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SPECIAL REPORT OF A STUDY BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE ADVISA-
BILITY AND EXPEDIENCY OF PROVIDING FOR
THE IMPROVEMENT OF PORT FACILITIES AT
FAIRHAVEN HARBOR.

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua St., Boston 14, November 27, 1957

To Uie Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of Massachusetts in General
Court Assembled.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 41, Resolves of 1957,
the Department of Public Works submits its report relative to the
improvement of Fairhaven Harbor.

Chapter 41 of the Resolves of 1957 provides as follows
Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized and directed

to continue to make an investigation and studjr relative to the advisability and
expediency of providing for the improvement of the port facilities at Fairhaven
harbor. Said department shall report to the general court the results of its investi-
gation and study and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with (he
clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday of December
in the current year.

No appropriation was made for this investigation.
The subject matter of this resolve has been under consideration

for a number of years and certain reports have been made by special
commissions established by chapter 59 of the Resolves of 1946,
chapter 40 of the Resolves of 1949, and by the Department by

47 of the Resolves of 1952, chapter 71 of Ihe Resolves of
*1953, chapter 40 of the Resolves of 1954, chapter 45 of the Resolves

of 1955 and chapter 75 of the Resolves of 1956.
Suggestions as to the nature of proposed improvements to the

harbor were outlined in Senate, No. 560 of 1947, to include certain
dredging, filling bulkhead construction and related work, to provide
a better channel and anchorage area and improvement of berthing
space, which were outlined in a previous study by the Department.

In the interim, however, the need for these improvements has
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become questionable, and the cost of the proposed work appears
at this time to be greatly out of line with the value of any benefits
which might accrue. The results of a study of this harbor by the
United States Army Corps of Engineers are as yet unpublished, but
it is understood that the recommendations do not favor additional
development of this harbor for commercial purposes.

Commerce in Fairhaven Harbor has been on a practically con-
tinual decline since the end of the first World War. With the excep-
tion of the fishing industry, which has recently been stimulated bj'f
the processing of trash fish for animal feed, commercial vessels make
little use of facilities along the east side of the Acushnet River
between Fort Phoenix and the Route 6 highway bridge. The five or
six existing wharves are serviced by channels which provide adequate
water for boats drawing up to 10 feet at mean low water.

On the other hand, small craft pleasure boating has greatly in-
creased in this harbor during the past ten years. The town of
Fairhaven, recognizing this fact, has recently made improvements
to the Bridge Street wharf and has constructed a small boat launch-
ing ramp at the north side of the wharf. The increased use of this
facility will, no doubt, require the dredging of a channel and basin
in this area. This, and any other proposed dredging projects could
be undertaken within provisions of existing statutes, subject to the
following conditions:

1. The town of Fairhaven petitions for the work, and a public
hearing is held thereon.

2. Local interests contribute 25 per cent of the cost of the project.
3. Municipality executes an indemnity agreement, releasing the

Department from possible damage claims which may result from
the project.

No new legislation will be required, nor is any recommended
Respectfully submitted,
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Director , Division of Waterways .

Approval recommended.


