefs and associations. I do not think it is within the
province of this Committee to enter into such a discussion, and I therefore decline
on the grounds of the Twelfth Article.

Q. Then do I understand that you decline to tell us one single thing you did or
where you worked from the time you received your Bachelor of Arts degree from

tthe University of Chicago until this instant of about 2.17 p.m. on the afternoon
ptember 14, 1955; is that right? A. Roughly that is correct.
spiemoer xet, iuoo, mm “6“u

-
' - - --

_ ,

Q. ’What year did you say you graduated from the University of Chica|y

A. 1940. . A T , ~

Q. At that time were you a member of the Communist Party. A. 1 decline

to answer that question on the following grounds: First, Article \II of the Massa-
chusetts Declaration of Rights, which says that citizens of this Commonwealth

the right to reform, alter or totally change our form of government.

This means to me that I or any other citizen in this Commonwealth, should
desire have the right to advocate any change in our form of government that we

fit including the advocacy of a socialist Commonwealth of Massachusetts
I further decline to answer on the grounds of Article XVI of the Massachusetts

Declaration of Rights, which establishes the rights of free speech and free pressital
nderstanding;,f this Commonwealth. This article means, to my understanding.

that I or any other citizen, who has the desire, can freely speak about their political
beliefs and can publish and disseminate these beliefs.
I further decline on the ground of Article XXV of the Massachusetts Declaration

of Rights, which says that the Legislature shall not declare any resident of this
Commonwealth to be guilty of treason. And I sincerely believe that this Commis-
sion is attempting to set itself up as a judge of what is treasonable and what ist it

nonwealtlsubversive within the confines of this Commonwealth.

I further decline to answer this question on the ground of Article XXX of the
Massachusetts Declaration of Rights, which prohibits to the Legislature, and I

would assume to any part of the Legislature, the assumption of the powers of the
executive or the judicial branches of the government. It is my sincere belief, under
harassment and the loss of job opportunities which follow upon people who are

called before this Commission, that this Commission is attempting to operate in a
semi-judicial manner and thus violate the Declaration of Rights.

And I further decline to answer this question on the grounds of Article Twelve
which says no subject shall be compelled to bring evidence against himself.

Q. Have you completed your answer? A. Yes.
Mr. Cashman. Do you further decline to answer because you don’t want to.

The Witness. Is that a serious question?

I

Mr. Cashman. It is a serious question.
The Witness. Well, sir, I hardly think it is a serious question.
Q One thing you said interested me a great deal, Mr. Lipshires, in view of your
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statement. I understood you to say that under one article of the Constitution you
have a right to advocate any change in the form of government. A. If Iso desire.

Q. Does that include the right to change the form of government by force and
violence? A. It does not. I abhor the use of force and violence.

Q. Before we get to that, you are married? A. I am.
Q. And the last witness is your wife? A. That is correct.
Q. Had you been married previous to that? A. I had.
Q. Where and when? A. I was married in Chicago in 1941
Q. To whom? A. Shirley Dvorim.
Q. Were you divorced? A. My wife divorced me, receiving a divorce in Florida

in 1951.
Q. What time in 1951? A. Roughly, the spring
Q. And you were married to Mrs. Klein in 1951 when? What was the date of

your marriage to her? A. July 24th.
The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, does thi; gentleman understand he has the right

i have no desire along that line, sir?to have counsel here if he wants one? Y
The Witness. That is correct. That was explained in the private hearing on

Monday.

Q. And further than that, the Commii
and they would attempt to get some on

ision offers, if you would desire, counsel,
; to represent you from the Boston Bar

Association. A. I don’t recall that, but my wife said the offer had been made to
her.

Q. Well, now, in 1940 you graduated from the University of Chicago. Will you
shusetts and took up residence? A. Itell us whether you came back to Mas

think I already gave the answer to that
Q. That you refused to? A. That is correct.
Q. Did you come back and become a paid section organizer in the western part

of Massachusetts? A. I decline, previc
Q. In 1949 were you the leader of the

is grounds.
Communist Party in the Springfield ares

A. I have never hidden my political beliefs, but I'm not going to testify under
compulsion before this or any other investigating committee that uses the methods
of Senator McCarthy

Q. You falsely enthused me when you say you have never hidden your political
beliefs. But then you return to the same answer. Now I’m going to ask you, did
youknow Daniel Boone Schirmer? A. I’m not going to testify about beliefs and
associations, and I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated.

Q. You may decline, but I’m going to ask you. Were you the successor of Daniel
Boone Schirmer as leader of the Communist Party in the Springfield area? A. 1
decline.

Q. In 1951 did you enter the paid employ of the Communist Party? A. I
decline

Q. Have you any other means of livelihood than as a paid employee of the
CommunistParty today? A. I decline.

Q. After coming to Springfield, after being a leader in Springfield, did you move
down into the Fall River and New Bedford section of Massachusetts? A. I
decline.
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Q. In 1952 and in 1953 were you the sectional organizer in Fall River, New
Bedford and that part of Massachusetts which comprises Bristol County? A. I
decline.

Q. Did you ever speak on the radio under the auspices of the Communist Party?
A. As I said before, I have made no secret of my political beliefs, but I’m not going
to appear here and testify under compulsion.

Q. I’m going to ask you to answer the question. A. I decline.
Q. I’m going to ask you specifically did you make an address over Station

WSAR of Fall River on the 16th of November, 1947, under the auspices of the
Communist Party? A. I decline.

Q. Did you make an address over WSAR, the Fall River station, on July 11,
1948, as a member of the Communits Party? A. I decline.

Q. You say you don’t believe in force and violence? A. That is correct,

Q. I show you this script and ask you if that was an address, whether that con-
tains an address that you made? A. I decline. I would like to ask you, sir, if you
find something objectionable in this address?

n Th that, vnnrs? A. I decline to answer that. But do you find somethingQ. Is that yours? A. I decline tc
objectionable in it?

Q. Did you make any pencilled notations in this address? A. I decline. I
would like to know if there is anything objectionable or treasonable in this par-

ticular paper that you are showing me.

Q. I will ask you and you will answer. This is the script that is on file at the
radio station, and I will read a sentence that says, “We do not believe in using

force and violence.” Do you see that there [indicating]? A. Yes, I see that.
O. Do you notice that there is a pencil line drawn through that? A. I do.
Q. Do you know who wrote that addr
Q. Did you write it? A. I decline.
Q. Was a pencil mark put on there be

you couldn’t say on the radio, “We do :

? A. I decline

mse you couldn’t stomach the fact that
it believe in using force and violence?”r

A. If I had the opportunity to say over the radio that I do not believe in force and

violence, I will avail myself of that opportunity because I do not believe in force

and violence. But I decline to answer any questions about political beliefs a

associations. I believe we should have the situation in this Commonwealth where
any citizen can get up on the street corner or on the radio and make known his
political beliefs.

Q. If you were to be released from your oath here, would you tell us that yor

were a member of the Communist Party? A. I think that is a very tricky question
I will stop and think about it. I would be glad to discuss all questions if I were

released from the oath, and I would be glad to discuss thempublicly with members

of the press, and I will discuss thempublicly with members of the press whenI leave
this committee, and I will discuss them with you or any other member of tins
Commission at any time over lunch or dinner or a glass of beer or on the public
platform.

Mr. Cashman. Or a cup of te
The Witness. Or a cup of tea, thank you.
Q, Were you last year in charge of the political activities of the Commun

Party in Massachusetts? A. I decline.
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Q. Are you at the present time the district organizer of the Communist Party in
the United States of America, District No. 1, which includes Massachusetts?
A. I decline.

Q. Did you write that pamphlet [indicating]? A. Again I would like to ask
you if there is anything wrong, subversive or treasonable in this pamphlet?

Q. This pamphlet is signed “The Communist Party of New England.” Did
you issue that pamphlet and have it signed “Communist Party of New England?”
A. I decline.

Q. Have you attended Communist Party meetings within the present year?
A.. I decline.

Q. At the home of Peggy Schirmer? A. I further decline.
Q. Do you know where Michael Russo is now? A. I decline.
Q. Do you know where DanielBoone Schirmer is now? A. I decline
Q. Have you had Communist Party meetings within the present year attended

by Ann Burlak, Edith and Eugene Abber, Edward and Ann Garfield? A. I decline.
Mr. Brbsnahan. I have no further questions
The Chairman. Mr. Cashman, have y
Mr. Cashman. No.

iu any questions

Rep. Sala. I have none
like t question. What is your business today,The Chairman. I would 1 le

Mr. Lipshi
The WiTiNESs. I decline to answer that
The Chairman. You decline to answer
The Witness. Yes.

what your business is, is that correct?

Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further question,
ask this. Is the Communist Party aQ. [By Mr. Cashman.] I would like t

bversive organization? A. To my belie: nc

Q. You are familiar with the fact that in 1951 the Legislature of this Common-
wealth designated the Communist Party as a subversive organization? A. Well,
sir, if there was such a law I would say that law is clearly unconstitutional under
Article 25 of the Massachusetts Declaration of Rights, which says that the Legisla-
ture shall not declare any person to be guilty of treason or of a felony.

Q. Do you know what the purpose of the law was and is? A. I stand on the
previous answer

Q. Do you know that the purpose of the law was to attempt to effect legislation
that might deal with the problem of subversion? A. I stand on the previous
answer

Q. Do you recognize that the reason i
legislation if required? A. I stand on the

or the law was to recommend remedial
previous answer.

Q. Do you have the same feeling with re
A. Pardon me?

;pect to the investigation of big businesi

Q. Do you have the same feeling with re
A. I think on many occasions the operati
investigated.

*ard to the investigations of big business?
Ms of big business, as you say, should be

Q. And you think that the Communist Party should not be investigated?
A. Not under the present conditions, no, Ido not. May I expand on that?

Q. Yes, surely. A. I think we would have a much healthier situation if any
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person in the Commonwealth, as I said before, could get up and speak their piece
about Communism, Socialism or any other question, and I think that commissions
like this do a disservice to the people of the Commonwealth because they attempt to
outlaw an idea. Now we had some bitter experience in our country with the
Prohibition Amendment.

Q. Some people had a sweet experience. A. Yes, a small minority of the boot-
leggers. But I think that the big bulk of people and the law-enforcement people
themselves, as they have said in many investigations, that if you are going to pro-
hibit people from drinking in public then people are going to drink in private. And
if you are going to attempt to prevent people from speaking freely about Com-
munism or any other subject in public, thesepeople are going to do it in private.

Q. What you are saying in effect is if there were no law outlawing the Com-
munist Party, the Communists would dedicate themselves to the overthrow of the
government publicly? A. Well, there are about three questions mixed up in that,
Mr. Cashman.

Q. I was not mixed up when I asked the question. A. I’m confused. [The

question is read.] It is my belief that Communists in the United States do not call
for the overthrow of the government by force and violence.

Q. In the United States only? A. I only have personal knowledge of the
United States.

Mr. Bbbsnahan. Of the Communist Party, you mean?
The Witness. As I said, I’m not going to discuss beliefs and associations. It is

my belief that you cannot equate Communism with the overthrow of the govern-
ment by force and violence, and I know of no single Communist in this country
who has ever in any court, in any state or in any federal court, ever been convicted
of the use of force and violence or the advocacy of force and violence. And if this
Commission has any evidence that I have advocated this or any other individuals,
knownst or unknownst to me, then I think that information should be turned over
to the Attorney General, to the District Attorney.

Q. May I pursue that a little bit further? You say you know of no single Com-
munist in the United States who has been convicted of the violent overthrow of the

-eminent? A. That is correct.
Q. How many of these Communists in the United States do you know? A. I

did not mean the answer in that way. I said that I know of no Communists, I
know of no record or report or court decision that I have read about.

Q, Well, those Communists about whom you do have knowledge, have they

been dedicated to the peaceful change of the government? A. That is my belief.
Q. Now are you familiar with the origin of the tenets and the beliefs of Com-

munism? A. Reasonably so.
ssion that Mr. Marx was dedicated to a
it of all, I think we are beginning to get inQ. Are you going to tell this Comir

peaceful change of government? A. Fi:
the area of belief, which under the First Amendment

Q. You don’t have to answer. I’m not compelling you to answer. A. 1 would
be very happy to have a discussion with you or any one else publicly, but not under
compulsion, as to what I think Mr. Marx or Mr. Lenin or Mr. anybody else.
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Q. Mr. Lipshires, have I compelled you to answer any questions? A. You
have not.

Q. Have we been equally deferential to each other and to each other’s rights?
A. I would say so.

Q. When you get to the point where you feel you don’t want to answer a question
and you have a proper reason for not answering the question, advance it. May I
ask you again whether you want to tell this Commission that Mr. Marx was dedi-
cated to the peaceful change of governments throughout the world? A. Yes.

Q. You would say that he was? A. I would say si

Q. Would you say that the words that he used and that are attributable to him
in the Communist Manifesto actually bear out your conclusion that you would
say Yes? A. Although Ido not have the quotations here, I think there are ample
writings of Karl Marx which show that my answer is correct.

Q. All right. Does that apply to Mr. Engels too? A. I would think so
Q. Does it apply to Mr. Lenin? A. I would think so.
Q. And to Mr. Stalin? A. I would thinl

ords that they used with reference to the
!ct to the government, that it was their

Q. And you feel that so far as the w
change that they advocated with respi

purpose to do so by peaceful, orderly means, constitutional means? A. It is
always possible to take out of context a y two or three sentences and try to prove

anything one 'would like
•ntext. A. I think there are plenty of
people which show that they were in

Q. Let us not take anything out of ci

quotations or statements made by these
favor of a peaceful transition to socialism.

Q. Do you think that the aims of Cc immunism as a general proposition are
n, yes, without waiving my right to dis-peaceful? A. I do as a general propositic

cuss it

Q. Now7 in 1945, before the terminatio: i of World War 11, is it or is it not true
Soviet domination or rule, if you preferthat there were 180,000,000 people under

3 question is read.] The answer is No.that word? A. Will you repeat that? [1
Did you say 180,000,000?

the Soviet Union in 1945 was approxi-Yes. A. I think the population of
mately 180,000,000 people, to the best of my knowledge. Of course there was a
slight matter of a few million who were killed in the war, so I can’t quite correlate
the figures of pre-war at the moment.

Q. Was the current domination of China effected peacefully? A. The domi-
nation of China by whom?

Q. I was under the impression that it was a Communist domination, or am I
being mislead by the capitalistic press? A. What do you mean by Communist
domination?

Q. Are they in control of the country and the government? A. Are the Com-
munists in control of the government in China? I would say from what I read ir
the newspapers that the leading party in China is the Communist Party.

Rep. Randall. It is the only party, isn’t it?
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The Witness. That is not correct. There are several other parties that exist in
China.

Q. What is the party that actually rules? A. I would say after many, many
years of colonial oppression the people of China for the first time in their lives have
the right to exercise a little democracy.

Q. Under a Communist rule? A. May I finish?
Q. Surely. A. And if the people of China do not see the problem the same way,

they would not have undertaken the overthrow of Chiang-kai-Shek, because it is
not possible for any group of people, any small group of people, be they Com-
munists or be they not Communists, to impose their rule upon a vast nation
people. It is not possible in China. It would not be possible in the United States.
And if I seek any change in the form of government of this country, it is only with

a clear understanding that any such changes have to be accomplished by the
people

re ask you this. Was this move in China effected peacefully? A. What
took place in China after the war I would
tion in China.

say was roughly this. There was a revolu-

Q. Was it a peaceful one? A. No, it
Q. Was it by force and violence? A.

was not a peaceful revolution
May I finish? It was no more peaceful

acre peaceful at all. And it was the same
rnial revolution, a revolution which threw
on of China, just as we had a democratic

than wr as the American Revolution, no r
general type of revolution. It was a col
off the shackles of any foreign dominati
revolution in the United States in 1776.

think the antidote for Facism is Communism? A. No, not neceO

sarily.
Q. Wasn’t A. May I finish that answer?
Q. Go ahead. A. I think that the antidote to Fascism is more democracy.
Q. Are they getting it in China? A. It is my belief that they are. Compared

to what they had before, they are.
Q. Are they getting it in Czechoslovakia? A. I would say so.
Q. Are they getting it in Eastern Poland? A. I would say so,

Q. Are they getting it in Eastern Germany? A. Yes. And in Hungary and
Bulgaria and Rumania.

Q. And in North Korea? A. I would say so. That is my belief.
Q. Was this revolution that took place in these various countries fought with

ipitballs at twenty paces? A. Let us separate what revolutions took place in what
countries. I have testified about China

Q. You were so anxious, were you not, to get rid of Chiang-kai-Shek that
Mao-tse-tung -was a good antidote? A
That is my belief.

I think that under the circumstances, ye

Mr. Cashman. That is all
Mr. Bbesnahan. I have no further question
Q. [By the Chairman.] I have this I wouldI would like to ask. What vou advocate

for this country is more democracy, is that correct? A. That is one of the things
I believe in, yes.

Q. By more democracy you mean the Communist Party? A. No.
Q. And Communist-inspired democracy, isn’t that right? A. It is not right.
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Q. Isn’t that the only reasonable - A I believe in more democracy for every-
body in the United States,

we would get more democracy here, isQ. You think by becoming Communist
ire democracy in Massachusetts if thethat right? A. I think we would get
let corners and in public 1Communists had the right to get up on

Q. If they did, would you do so? A might

You think we would get more de-Q. You are going to answer n
nment in this State, is that right?aocracy by having a Communist form

A. Yes, that is my long view
Q. How about your short already explained that. IA

£ believe in more democracy

with Stalin, with one man ruling theQ. And there is more democracy in I
t you say so? A. I wouldn’t put ittry, than there is in this country, w

question is a little behind the times, andthat wav. I think, first of all, that
I these questions about Russia tothink it would be an excellent

to have an exchange group of legislatorintroduce a resolve before this Legislatu
district of Soviet Union and to haveMassachusetts to go over to the Mfrom

that would be a big contribution to the
3 able to ask the people on the spot.

them send a delegation over here. I beli
Id peace. Then you woulause

with my beliefs, I would be very happyAlthoughI know you would not come bac
the widest possible public meeting; hear the report of representatives ofto see the with

Massachusetts
Q. Have yo lave never been in the Soviet Union.Have you ever been over there? A

inferences such as the one they heldQ. Have you ever attended one
time I was abroad was when I served inin Poland a few years ago? A. Th

the armed forces in World War 11.
Q. What did you serve in during Worl iVar 11, sir? A. I served in the MedicalO

dorp;
Medical Corps of the United StateQ. In the Army or the Navy? A

Army. I saw service overseas in France
The Chairman. I have no further qi

were to come back, would they alsoBy Air. Cashman.l When these r

A. From what I read in the newspapers;dude reports from behind the Ural
r e United States Senators currently in thethose American individuals, including fiv
•erything that they have asked,
im what I read in the newspaper

iviet Union, have been freely shown e
O. You are finite sure of that? A. FYou are quite sure of that? A

the newspapers? A. No. I try to readAnd you believe what you read ir
t iwspar

Discernly? A. Thank you, Discer
t been expressed time and time againAnd you feel that the opinion that)

viet and the Communists are dedi-period of years, to the effect that t•er
implished by any possible means, includ-to a world-wide revolution tooatec

ing force and violence, is a myth? A. That is correct
Mr. Cashman. That is all I have

The Witness. I would say it is a myth upon which the present cold war has
been founded, and I think the accomplishments of the Geneva Conference are
beginning to produce a change in the thinking of the people of this country.
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Q. [By the Chairman.] Is it a myth, sir, that Lenin went across Germany in a
boxcar and with a very few people managed to take over the government of Russia
in 1917 and 1918? Is that a myth? A. No person in a boxcar or not in a boxcar
can take over a government.

Q. Was it a myth he went across Germany in a boxcar? A. He went across
Germany in a boxcar, and I went across France in a boxcar in the Army. I don’t
think it has any relevance to this inquiry.

Q. It is still a myth that he and a small group took over Russia in 1917? A. A
social change can only be accomplished by a vast number of people. We didn’t
have a revolution here because Sam Adams was a writer.

Q. Lenin never wrote that way? A. If you would like, I could go down to the
Library and dig up some quotations. I did not come prepared to speak along
these lines.

Q. He thought that a few people could take over a country, didn’t he? A. Not
to my belief. In fact, it is my definite thought that he taught the opposite.

Q. It is a myth that in Czechoslovakia the Communists took over there because
the people wanted them to? A. Would that be my explanation?

Q. Yes. A. In a sentence, yes. Of course, it would take, say, half an hour to
discuss and go into all of these points.

Q. And in East Germany the people want the Communists, is that right?
A. I would say Yes. Wait a second. I think the people want the government
which they have. The government of East Germany is not composed of only
Communists.

Q. It isn’t composed of only Communists? A. Nc
Q. [By Mr. Cashman.] Do you believe that a country deserves the type ol

government that it has? A. I would say, generally speaking, it is a valid proposi-
tion.

Q. Let me ask you this question, sir. Assuming that you want to accomplish a
change in the social order and assuming I don’t want it, do I get it anyway?
A. Pardon me?

Q. Assuming I don’t want it, do I get it anyway? A. I think the majorit
should rule.

Q. You do? A. Yes.
Q. And what about minority rights? A. I think minority rights should be prc

tected.
Q. What about my rights in this social order? I don’t want it. Are you going to

ram it down my throat? A. Wait a while. You are covering a lot of ground here.
Let us take a more simple situation that I think every one can understand. Let us
take the situation of a union. You have got a factory of one thousand workers.
Some workers want a union; some do not want it. So they hold an election. The
election goes 800 for the union, 200 against. The 800 elect a negotiating committee
and it goes into the company and negotiates a contract. That contract is binding
on every worker. The 200 who are opposed to the union are included.

Q. On the assumption that it is a closed shop? A. Oh, no. The 200 may not
have to belong to the union, but the contract is still binding on everybody. There
are not two sets of conditions, one for the 800 and one for the 200. I would say
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that in such a situation that such a union, if it were to be run on the principles
that I believe in, on democratic principles, that the 200 who are against the union
would have the right to continue to meet and to agitate among their fellow-workers
that they do not want a union. But I think obviously the working conditions in
that factory would then be decided by the big majority of the people.

Q. Am I wrong in the assumption that Communism espouses the principle that
it is going to demonstrate to me or to anybody else that it is peaceful, even if it has
to knock my head off to prove it? A. That is not correct. And the conclusions
that the leaders of the Big Four reached in Geneva are in direct opposition to
that conclusion.

Q. They didn’t consult me. A. That may be unfortunate. Maybe Genev
would not have takenplace if you did not hold these views.

Mr. Brbsxahan. I move that he be excused
The Witness. I would like to make a statement
The Chairman. You may make a statement, sir, at this time
The Witness. Thank you. As I remarked to Mr. Bresnahan, I have been called

here to testify as to subversion. I have never committed any act of subversion, of
espionage, of sabotage, of treason or of force and violence. And I have never advo-
cated or told any one else to commit such an act. I have also been called here to
testify as to what I know about Communist activity. As I explained, gentlemen

the Commission, I did not answer these questions fully because I think that it is
m to go into my political beliefs and asso-beyond the province of this Commissii

ciations. However, there are other pi
activity before various commissions, ai

ople who have testified as to Communist
these people is J. Edgar Hoover,.missions, a

Director of the FBI, ■who, speaking I ibruary 5, 1947, before the House Appro-
— “I would like to point out to the Com-priations Committee, said, and I quo

mittee that the principal Communist activity in the United States during the past
year has been (1) its peace objective geared primarily to raising nationwide appeal
for settlement of the Korean War; (2) recall of American troops from abroad;
(3) a five-power pact including Communist China; (4) theresumption of trade with
iron curtain countries.” And although I said that I would not testify under com-
pulsion, coercion by this Committee, I did voluntarily give my belief on a whole
number of questions which were directed towards me, and I want to say in regard
to these activities that Mr. Hoover spoke of that all during the Korean War that I
believed that the war should speedily be brought to a close by peaceful means, by
negotiation. I did believe in, and Ido believe now, the recall of American troops
from abroad. I believed, and I do believe now, that a five-power pact should be
concluded, a peace pact, including Communist China. And I believed, and I do
believe now, resumption of trade should be carried out with iron curtain coun-
tries, export and import trade, particularly when I see the hard-hit unemployment
in several areas of Massachusetts.

I hold, to paraphrase the words of Patrick Henry, if thesebeliefs be treason, then
make the most of them. Eighteen months ago these beliefs were not very popular,
and a number of people who advocated these same beliefs were sent to jail, accord-
ing to the newspapers. In other words, people who advocated peaceful co-existence
between the East and the West were threatened with prosecution. But today we
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have a different situation. Millions
achieve peaceful co-existence between
who are to heat up the cold wai
read you what Dorothy Kilgallen said,

}f Americans believe that it is possible to
the East and the West. But those people
are not going to give up so easily. Let me

The Chairman. I'm not going to list
have you go into a long-winded explan
have you give a statement, but it has got
asked of you, sir.

mto a diatribe here. I am not going to
,tion here. We are perfectly willing to

it

oe pertinent to the questions that were

my statement. As I said before, I think
■Communism cannot exist side by side, and
ommonwealth where Communists and any
to their beliefs.

The Witness. I will try to shorten
the democratic liberties and violentanti
I would like to see a situation in this C
one else can get up and freely testify as

Now I want to amend one thing that
two or three points as briefly as possibl
I know nothing of subversion. I do kr

aid in the beginning, and I will close with
. It is not true, not completely true, that
)w something and I want to bring certain

facts before this Commission. I think in many waj's my rights as a citizen in this
Commonwealth have been violated and are being violated. It is my own opinion
that the operation of this Commission is one element in the situation. In addition,
for approximately the last six months I have been hounded and followed from one
end of this city to another, at least weekly, sometimes daily, by the —■

Mr. Bresnahan. I want to object to anything further along this line
[Discussion off the record.]

William Robert McCarthy
Address: 7 Hazelwood Street, Malden, Mass,
Born: Barre, Vt., September 6, 1920.
Education: High school

This Commission, has received creditable evidence that William
McCarthy has been an active member of the Communist Party.
He has been active in promoting Party principles as a member of
the United Furniture Workers Union, as an executive officer of the
Civil Rights Congress, the Freedom of the Press Committee, New
England Citizens Concerned for Peace, and his earlier activities
brought him into prominence as an officer of the American Youth
for Democracy. He was in the picket line in front of the State
House protesting the execution of the Rosenbergs in June, 1953.

tie has never been a witness in a public hearing before this Com-
mission.
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Mildred Murdock
Address; 115 Parker Street, Newton, Mas:
Born; April 3, 1915, at Boston, Mass.
Maiden Name: Mildred Raskivd.
Married: William F. Murdock, November 26, 1937, at Franklin, N. H
Education: Boston schools; Roxbury Memorial High School.
Occupation: Clerical work

of William F. Murdock, a Field
d Radio and Machine Workers of

Mildred Murdock is the wife
Organizer for the United Electric
America. The activities of Mr. Murdock in associations with the
Communist Party, of which this Commission has received evidence,
and the transcript of his testimony before the Commission, are
contained in its Fifth Interim Report.

The Commission has received creditable evidence that Mrs. Mur-
dock has been an active member of the Communist Party, The

International Workers Order, Civil
isive Party, and that she conducted
i.eetings in her home over a period

Young Communist League, the
Rights Congress and the Progre;
Communist Party classes and n
of years. She was active in or
Florence Williams, Ann Burial
she made addresses over radio
Hood.

anizations with Fannie Hartman,
Timpson, Edith Abber. In 1947
itation WMEX in behalf of Otis

On March 7, 1948, she spoke
as a representative of the Comn
ferred to in her testimony before

over Station WSAR at Fall River
must Party. That address was re-
this Commission. The occasion of

her testimony was at a public session on September 14, 1955
There follows its complete transcript

Mildred Murdock, sworn.

Q. [By Mr. Brbsnahan.] What is your name? A. Mildred Murdock.
Q. Where do you live? A. 115 Parker Street, Newton Centre.
Q. Mrs. Murdock, have you always been a resident of Massachusetts? A. Yes.
Q. When and where were you born? A. I was born in Boston, Massachusetts.
Q. When? A. April 3, 1915.
Q. Wouldyou give us a little of your schooling? A. Yes, I attended the schools

of Boston and Roxbury, Massachusetts, through high school.
Q. What school did you graduate from? A. Graduated from the Roxbury

Memorial High School in 1942.
Mr. Rosenberg. Mr. Chairman, lam Allan R. Rosenberg, 10 Tremont Street

counsel for the witness. I have a motion in writing which I present to the Commis
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sion, which, with your permission, I will make orally. I move that the witness be
furnished with the charges, if any, against her; that the Commission produce the
witnesses, if any, against her so she can confront and cross-examine them by her-
self or counsel at her election; that the Commission furnish her with the creditable
evidence, if any, upon which the Commission proposes to make, if it does, any
findings against her so she may have an opportunity to rebut such evidence; and
that the Commission give her an opportunity to furnish proof favorable to her in

I submit this motion and ask the Com-ber own defence, if any defence be needed
mission to rule on it.

motion before, and I move that it beMr. Brbsnahan. There was a similar
denied.

illeagues, and the vote is to decline theThe Chairman. I have consulted my c
motion.

Q. Mrs. Murdock, at some time were you in the employ of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts? A. I was.

Q. In what department and over what period of time? A. I was a file clerk at
the Registry of Motor Vehicles for approximately three and a half years.

Q. And are you now employed? A. I’m now employed.
Q. Have you any children? A. I have children.
Q. Are you a member of the Communist Party? A. In declining to answer that

question by holding to the Twelfth Article of the Constitution of the Common-
wealth, I do wish to state very categorically that I am not a subversive, have never
been in an organization that was subversive, I do not advocate the overthrow of
the government by force or violence and I have never belonged to any such or-
ganization.

Q. As the Communist Party? A. That advocates the overthrow I answered
the question. I answered that question immediately, sir. I answered it by de-
clining to answer by invoking the Twelfth Article of the Constitution.

Q. Have you ever been a spokesman for the Communist Party? A. I decline
to answer that question on the previous grounds.

Q. Did you speak over the radio on March 7, 1948,'over Station WSAR, under
the auspices of the Communist Party? A. I decline to answer that on the same
grounds.

Q. Would you look over that script and see if that is a speech that you made
over the radio on March 7, 1948, on WSAR, Sunday afternoon? A. I decline on
the same grounds. May I show this to my attorney, please?

Q. Surely.
The Chairman. Take your time. You may show it to him.
Q. Now that you have looked at it, did you make that speech over the radi

A. I decline to answer on the previous grounds,
Q. Let me read either all or portions, whichever you prefer.
The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, are you offering this as an exhibit?
Mr. Brbsnahan. I will offer it as an exhibit. “Radio Broadcast Station

WSAR, Mar 7th 1.15 p.m. Speaker, Mrs. Mildred Murdock —for the Com-
munist Party, Bristol County.” I call your attention that that is in longhand, and
there is another sentence there with a long delineation, changes. Is that your
writing? A. I decline to answer.
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Q. “Throughout the ages woman has been glorified in song and story; poetry
and art. She has been called the home builder, the character moulder, the fair
sex. But such cultural attributes, unless accompanied by opportunities allowing
her to take her place as a citizen on an equal level with all men, are a mere sham!”
Did you write that? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Do you deny that you spoke that over the radio?
Mr. Rosenberg. Mr. Chairman, the witness has already declined to state

whether she wrote the entire speech. Now I suggest it is mere harassment for
counsel to go through it paragraph by paragraph, to ask her whether she wrote
this paragraph. I think that is unfair.

Rep. Tynan. I think the question is, did she speak it over the radio, is that
correct?

The Witness. I declined to answer that.
Q. Just simply to refresh your recollection. “For what position in our society

do women hold today? Women everywhere are forced into an inferior, exploited,
oppressed status.” Is that your opinion? A. Well, might I ask the purposes of
this investigation? I thought really it was to investigate subversive activities, not
the opinions or the thoughts of people, and I would like to be clarified on that
point.

The Chairman. We said that we are investigating Communism.
The Witness. He is now asldng me my opinior
Q. Are you in an inferior, exploited, oppressed status as a woman in Massa-

chusetts?
The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, you started to read this document you sub-

mitted.
Mr. Bresnahan. I will submit it all eventually
The Chairman. I think if you submit the whole document
Q. “The subjugation of women is all part of a larger and more horrible plan.

The program of big business —The Wall Street banker —-the corporation mag-
nates, the Chamber of Commerce, the National Association of Manufacturers, to
crush the people at home, to exploit the peoples of the wr oiid, to plunge all humanity
into war. How are they going about it, these men of wealth, who live for profits
alone? Their servants in Washington carry out their orders: in the halls of Con-
gress, in the White House, in the various State Department buildings.” Does that
refresh your recollection any as to w'hether or not you ever made a speech anywhere,
included in which was that paragraph I just read?

Mr. Rosenberg. Mr. Chairman
Mr. Cashman. He is now asking a different question.
Mr. Rosenberg. And I am making a different objection. The wdtness has

never said that she recalls she made such a speech, and counsel is saying does it
refresh her recollection. That is without a predicate. I think it is unfair that this
Commission implies that her recollection can be refreshed. She has declined to
answer.

Mr. Cashman. Isn’t that rather a technical objection?
Mr. Rosenberg. I think any objection which prevents the harassment of this

witness by this Commission is a sound objection, technical or otherwise, and I
make it.
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The Chairman. We are trying to find out whether this witness has been or is a
Communist.

Mr. Rosenberg. She has declined to answer that. Now counsel is going
through, paragraph by paragraph, a speech which she has declined to say she was
the author of or she has made a statement over the radio. And he is asking her her
opinions, which I submit is beyond the jurisdiction of this Commission. And he
has asked her if her recollection is refreshed.

The Chairman. Has she been identified as the maker of this speech?
Mr. Rosenberg. She has declined to state whether she made the speech.
The Chairman. Her name is on the document. It can be easily ascertained

from the radio station.
Mr. Rosenberg. Maybe that is the way to do it
Mr. Cashman. Would the Chair entertain the thought that a woman is not

subversive? Isn’t that what you are getting at?
Mr. Rosenberg. What I’m getting at is that the witness’ rights are being

invaded.
Rep. Randall. I have no great desire to hear the speech read again. We are

going to have that put in as part of the record, are we not?
Mr. Brbsnahan. I would like to read it into the record. May I read this into

the record?
The Chairman. You may read it into the record
Mr. Bresnahan. “To the Home Builder Congress says, NO! You cannot have

new homes to ease the shortage. The real estate interests must be guaranteed
more profits. And Congress is made up of Republicans and Democrats. Pres.
Truman builds a new balcony on the White House —To the consumer: Congress

s the food trusts must be guaranteed
oublicans and Democrats. Pres. Truman

says No! You cannot have lower pri
more profits. Congress is made up of B

What irony! This from a man who
ieral employees; this from a man whose

ays price controls mean a ‘police sta
demands so-called loyalty tests from I
Attorney General ordered the Hitler like arrest, holding without bail four out-
standing fighters for the rights of the working man Gerhart Eisler, John William-

Americanmaking Ellis Island thson, Ferdinand Smith, Charles Doyle
Concentration Camp.

id their lives in a hunger strike in order
oday I am happy to report they are out

“These men are risking their health a:

to stop Fascism in its tracks now, and t
on bail, thanks to the nationwide protest against this Fascist act

ter the Russian October Revolution said,
igislation has done even half of what the
s verv first month of its existence.’ And

Let me read you this part: “Lenin, af
‘Not a single state and no democratic 1c
Soviet government did for women in the
I would like to read to you just what the
constitution. Article 122: Women in t
men in all spheres of economic, state, cul

Soviet government did. From the Soviet
:ie USSR are accorded equal rights with
tural, social and political life.— > i '

“The possibility of exercising these rights of women is ensured by affording

women equally with men the right to work, payment for work, rest and leisure,

social insurance and education, and by state protection of the interests of mother
and child, maternity leave with pay, and the provision of a wide network of ma-
ternity homes, nurseries and kindergartens.
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Article 137: Women have the right t ;lect and be elected on equal terms with
g.” Did you say any of those things inmen. That is indeed a goal worth attain

Massachusetts anywhere at / time? A. Twelfth Article,
id you hold Communist PartQ. As a matter of fact, Mrs. Murdock meetm

and classes in your own home? A. I dec!
Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further quc
The Chairman. Do members of the Con
Q. [Bv Mr. Cashman.] Mrs. Murdoch

1le to answer on t
itions to ask.

immission? Mr. Cashman has a question.
Ik, is the Communist Party a subversi

ti

nfers with counsi
4

A. Counsel advised me it has leclared by the laws of M
Q. You indicated that you had leen a member of any organization that

was subversive or was dedicated to t 'lent overthrow of the government; is
that correct? A. That is true.

Q. And you have never been part ly subversive organization? A. That is
true.

Q. And you have indicated that com .dvises you that the Communist Party

has been declared to be a subversive orga
Q. Now' whether or not in your owr

ization: correct? A. Y
knowledge the Communist Party was

dedicated at all times to the violent c ■rthrow of any government? A. Are you

me a questic
Q. Yes. A. I’m sorry, I don’t q .derstand it

The question is reac
A. I decline to answer that
Q. You decline to answer the quest! ,s to whether or not in your owm knowl-

edge the Communist Party was dedicat 1 to the overthrow of governments by
force and violence? A. That is true.

Mr. Cashman. I have no further questi

The Chairman. Have you any questions, Rep. T
Rep. Tynan. No,
Rep. Randall. I hav
The C Rep. Randall has a question
Q. [By Rep. Randall.] You testified that you are not a member of any sub-

versive organization; is that right? A. That is correct
that the Communist Party has beenQ. And your counsel has now infon

declared to be subversive under the 1 this Commonwealth? A. That
correct

* Q. N iwing that, am I to infer from the two answers just given that you

are not a member of the Communist P: .rty? A. I am not intimating anything
I am answering the question by declining to answer under the Twelfth ArticL

Q. I’m going to ask the quest! afioally again. Are you a member of thet!
Communist Party? A. I have already d

The Chairman. Any further question
lined to answer that

Rep. Randall. Ne
The Chairman. The Chair has nc ther questions. Now our rules entitle
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you to make a statement either orally or in writing, bearing solely on the questions
asked.

Mr. Cashman. Can I ask one more?
The Chairman. Mr. Cashman
Q. [By Mr. Cashman.] I -would like to ask one more question. I think if you

consult with counsel he will confirm the fact that the Communist Party was de-
clared to be a subversive organization in Massachusetts, under the law of 1951 in
November. Nowr prior to November of 1951 wr ere you ever a member of the Com-
munist Party? A. I decline on the same grounds. I think I have adequately
answered that question.

Q. Subsequent to 1951 and up to the present moment have you ever been a
member of the Communist Party? A. I decline on the same grounds.

The Chairman. I have just finished advising you that you may make a state-
ment.

The Witness. I would like to very briefly state that there is nothing in my past
or my present or my future that can be in any -way considered subversive; that I
have always defended the constitution of this Commonwealth and of this country,
and I continue to do so. My record as a private citizen, public citizen, mother, em-
ployee or any other capacity has been an honorable one, and I am stating that for
the record. And I would like to sign two vouchers since I was here Wednesday.

The Chairman. You are entitled to sign two vouchers.

Francis J. O'Connor.
Address: 112 Homestead Street, Roxbury, Mass,
Born: June 24, 1907, at Pitchburg, Mass.
Education; Fitchburg elementary and high school
Occupation; Business Agent, Boston Local of United Furniture Workers of

America

Francis O’Connor has been employed in several capacities by the
United Furniture Workers of America for the past fifteen years.
The evidence before this Commission is that he first joined the
Communist Party twenty years ago.

Mr. O’Connor has been identified to this Commission as a trustee
of the former Communist dominated Samuel Adams School for
Social Studies in Boston, chairman of a meeting in Boston, in
March, 1951, to raise funds for the defense of Harry Bridges, active
in 1953 in the New England Citizens Concerned for Peace, a mem-
ber of the Boston Committee to Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs,
and associated with Communist Party members active in the labor
movement.

His testimony before the Commission, in public session, on De-
cember 7, 1955, is quoted below:
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Afternoon Session.

The Chairman. The hearing will come to order.
Mr. Bresnahan. I call Mr. O’Connor.
The Witness. I have no objection to a photograph

Francis J. O’Connor, sioorn.

Q. ]By Mr. Bresnahan.] What is your name? A. Francis J. O’Connor.
Q. Where do you live? A. 112 Homestead Street, Roxbury.
Q. When and where were you born? A. I was born in the city of Fitchburg,

Mass., June 24, 1907.
Q. Will you tell us what your education consisted of? A. I graduated from the

elementary grades in Fitchburg and approximately years of high school.
Q. Where were you in high school? A. In Fitchbur
Q. When did you leave high school? A. I left high school sometime around

1922 or ’23, I believe.
Q. And what has been your occupation since? A. For a short time I worked as

a sheet metal worker. In 1927-1928 I worked at the Harrington-Richardson Arms
Company in the city of Worcester.

Q. You are accompanied by counsel? A. That is correct.
Mr. Bresnahan. Will counsel identify himself for the record?
Mr. Cohen. My name is Frederick Cohen. I am an attorney at law in the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. I practice at 294 Washington Street, Boston.
Q. Then after that work as a sheet metal worker what did you do? A. I went

to work for the Harrington-Richardson Arms Company in Worcester, Mass.
Q. In what capacity? A. I worked in the woodworking department.
Q. How long and over what years was your occupation there? A. 1927 and

part of 1928.
Q. Following that where did you go? A. I came back to Fitchburg in the latter

part of 1928, I believe.
Q. Were you married at that time? A. Yes, I was.
Q. Wall you sketch for us what occupation you followed from the time you came

back to Fitchburg? A. Primarily worked in the furniture industry.
Q. In and around Fitchburg? A. That is correct.
Q. Now did you join a union? A. Yes. I joined the union in 1939.
Q. What union? A. The United Furniture Workers of America.
Q. Have you held positions in the United Furniture Workers of America?

A. I have. I worked for both the International Union and for the last thirteen
years I have been associated with the Boston local.

Q. When did you first go with the International Union as an employee and what
position did you hold? A. Sometime around 1940or ’4l. I’m not exactly certain of
the dates at the moment.

Q. And your position? A. My position was International Representative
Q. With headquarters where? A. Which one?
Q. International Representative of the International Union, where were the

headquarters? A. In New York City.
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Q. Are they still there? A. They are.
Q. In 1940 and 1941 what assignment geographically? A. The New England

area.
Q. And did that constitute all the New England States? A. That is correct.

Q. How long did you continue as a New England representative? A. Until
May of 1942, when I came to Boston.

Q. When you came to Boston in what capacity did you come in? A. When I
came to Boston, originally I came in the capacity of an international representa-
tive,

Q. How long were you employed while you were a resident of Boston as an
international representative? A. At that time I was employed for about three
or four weeks, I would say.

Q. And at the expiration of three or four weeks, what change, if any, in your
employment? A, I became business agent of the Boston local.

Q. What is the local number? A. 1368.
Q. And where are their headquarters? A. 6 Beacon Street.

Q. Were their headquarters at 6 Beacon in 1942? A. No. In 1942 they were
located at 119 Hanover Street.

Q. How long have you been at 6 Beacon? A. For about three years, I would
say.

Q. Now what are your duties as business agent? A. To negotiate contracts
and handle grievances, arbitrations and other matters that deal with the adminis-
tration of the local. _ .

Q. In what geographical sections are plants which you supervise as business

agent? A. The Metropolitan area of Boston, the only other plant being located in

Nashua, New Hampshire. . „ ,
,iNdJbilUo., iiuw ,

Q. What is the name of the plant in Nashua, New Hampshire? A. Old Colony

Furniture Company.
Was that formerly a Massachusetts concern? A. Yes, it was.
How long have they been in Nashua? A. Oh, it is over twenty year

I couldn’t say exactly.
~

Q. Did you at some time join the Communist Party? A. 1 decline to answer

that question under the Twelfth Article of the Declaration of Rights of the Massa-

chusetts Constitution.
Q. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? A. lam not.
0 Were you a member of the Communist Party in the year 1955? A. 1

dine to answer that question on the same grounds.
Q. When you decline hereafter, for the record, does your decimation embrace

the Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts Constitution and/or the Fifth Amend-
ment? A. That is correct, sir.menDi 24.. X licit K5 buncuu,Oil. L.,

Mr. Buckley. I’m sorry. I didn’t get your answer to; Are you now a membe

of the CommunistParty? Did you decline to answer?
The Witness. My answer was no.
Mr Buckley. Thank you. ,
Q Were you a trustee of the Samuel Adams School here in Boston, the Samuel

Adams School for Social Studies with headquarters at 39 Province Street, i

Boston’ A I respectfully decline, sir, for the same reasons as previously stated
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Q. When you were appointed international representative of the United Furni-
ture Workers in 1940 or 1941, were you a member of the Communist Party? A. I
decline to answer that question for the reasons stated previously

Q. When you were appointed business agent of Local 1368 in Boston of the
United Furniture AVorkers’ Union, were you a member of the Communist Party?
A. I respectfully decline to answer for the reasons previously stated.

Q. AVere you chairman of a committee to raise funds for Harry Bridges, the
defense of Harry Bridges, here in Boston in March of 1951? A. May I consult
with counsel?

Q. Surely.
[AVitness confers with counsel

A. I will decline to answer that question for the same reasons as previously
stated

Q. AVere you a member of the New England Citizens Concerned for Pc ,ce in

1953, an organization which had its headquarters at 41 Mount Street in
Boston? A. I decline to answer that question for the same r is previously
stated

Q. AVere you a member of the Boston Committee to Secure Justice for tl
Rosenbergs? A. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons.

Q. Did you attend conventions of the Communist Political Association in
Boston? A. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons as previouslyre

stated
AATren the Communist Party wa Jissolved and the Communist Political

Association was started, did you become
eiation? A. I decline to answer that q

member of the Communist Politic
tion for the same reasons as previously

stated.
Q. On the dissolution of the Comn t Political Association, did you become

then a member of the Communist Party A. I decline to answer for

Q. AATo is the counsel for the UnitedFurniture AAr orkers Union which you repre-
sent? A. Pm not certain that I am clear on the question you are ask

Q. AVho is the attorney for the union which you represent, the Furniture irk
ers Union? A. Are you talking about the local union or the International I nr

Q. First your local union.
[Witness confers with Counsel

A. AVe have no attorney who is on any retaining basis. On the few occasic
when we have needed somebody for assistance, Mr. Cohen has acted.

Q. He is your present counsel here this morning? A. That is right
Q. AVho is paying for your attorney h •e this morning? You or your i moi

A. I am pi

Mr. Bresnahan. That is all. I have further questi
The Chairman. Have any members of the Commission any questions of the

witne:

Mr. Cashman. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Cashman.

e
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Q. [By Mr. Cashman.] Now you have been in the United Furniture Workers’
Union for some twenty years? A. As a member since 1939.

Q. Now at any time during your membership within this union have you been
engaged in the soliciting of any funds from various members of the union for and
in behalf of the defense of various individuals brought before investigating com-
mittees? A. I’m afraid, sir, I would have to decline to answer that question.

Q. And whether or not the union as a general proposition (a) on the national
level, and (fc) on the local level, has used any portion of the funds in defense of
various individuals being investigated by investigating committees generally?

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. Your question, sir, is in two parts. As far as the International Union, I
couldn’t tell you. I know nothing about it. As far as the local union, my answer
to that question is No.

Q. Now is your union currently involved in any negotiations with respect to its
contract with the employer? A. Just one very small shop.

Q. But as a general proposition it is not so involved? A. That is correct
Contract negotiations have been concluded.

Q. So that you, at any rate, based on the absence of negotiations, do not con
lider that this committee is involved in any union-busting activity?

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. Are you speaking specifically as far as the union that I represent? Are you
directing that question as far as my union is concerned?

Q. I will make that question in two parts. As far as your union is concerned.
Let us start with that. A. Well, as far as my union is concerned, the question you
ask me is almost impossible for me to answer. You are asking for an opinion from
me. I don’t feel as though lamin a position to give an opinion on that.

Q. Well, you are aware that various members of various unions have from time
to time leveled the charge against this Commission that it has been engaged in
union-busting activities, are you not? A. I may have read something in the
newspapers about it.

Q. Do you subscribe to it? And you don’t have to answer that question if you
don’t want to. A. The only answer that I can give you to that question is I will
have to reserve judgment until after these hearings are over, as far as my own par-
ticular union is concerned.

Q. Now your own particular local has some 400 or 450 members? A. About
250; 250 or 260.

O. As of what date? Now? A. As of this current date
Q. Has therebeen a diminutionof membership in the recent past? A. There has.
Q. What was the maximum strength of your local, let’s say, from 1951 to date?

A. Oh, about 400, 450 members.
Q. So that in the recent four-year period there has been a diminution of some?

A. As a result of some large companies one moved down to Tennessee that em-
ployed up to 80. Two other companies employing 70 people or better went out of
business.

Q. Now your particular function as business agent is one which you might well
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describe as rather an important one within your local, is it not? A. I suppose it is
a matter of opinion. Some would think it is important, others probably not so
important.

Q. You would like to feel it is important? A. I would not like to feel any such
thing. I will let my record stand on its own.

Q. Now whether or not in the last several years it has not come to your attention
that there are in your local various individuals who are alleged to be under Com-
munist domination? A. Will you kindly ask the question again?

[The question is read.]

A. I don’t see how I can answer that question.
this way. Has it come to your attentionRep. Randall. Let me change it to

in the last several years?

[Witness confers with counsel.]
to decline to answer that questionThe Witness. I’m afraid I will have

Q. Now will you give us the names of those individuals who have been president
of this local in the past ten years? A. I will try to remember. Edward Deady, a
Theodore Arsenault, Louis C. Cassano and William Arsenault.

Q. Isn’t Edward Deady an individual who resigned from this local some years
ago? A. He is no longer a member of this union.

Q. But didn’t he resign as president of the local some years ago? A. I believ
he probably did.

Q. And whether or not of your own knowledge you know what his resignation
was attributable to? A. I will decline to answer that question.

Q. Isn’t it true that he resigned as president of this local because of the alleged
Communist infiltration that had takenplace within it? A. I will decline to answer
that question for the same reasons as previously stated.

Q. Have you ever discussed this matter with Mr. Deady in your representative
capacity connected with the local? A. I would decline to answer that question.

Q. Well, were there not various meetings that took place in the union halls at
the time that he was president and at the time that you occupied a responsible
position within the local in which it was alleged of you in open session that you were
a Communist? A. I decline to answer that question.

Q. Whether or not you ever denied a connection with the Communist Party
when such charges were made? A. Are you making a statement or asking me a
question?

Q. No. I’m asking you a question. A. I will decline to answer that question
for the same reasons.

Q. Now did the question as to your relationship to the Communist Party ever
come up amongst the members of the union at any time? A. I will decline to
answer that question for the same reasons.

Q. Do you feel that as a member with a responsibility to a given union that if
you were a member of the Communist Party or had any connection therewith that
it would be proper for the people who worked with you to know about it?

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. I will decline to answer that question
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Q. Now you had indicated that you are not now a member of the Communist
Party? A. That is right.

Q. In order to save time, if we go retroactively, are you willing to answer
affirmatively or negatively the same question with regard to any date prior to
today? A. I would decline to answer.

Q. In other words, you would not answer as to whether or not you were a mem-
ber of the Communist Party yesterday? A. That is correct.

Q. Let’s see if we can do it this way, and very quickly. Will you answer a
question as to whether or not at any time with the exception of 1955 you have
been a member of the Communist Party? A. I would decline to answer that
question.

Q. And similarly with respect to 1954, 1953, 1952 —■ any time subsequent to
November of 1951? A. That is right.

Mr. Cashman. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Witness, have you ever appeared before any Congressional

investigation under oath?
The Witness. No.
The Chairman. Is this your first appearance before any commission of this

nature?
The Witness. That is correct.
Mr. Cashman. Just two more questions, Mr. Chairman
Q. [By Mr. Cashman.] Whether or not you have ever been a part of any or-

ganization or group dedicated to the overthrow of this government by force and
violence?

[The witness confers with counsel.]

A. I do not believe in force and violence and have not participated or dis-
cussed with any one at any time or any place any such action.

Q. Now would you be good enough to answer my specific question, Mr.
O’Connor? A. I thought that did answer the question.

Q. Well, it may have. I would like it to appear on therecord either affirmatively
or negatively.

[The question is read.]

A. I think I have stated my position with regard to the essence of the question
which you asked me. It is on therecord. Other than that I’m afraid I will have to
decline.

Q, Now your answer, as I recall it, indicated that you were personally opposed
to force and violence. I did not direct my question toward eliciting an answer as
to whether or not you were personally in favor or opposed to force and violence.
My specific question is as to whether or not you were ever a member of any group
which was dedicated to the overthrow of this government by force and violence.

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. I’m afraid I will have to decline to answer that question.
Mr. Bresnahan. I think, for the record, he should say he declines or does not

decline.
The Witness. I do. Ido decline.
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Q. Let me ask this question, which may be helpful to you. Whether or not you
have ever been a part of any organization or body which to your knowledge was
dedicated to the proposition to the overthrow of this government by force or
violence?

[Witness confers with counsel.]

A. I think I have already put my answer in the record in connection with this.
Other questions relating to that I will have to respectfully decline to answer for the
same reasons as previously stated.

Q. Well, you specifically decline to answer that specific question. A. That is
right.

Q. Whether or not any member of your union ever came to you and asked you
whether or not you were a member of the Communist Party? A. I decline to
answer that for the same reasons as previously stated.

Mr. Cashman. I have no further questions.
The Chairman. Any further questions on the part of other members of the

Commission? Any further questions by counsel.
Mr. Bresnahan. I have none.
The Chairman. You are entitled to make a statement,
The Witness. No statement to make.
The Chairman. You may sign a voucher for a witness fee.
The Witness. I don’t want it.
The Chairman. You are excused, sir.
Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further witnesses today
The Chairman. The Committee will immediately hold an executive session.

All those not having business with the Committee, please step outside.
[Hearing adjourned.]

Robert Pollock.
Address: 16 Anderson Street, Boston.
Born; Russia, December 12, 1898; naturalized February 19, 1943.

This Commission has received credible evidence that Robert
Pollock has been a member of the Communist Party.

He was born in Russia and immigrated to the United States in
1921 and became a citizen of this country by naturalization in
1943. He had served in the Russian Army from 1915 to 1917. He
was inducted into the United States Army on November 28, 1942,
and released on July 24, 1943.

In 1945 Mr. Pollock became a member of the Communist Politi-
cal Association. When the organization reverted back to the
Communist Party he retained his membership. He was a fre-
quenter of the Communist Party headquarters when it was active
in 1950. He was a member of the International Workers Order,



HOUSE No. 2626. [Jan.100

*

was active in raising funds for the “Morning Freiheit ”, the “Daily
Worker” and the Boston Freedom of the Press Committee. He
has been associated in organizations with Sidney Lipshires, Fred
Bradley, Edwin Garfield, Mike Russo and Ann Burlak Timpson.
He was a delegate to the District Convention of the Communist
Party at Otisfield Hall, Roxbury, on January 19, 20, 1957.

He has never appeared as a witness in public session before this
Commission.

George L. Roc
Address: 16 High Plains Street, Sharon, Mass
Born; Charlestown, Mass., November 6, 1907
Education: Public schools in Sharon, graduate, Sharon High School, one year at

Boston College.

This Commission has received creditable evidence that George L.
Roe has been a member of the Communist Party; that he was a
member when he was employed at the Fore River Ship Yard and
subsequently at Allis-Chalmers at Hyde Park; that he held Com-
munist Party meetings in his home; that he has actively sold
Communist literature; that he was active in the Progressive
Party, the National Labor Conference for Peace and the United
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America.

He was associated in organization work with Fannie Hartman,
Ann Burlak Timpson, Carl Carlson, Otis Hood, Joseph Figuerido,
Herbert Zimmerman and Norman Satterthwaite.

There is quoted below his testimony in public session before
this Commission:

Mr. Roe. My name is not Edward. I would like to say something else too.
When you took the last picture, I was in it. I want to say something else too.

Mr. Bresnahan. Can he be sworn too?
Mr. Roe. Why don’t you let me make the statement first? My appearance here

I believe is going to cost me my job. I say that because two fellows who worked
in my shop lost their jobs. I want to know what this Commission is going to do to
help me when I need a job?

George L. Roe, sworn
Q. [By Mr. Bresnahan.] What is your name? A. George L. Roe
Q. Where do you live? A. High Plains Street, Sharon.
Q. What number? A. 16
Q. And you are here unaccompanied by counsel? A. Yes, sir,
Q. That is at your own election? A. Yes, sir.
Q. At an executive hearing the Commission suggested if you wanted counsel
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they would attempt to get you one from the Boston Bar. A. I don’t want to
pay for counsel, and I don’t believe the Boston Bar Association would furnish
free counsel to me free of charge.

Q. Are you a member of the Communist Party? A. Twelfth Article, sir.
Excuse me. Will you specify what you meafi by that? Ask it further.

Q. Are you a member of the Communist Party? A. Now?
Q. Now. A. No.
Q. Were you a member of the Communist Party in August of 1955? A. Twelfth

Article.
Q. Where were you born and where did you go to school? A. I was born in

Charlestown, part of Boston, I went to school in Sharon and I graduated from
high school.

Q. Sharon High School? A. Yes, sir.
Q. What year? A. 1925.
Q. What formal education did you have after you graduated from Sharon High

School? A. I had one semester at Boston College.

Q. Then you left at the end of the freshman semester? A. I left at the end of
the first semester.

Q. What year was that? A. 1926.
Q. Where did you go to work following that? A. I may not be able to handle

all the dates. I will give you the best I can. My first job was R. H. White Com-
pany

Q. Then did you have several jobs in a clerical position in Boston? A. At 11. H.
White’s. If you are going to ask my present employment, why don’t you ask
about my past employment?

Q. Go ahead. A. R. H. White’s. I went to New Hampshire and worked in a
hotel for one summer. I went to Florida and worked the following winter. I
worked in Wright & Ditson’s, and I worked in T. D. Whitney’s and Filene’s.

Q. AVhen did you get married? A. November 23, 1930.
Q. And eventually did you go to work for the Fore River Ship Yard? A. Yes,

sir.

Q. When was that? A. Oh, approximately May, 1941.
Q. How long did you work for the Fore River Shipyard? A. About five years.

Q. During that time were you a member of the Communist Party? A. Twelfth
Article.

Q. Did you become treasurer of the Communist Party branch in Quincy?
A. Twelfth Article.

Q. Were you a member of the Metals Branch of the Communist Party? A.
Twelfth Article.

Q. Have you sold Communist Party literature? A. Twelfth Article.
Q. Where are you now employed? A. This is what I object to stating, gentle-

men. I will state it under objection. I work at Allis-Chalmers Company in Hyde
Park.

Q. Are you a member of any union? A. Yes, sir.
Q. What union? A. lUE-CIO.
Q. And what is the local of the lUE-CIO that you are a member of? A. 279

I believe it is.



HOUSE No. 2626. [Jan.102

h

Q. Where is its headquarters? A. To be honest with you, I don’t know
Q. Do you have any office in that? A. No, sir.
Q. Have you had any office in any union? A. I have had small offices in the

union which was there previous to this one.
Q. What offices? A. I was steward at times. I was also on the bargaining

committee. I was also recording secretary for a short while.
Q. What union was that? A. That was the UI
Q. When was it you were in the UE? A. I think I went to work there in 1947

and the UE was the bargaining agent until six months ago.
Q. Did you ever attend Communist Party meetings in Quincy with Lawrence

Parrish? A. Twelfth Article.
Mr. Bresnahan. I have no further question
Mr. Cashman. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Cashman.
Q. [By Mr. Cashman.] You were employed in a place where the bargaining

agent was the UE? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are you now employed in a place where the bargaining agent is the lUE-CIO?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ever receive a. directive from any of the members of the UE that you

should go over to an organization which had as its bargaining agent the lUE-CIO?
A. No, sir.

Q. Never did? A. No, sir. Let me answer this further. It is my habit to join
whatever union is the union in the shop at the time when they asked me.

Q. Now you have answered that you are not now today a member of the Com-
munist Party. A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is that right? A. Yes, sir.
Q. And yet you will not answer any question as to whether or not you were a

member of the Communist Party on any day prior to today? A. That is correct.
Q. Do you think that that is the best course of wisdom? A. I believe it will

save me from unfair prosecution. You know as well as Ido that people have been
prosecuted for making statements before committees.

Q. Do you know of any individual who has ever been prosecuted as a result of
any statement he has made before this committee? A. 1 can’t say that I have, sir.

Q. Do you think that if you were to desire to be helpful to this Commission,
that as a result of your helpfulness you might be prosecuted? A. I don’t under-
stand the implication, so I’m going to use the Twelfth Article.

Q. Well now, you are without counsel, so I will attempt to ask no question that
will embarrass you. A. I still believe I will use that if I feel as though I should.

Q. I feel you have every right to do so. You understand, of course, that you
may not use the Twelfth Article frivolously or perjuriously? A. I have no in-
tention of using it that way.

Q. Don't you think there are some things in which you might be helpful to this
Commission with reference to that which is now under investigation? A. Twelfth
Article.

Mr. Cashman. That is all.
The Chairman. Rep. Sala?
Rep. Sala. No.
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Q. [By the Chairman.) I have one question I would like to ask. You say you
are not a Communist today? A. Yes, sir.

Q. I’m not trying to trap you, to find when you left the Communist Party or
anything like that. But I’m interested in knowing whether or not you got out of
the Communist Party just before coming to this hearing. That is what I would
like to ask, whether on the first day of September this year you were a member of
the CommunistParty? A. Twelfth Article, sir.

The Chairman. That is all
Mr. Cashman. Have you been a member of the CommunistParty since Novem-

ber 17, 1951?
The Witness. Twelfth Article
Mr. Cashman. That is all.
The Chairman. Sir, do you intend to rejoin the Communist Party tomorrow?
The Witness. I have no such intention, sir. Excuse me. I answer that honestly,

but if you mean by rejoining was I a member in the past, I will take the Twelfth
Article. Is that clear to everyone?

The Chairman. It is clear to me. Now under our rules you are entitled to
make a statement, sir.

The Witness. I have no statement except what I said before I started. This
hearing is very unfortunate and very unfair, as far as I’m concerned.

Mr. Cashman. Mr. Witness, before you leave, I think it should be stated for the
record that you were never at any time known by any member of the Commission;
that all we did was to pursue a path, arrive at a door and your name was on it.
That is the reason you are here. We did not go into a telephone book to find out
who you were, and your answers would leave the possibility of an inference that
perhaps we were correct.

The Witness. Shall I answer that now?
Mr. Cashman. Go ahead, if you want to
The Witness. I don’tknow why I’m here. That is all I can say

Mr. Cashman. Well, I will tell you this. If you had never been a member of
the Communist Party or if you had never had anything to do with the Communist
Party, you wouldn’t be here.

Mr. Bresnahan. I have just one more witness.

Betty Roland.
Address; 71A Esmond Street, Dorchester, Masi
Born: Brooklyn, New York, October 20, 1918.
Married: Sidney Roland, Greenfield, Ind., November 19, 1939.

Betty Roland attended the District Convention of the Com-
munist Party at Otisfield Hall, Roxbury, Massachusetts, on January
20, 1957.

Mrs. Roland became a member of the Communist Party about
1940, in New York. In 1952 she moved to Fall River, Massachu-
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setts, and was an active member of the Communist Party there.
She has also been a member of the American Labor Party and the
I. W. 0.

Michael Angelo Russo.
Addre.-s; 67 Homestead Street, Roxbury, Mass.
Born; September 12, 1908, at Bridgeport, Conn.
Education; Elementary and high schools at Bridgeport, Conn.; Yale Universit

School of Fine Arts, one year, 1930.
Married: Pearl Koslig, at Harrison, New York, November 27, 1936

Michael Angelo Russo has been one of the national leaders of
the Communist Party of the United States. He first joined the
party in 1934. For a time he was a resident of Portland, Oregon,
and was a member of the party while there. Up until 1951, the
service he rendered the party was mostly in his home State of
Connecticut. At that time he had risen to the rank of chairman
of the Communist Party for that State.

In 1951, Mr. Russo was transferred by the party to Massachu-
setts. He came into this Commonwealth to succeed Emanuel
Blum as district organizer. At that time, with his family, he took
up his present address. There was tendered in February, 1951, at
Latvian Hall, Kenilworth Street, Roxbury, a banquet in his honor,
as a result of assuming his local Communist Party duties. In
March, 1951, Mr. Russo was present, as district organizer, at a
reception and banquet for William Z. Foster, the head of the Com-
munist Party of the United States, at Ruggles Hall, Roxbury,
Mass.

The Massachusetts Commission Investigating Communism in
1951 summoned him as a witness. He availed himself of constitu-
tional privileges against self-incrimination on that occasion and
refused to reveal under oath his Communist association. The
statute making membership in the Communist Party, with knowl-
edge that a purpose of the party was the violent overthrow of this
government, became effective November 17, 1951. Coincident
with that event Air. Russo left his wife and family in Roxbury
and went underground. His wife and family continued their
Massachusetts residence. In the late summer of 1955, Air. Russo
reappeared at his residence. He was summoned and appeared as a
witness before this Commission, in public session, on December 7,
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1955. At that time he again invoked his constitutional privileges
against self-incrimination under the Fifth Amendment to the
Federal Constitution and the Twelfth Article of the Massachusetts
Constitution and refused to answer to Communist Party activities
or his personal whereabouts since 1951.

Since his return to this Commonwealth, Mr. Russo has been
active with his old Communist associates. He has been especially
busy with Sidney Lipshires, who went underground and reappeared
in Roxbury during the same period of time.

He was a delegate to the National Convention of the Communist
Party in New York in February, 1957.

His complete testimony before this Commission is herewith
reported.

Mr. Bresna uan. I call Mr. Michael Russi
The Chairman. Mr. Russo, come forward. Mr. Russo, I guess you understand

by now this business of photographs. Have you any objection to a photograph
being taken?

The Witness. I don't have any objection, but I sometimes wonder about their
ultimate disposition, since they appear so infrequently in the local press. However,
be that as it may

Michael Russo, sworn

The Witness. Mr. Chairman, I have a couple of procedural questions I would
like to ask.

Mr. Brbsnahan. May he first be identified for the record?
The Chairman. Identify yourself for the record first.
Q. [By Mr. Bresnaha n.] What is your name? A. My name is Michael Angelo

Russo.
Q. And where do you live? A. I live at 566 Blue Hill Avenue, Dorchester.
Q. And have you counsel here today? A. No, I don’t have counsel.
Q. That is at your own election? A. That is true.
Q. I am going to ask you to tell us, Mr. Russo, where you were born and what

your education consisted of. A. I was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, Septem-
ber 12, 1908. My education consisted of the following: I attended the elementary
schools of Bridgeport, Connecticut. Iw:
I went to the School of Fine Arts at Yah

s a graduate of Bridgeport High School.
University for one year.

Q. And when did you leave the Scl
A. Approximately 1930.

ml of Fine Arts at Yale? What vear?

The Chairman. Mr. Counsel, I think he has identified himself now. And if he
has some motions or something to submit to the Commission, you may do so, Mr.
Russo.

The Witness. I would like to know, Mr. Chairman, in what respect this hearing
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is distinguished from the one I previously attended which presumably was an
executive one. Secondly, I would like to know or have available, made available
to me, a list of the membership of this Commission, who they are and whom they
represent.

Mr. Bresnahan. Could I answer him?
The Chairman. Our counsel will be pleased to give you answers to those ques-

tions.
Q. This hearing is an extension of the former hearings of this Commission.

The Commission is mandated to hold so many public hearings. This is one that
they have elected to hold.

Your second question is as to the membership. That is a matter of record and
can be obtained at the Secretary of State’s office. There are present Rep. Randall,
Sen. Bowker and Rep. Sala sitting now. A. How large is the Commission?

Q. That you can find out. You are here in response to the summons. A. I see,
Q. And that you can learn as easily as any other citizen of the Commonwealth.

A. In other words, we dispense with even the most elementary prerequisites of
decent human relationships?

Q. Let's go into the human relationships. A. 1 merely asked you how many
members were on this Committee, that's all. Now I have got to wait until I get
a piece of literature.

Rep. Randall. You know there are seven.
The Witness. I don’t know. I wouldn’t have asked if I knew. I attended an

executive commission last week and there were seven people sitting out in the
audience.

Rep. Randall. But there were six or seven people sitting before yov
The Witness. I merely asked a very simple question what is the size of thii

Commission. That’s all. lam not in the habit of asking questions about things
I am already familiar with.

Mr. Brbsnahan. May I proceed then
The Chairman. You may proceed, Mr. Counsel
Q. Following your course in Fine Arts at Yale in 1930, what occupation did you

pursue? A. I was one of the about sixty million people out of work.
Q. Did you ever follow the work of an artist? A. I made this information

available to this Commission.
Mr. Bresnahan. lam going to ask that he answer these questions. A, You

ask the questions and I will answer the questions.
Mr. Bresnahan. lam going to ask that he be ordered to answer them respon

sively.

The Chairman. Will you answer that question, if you ever followed the work of
an artist?

The Witness. Yes, I followed the work of an artist. I tried for the Prix de
Rome back in 1932 and won first honorable mention for a national fellowship.

Q. Where was that? A. That was in Grand Central Palace in New York City
Q. Did you ever follow the profession of an artist anywhere in the United

States? A. I refuse to account to you for my movements, my whereabouts, my
associations and things having to do with my personal life that have no relevance
so far as this Commission is concerned.
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The Chairman. What do you base that on? Any constitutional guarantee?
The Witness. Yes, I base it on the constitutional guarantees imbedded in the

Twelfth Article of the Declaration of Rights and the Fifth Amendment of the
Federal Constitution, which, very obviously, this Commission holds in striking
contempt.

Mr. Brbsnahan. May the witness be ordered to answer responsively to the
questions, and only responsively to the questions?

The Chairman. You can answer a question Yes; you can answer it No; or you
can refuse to answer and invoke a guarantee either from the Massachusetts Bill of
Rights or the Federal Constitution.

A. I refuse to co-operate with these star chamber proceedings. I’m sorry
The Chairman. We understand your attitude quite thoroughly, you can be

sure of that.
Rep. Randall. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Rep. Randall
Rep. Randall. It seems to me, sir, we can get along much better here if you

answer the questions that we ask. We will give you latitude in your answers, but
we expect to be treated courteously. We expect to treat you courteously.

The Witness. The fact that lam summoned here is the most discourteous sort
of treatment. You don’t have any right to bring me here and put before me the
questions that you are. Why don’t you get to the heart of the matter? Yon know
what my attitude is.

Mr. Brbsnahan. lam going to ask that he be ordered not to volunteer informa-
tion other than in answer to the questions or I am going to ask this Commission
if he acts contemptuously before it, that they certify him for contempt.

The Witness. lam going to answer the questions to the best of my ability. I
am defending what I consider to be very sacred, Mr. Attorney, and I am not going
to engage in any legal bouts with you.

Mr. Brbsnahan. lam going to suggest that his side remarks of making speeches
are contemptuous of this Commission, and I ask that that be noted in the record.

Q. Now, I am going to ask you
The Chairman. It is so noted
Q. At any time since you have been a student has there been an instant that

you have not been a member of the Communist Party? A. If you want to discuss
my political views, you adjourn this session and discuss them.

The Chairman. Sir, will you answer that Yes or No? A. That question is in
violation of the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States, and he
has no right to ask it and I refuse to answer it on the grounds that I have already
stated, which is Article Twelve and the Fifth Amendment of the Constitution.

The Chairman. We want no contemptuous
The Witness. If he can get sanguine with these things, I can
The Chairman. Will you go ahead and ask questions, Mr. Attorney?
Q. Were you the Secretary of the Communist Party in Bridgeport, Connecticut,

before you came to Massachusetts? A. Why don’t you cut out wasting time?
Mr. Brbsnahan. lam going to ask that he be ordered to answer. A. I decline

to answer that question on the grounds I have already stated.
The Chairman. All right, next question
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Q. When did you come to Boston for the first time as a resident? A. I came to
Boston in March, 1951, I believe, or thereabouts.

Q. Where did you take up your residence in March of 1951 when you came to
Boston? A. I took up my residence at 566 Blue Hill Avenue, and that has been
my legal residence since March of 1951.

Q. Were you in residence personally at any time in 1952 at your legal residence?
A. I decline to answer that question, because, in the first place, it is none of your
business. In the second place, I base myself on the Constitution

Mr. Bresnahan. lam going to ask that he be cited for contempt for that answer.
The Chairman. It will be noted in the record that he will be cited in contempt

for that answer.
Q. Were you ever in residence personally in your residence on Blue Hill Avenue

in the year 1953? A. I have already answered that question.
Q. In the year 1953 you have not. A. I decline to answer it.
Q. On what grounds? A. On the grounds I have already stated
The Chairman. Will both counsel and the witness moderate their tone, and

you give the questions and you will give the answers.
The Witness. Let him moderate his tone and I will moderate my tone.
Rep. Randall. Mr. Chairman, I am not the most patient soul in the world.

I tried a second ago to try to ask you to be courteous, and I said we would be courte-
ous. Now, you are not acting in a courteous manner here. And I, for one, am not
going to sit here and listen to you go on. Now, if you want to behave before this
Committee and answer our questions as you know you should answer them, I will
sit here and listen to you. Otherwise I certainly am going to vote to turn the
matter over to the courts and ask the courts to hold you in contempt.

The Witness. May I make one statement?
The Chairman. You may answer the Commission member.
The Witness. I would like to answer that. If by “behavior” jmu mean I must

conform to a certain distorted line of inquiry that counsel for this Commission is
putting forth, then I am afraid, sir, that I cannot behave as you wish.

Rep. Randall. I mean, sir, that you are to answer the questions in a relevant,
courteous manner.

The Witness. Well, I will do that provided that they be propounded to me in
that manner.

Q. Were you in 1954 ever in residence at 566 Blue Hill Avenue in Roxbury?
A. I decline to answer that question on the grounds I have already stated.

Q. When was the first time in 1955 that you ever were in residence at 666 Blue
Hill Avenue? A. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that I have
already stated.

Q. Were you underground, as the term is used of prominent Communist leaden
who seek to evade identification, from the year 1951 A. Is that a question?

Q. That is a question. until the fall of 1965? A. That is what you call one
if those loaded questions. That is no question, Mr. Counsel.

Rep. Randall. Will you rend the question?
[The question is read.]

Rep. Randall. I think you have got two questions there
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Mr. Bresnahan. No, I don't. Was he underground from 1951 to 1955, as that
term is understood by Communist members.

The Chairman. Can yon give an answer to that? A, I could tell you a great
deal of the underground, but I don’t think it is the type of underground that either
you —■

Rep. Randall. lam not interested. A. I decline to answer that question on
constitutional grounds.

Q. In 1951 did you succeed Emanuel Blum as District Organizer of the Com-
munist Party in New England? A. I decline to answer that question on the
grounds already cited.

Q. As the head of the Communist Party in Massachusetts in 1951, did you pre-
side at a banquet to William Z. Foster, the head of the Communist Party of the
United States, in Ruggles Hall, Roxbury? A. Same answer.

Rep. Sala. You mean you refuse to answer on constitutional grounds?
The Witness. Absolutely. I think I would like to make it clear that any ques-

tion that has anything to do with my political beliefs or associations, I will cate-
gorically not answer.

Q. Are you today a paid employee of the Communist Party? A. I already
made my position clear on that question.

The Chairman. Will you answer it, sir? A. On the grounds that I have already
stated, I refuse to answer that question.

Q. When you came to Massachusetts in 1951 were you in the employ of the
Communist Party? A. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that I
have already stated.

Q. Are you today in the employ of the Communist Party? A. Same answer.
I refuse to answer on the grounds that I have already stated.

Mr. I have no further questions
The Chairman. Are you now a member of the Communist Party?
The Witness. You don’t have the right to ask me that question. I refuse to

answer it anyhow on the grounds I have already stated.
The Chairman. Are you aware of the fact that to be a member of the Communist

Party is illegal since 1951?
The Witness. Is that so?
The Chairman. That is so. So, we have every right to ask the question.
The Witness. Well, the validity of that thing is yet to be determined by higher

bodies than this Council.
The Chairman. As of now it is valid until determined by any higher authority

So we have the right to ask that question. Do you still refuse?
The Witness. I refuse on the grounds I have already stated
The Chairman. Any further questions on the part of members of the Com-

mission? You may make a voluntary statement as other witnesses have bearing
on the questions and answers given.

The Witness. I do, sir, and thank you very much for the opportunity. I have
a brief statement I would like to make.

[Reading.] For more than twenty years therecord of my activity in New England
has been an open book. I have never hesitated openly to proclaim my views.
Indeed, I am proud of them. Whatever I have done has been motivated by one
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aim —to help the people in their struggle for a better and fuller life. Never have
I acted against the best interests of my country, and I do not hesitate to match my
patriotism with that of any member of this Commission.

If I refuse to speak about my beliefs and activities before this body it is only
because I view these entire proceedings as a gross violation of the Bill of Rights and
an unwarranted invasion of my constitutional liberties.

It’s about time that this Commission, spawned in the era of McCarthyism, wa
brought to an end.

This committee has not been able to produce a single shred of evidence of so-
called subversion against any of the scores of decent citizens whom it has hounded
over the past several years.

On the contrary, in the view of many, the Commission itself is perhaps the most
subversive institution in the State. The record will prove that this Commission
has demonstrated only contempt for the Bill of Rights and democratic procedures.
The record will show that this Commission has sided with employers to smash
labor unions; it has created a blacklist and caused men and women to be fired from
their jobs. The record will show that this Commission has acted as judge and jury
and condemned people without regard for due process.

From whom has this Commissionreceived aid? From the most despised elements
in our society. From such stalwart and irreproachable champions of democracy as
the late and unlamented swindler and army deserter Teto. Last but not least, it
has undoubtedly received the expert advice of that imposter Philbrick whose
capacity to pile lie upon lie is exceeded only by his desire to make a fast buck.

What needs to be investigated are not the many honest men and women who
have been hauled before this committee because they want a world in peace, defend
the Bill of Rights and oppose the murderous racist lynching of the Negro people;
but this committee itself.

It would be a good thing for the citizens of the Commonwealth who cherish our
democratic institutions to invite the Senate sub-committee on Constitutional
Rights, headed by Senator Hennings from Missouri, to review the actions of this
Commission to determine the extent to which this Commission has violated the
Bill of Rights. Such an investigation would go a long way to restore those liberties
in our State.

The Chairman. Is that the end of your statement?
The Witness. Yei
The Chairman. Any questions relative to the statement? Have you any further

questions, Mr. Counsel?
Mr. Bresnahan. I move he be excused. If he wishes to accept the witness fee

for this appearance, he may sign the voucher.
The Witness. Yes. And due to a slight misunderstanding last week, is it

possible to get that?
The Chairman. Do you wish to sign for that appearance

Witness signs voucher.

The Chairman. The Commission will recess until two o’clock

[Noon recess.]
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Pearl Russo.
Address: 67 Homestead Street, Roxbury, Mass,
Maiden Name: Pearl Koslig.
Married: Michael Angelo Russo at Harrison, N. Y., November 27, 1936

Pearl Russo has been a member of the Communist Party since
1935. Her husband has been identified with the Communist Party.
He was underground for a number of years and Mrs. Russo main-
tained the family residence in Roxbury.

She has been a member of the League Against War and Fascism,
Minute Women for Peace, Civil Rights Congress and Freedom of
the Press Committee. She was a delegate to the District Conven-
tions of the Communist Party, held in Roxbury, Massachusetts, in
January and March, 1957.

Daniel Boone Schirmer.
Address: 35 Fayston Street, Roxbury, Mass.
Born: February 22, 1915, at Greenwich, Conn
Education: Harvard University, Bachelor of Arts Degree, 1937.
Married: Margaret Fellows at Greenwich, Conn., March 15, 1941
Service: United States Army November 10, 1944, to July 2, 1941

Etheldreda Margaret Schirmer.
Address: 35 Fayston Street, Roxbury, Mass.
Born: September 15, 1914, at Pulham, England
Education: London School of Economics, B.S. Degree in 1937; Radcliffe College,

Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1938; Commonwealth College, Mena, Ark., 1939
Married: Daniel Boone Schirmer at Greenwich, Conn., March 15, 1941.

Daniel Boone Schirmer has been prominently identified with the
Communist Party since his student days. At the trial of Com-
munist Party leaders in the Federal Court at New York in July of
1949, Mr. Schirmer testified as a witness that he joined the Com-
munist Party in 1936. He was a member of the John Reed Club
of Harvard. Following his graduation from Harvard, he worked as
New England Secretary of the American Student Union. He then
became an active organizer and full-time employee of the Commu-
nist Party. He served as an organizer in Vermont and western
Massachusetts. He is a descendant of George Boone, brother of
Daniel Boone.
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During World War II he was a member of the United States
Army and served in the Mediterranean Theatre overseas.

Following the war, he worked out of the Communist Party head-
quarters at 80 Boylston Street, Boston. He became legislative
agent for the Party and became well known at the Massachusetts
State House. He suddenly left his wife and family in Roxbury,
and for a number of years worked in the underground apparatus
of the Party. He attended District Conventions of the Communist
Party at Roxbury in January and March, 1957, and was a delegate
to the National Convention of the Communist Party of the United
States at New York City in February, 1957.

“Peggy” Schirmer entered the United States from England in
1938. She was admitted to Radcliffe College on September 12,
1938, and that year studied Sociology' there. She also attended
Commonwealth College at Mena, Ark., for a short period in 1939.
She became an active member of the Communist Party and was a
delegate to the District Conventions of the Communist Party at
Roxbury in January and March, 1957.

Joseph Sherman.
Address: 38 Walnut Park, Roxbury.
Born: Warsaw, Poland, January 1, 1906.
Married: Sarah Koski at Boston, April 17, 1954
Occupation: Laundry business.

This Commission has received creditable evidence that Joseph
Sherman has been a member of the Communist Party. He is a
native of Warsaw, Poland, and migrated to this country. He
entered the United States in 1920 at Ellis Island, and originally
lived in New York, and it was while he was in New York that he
first joined the Communist Party. He first took up residence in
this Commonwealth in 1948, and he continued his Party member-
ship here. His wife is the sister of Mrs. Michael Russo. He was
active in soliciting funds for the defence of prominent Communist
Party leaders, was a member of the International Workers Order,
attended, by invitation, the reception to Daniel Boone Schirmer
at the Community Church headquarters on December 17, 1955,
and has been observed by our investigators at meetings of organiza-
tions which have been officially cited as subversive. He never
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appeared at a public hearing before this Commission, but at an
executive hearing availed himself of his constitutional privileges
and refused to answer as to his membership in the Communist
Party.

Fannie Wasserman
Address: 36 Hansborough Street, Dorchester, Alas:
Born: July 30, 1891, in Russia.
Married: Jacob Wasserman in Boston, January 25, 1910.

This Commission has received creditable evidence that Fannie
Wasserman has been a member of the Communist Party. She has
been active in securing subscriptions for the sale of the “Daily
Worker” and the “Morning Freiheit. ”

Her active associates in Communist Party activities have been
Anne Garfield, Frank Collier, Daniel Boone Schirmer, Rachel
Buckman.

She has been an active worker for the New England Committee
for the Protection of the Foreign Born and the International
Workers Order.

She has never been a witness hi a public session before this
Commission.

Address; 8 Irwin Street, Roxbury, Maas.
Born: January 1, 1927, at Buffalo, N. Y.
Education; Harvard University, Bachelor of Arts Degree, magna cum laude, June,

1948.
Married: Ann Levine at Brookline, Mass., October 6, 1949.
Service: United States Navy, December 1944, to August 12, 1946,

Address: 8 Irwin Street, Roxbury, Mass.
Born: December 7, 1929 at Boston, Mass.
Maiden Name; Levine.
Married: Geoffrey Warner White at Brookline, Mass., October 6, 1949.

Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey White were active members of the Com-
munist Party in Massachusetts. During the years 1948 and 1949
Mr. AVhite was a full-time employee of the Communist Party in
District One. He taught Communist Party classes hi Marxism

Geoffrey Warner White.

Ann Levine White
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and was active in the recruiting of members to the Party here. He
was indicted by a federal grand jury in Boston for alleged violation
of the Smith Act, and the indictment was recently dismissed. He
was a delegate to the District Conventions of the Communist
Party at Otisfield Hall, Roxbury, in January and March, 1957,
and resigned from the Party in March, 1957.

Mrs. White was at one time employed at the Progressive Book-
shop, Beech Street, Boston, when that bookstore was the official
bookshop for the Communist Party. She has also served actively
as a member of the Joint Anti-Facist Refugee Committee, Civil
Rights Congress, Massachusetts Council American-Soviet Friend-
ship, Progressive Party, and the Labor Youth League. She also
attended the District Conventions of the Communist Party at
Roxbury in January and March, 1957, and resigned from the
Party with her husband in March, 1957.
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The Commission suggests its continuance for another year and
propose the attached resolve;

Resolve reviving and continuing the special commission established
TO STUDY AND INVESTIGATE COMMUNISM AND SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES AND RE-
LATED MATTERS IN THE COMMONWEALTH.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established by chapter eighty-nine
of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-three and most recently revived and
continued by chapter two of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-seven is
hereby further revived and continued for the purpose of continuing its investigation
and study of the extent, character and objects of communism and subversive ac-
tivities and related matters within the commonwealth; the diffusion within the
commonwealth of subversive and un-American propaganda that is instigated from
foreign countries, or of a domestic origin, and attacks the principle of the form of
government as guaranteed by our constitution and all other questions in relation
thereto that would aid the general court in enacting any necessary remedial legis-
lation.

Said commission in making its investigation shall consider all the aspects of such
activities, including, but not limiting its investigation thereto, educational, govern-
mental, industrial and political activities. Said commission shall be provided with
quarters in the state house or elsewhere, shall hold public hearings, may travel
within and without the commonwealth, may sit during the session and recess of the
general court, may require by summons the attendance of such witnesses and the
production of such books, papers and documents, and take such testimony as it
deems necessary.

Upon a majority vote of the commission, summonses shall be issued under the
signature of the chairman or vice chairman, and shall be served by an officer of the
general court or by any person designated by the commission. The chairman or
any member of the commission may administer oaths to witnesses. Every person
who behaves in a disorderly or contemptuous manner before such commission shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanorpunishable as provided in section twenty-eight A
of chapter three of the General Laws.

The subject of any investigation in connection with which witnesses are sum-
moned shall be clearly stated before the commencement of any hearings and the
evidence sought to be elicited shall be relevant and germane to the subject as so
stated.

Any witness summoned at a public hearing and any witness before a private
hearing shall have the right to be accompanied by counsel, wiio shall be permitted
to advise the witness wiiile on the witness stand of his rights.

PROPOSED RESOLVE FOR CONTINUANCE.

HAPTER
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Every witness shall have the opportunity at the conclusion of the examination
by the commission to supplement the testimony which he has given by making a
written or oral statement, which shall be made part of the record, but such state-
ment shall be confined to matters with regard to which he has previously been
examined.

Any person whose name is mentioned or who is specifically identified and who
believes that testimony or other evidence given in a public hearing before the com-
mission or any subcommittee thereof or comment made by any member of the
commission or its counsel tends to defame him or otherwise adversely affects his
reputation, shall be afforded the following privileges: —-

(a) He may file with the commission a sworn statement concerning such testi-
mony, evidence or comment, which shall be made part of the record of such hearing.

(6) He may appear personally before the commission and testify in his own
behalf.

Said commission, during its investigation, shall have the assistance of the attorney
general, the department of education and such other departments, boards, com-
missions and officers of the state government as may be requested by said com-
mission to assist and co-operate.

Said commission shall report its findings to the general court at such time or times
as it may deem advisable, but in any event shall file a final report not later than the
first day of February, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine. Such report shall include
the name and all other identifying data available to the commission, of any indi-
vidual, concerning whom, the commission, during the course of the investigation,
has received creditable evidence that such individual was or is a member of the
communist party, a communist or a subversive. Said commission may expend for
expenses and legal, clerical and other assistance, the balance available in item
0298 00 of section two of chapter one hundred and ninety-seven of the acts of
nineteen hundred and fifty-four, the balance available in item 0298-00 of section
two of chapter seven hundred and eighty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
fifty-five, the balance available in item 0298-00 of section two of chapter seven
hundred and forty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-six, and such sums
as may be appropriated therefor.


