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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, May 28, 1958

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The New Bedford, Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nan-
tucket Steamship Authority was established by St. 1948, c. 544 to
provide adequate transportation of persons and necessaries of life
between the islands and the mainland. St. 1948, c. 544 was amended
by St. 1956, c. 747 which changed the assessments upon the cities
and the towns served by the Authority in the event of a deficit in
the cost of service of said Authority. The amendment provided
further that the Authority was to provide daily service to and from
the islands, and in addition was to construct and maintain adequate
ferry slips or transfer bridges at New Bedford and other ports.

The Authority has operated at a deficit almost continuously
since its creation. The deficit for operating the service in 1956 was
$111,918.33. The net operating loss of the Authority in 1957 was
$614,996.03, representing an increase of $503,077.70.

I am cognizant that the requirement of contributing a propor-
tionate share of a deficit which is five times the highest loss previ-
ously incurred will work an extreme hardship on the cities and towns
against which this deficit is assessed according to law, and it is my
opinion that they should be afforded relief.

I am advised, after investigation of the circumstances under
which the net operating loss of 1957 was created, that it is likely
that subsequent annual losses excluding unforeseeable events will be
considerably less than that incurred in 1957.

It has also been a matter of concern to the Commonwealth that
the Authority has not maintained the service for or undertaken
the construction of a ferry slip or transfer bridge at New Bedford
as prescribed by St. 1956, c. 747. In fact this matter has been
heard by our Courts, and the Supreme Judicial Court in January
of this year upheld the contention of New Bedford that the Au-
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thority was required to provide the service and construction ordered
by the General Court in 1956. I am making no recommendation
on this subject as I have reasonable assurance that a majority of
the Authority as constituted in the near future will take immediate
steps to comply with the mandate of the Legislature in St. 1956,
c. 747.

In consideration, however, of the extraordinary and unusual
financial burden which is placed upon the cities and towns on ac-
count of the size of the 1957 deficit, and in further consideration off* 1
assurances given to me that such a deficit will not reoccur, I am
recommending necessary relief and I have attached herewith an
Act the purpose of which is to prorate so much of the amount to be
assessed against the city of New Bedford, the towns of Falmouth
and Nantucket, and the county of Dukes county, as exceeds the
deficit incurred in 1956, over a period of thirty years.

If the General Court in its wisdom should decide that this period
is too long or too brief a period, then I have no objection if the
period of thirty years is changed to such a period as the General
Court feels will carry out the purpose of this recommendation more
satisfactorily.

FOSTER FURCOLO,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act providing that the amount paid by the commonwealth
FOR THE DEFICIT OF THE NEW BEDFORD, WOODS HOLE, MARTHA’S
VINEYARD AND NANTUCKET STEAMSHIP AUTHORITY SHALL BE

PRORATED AND ASSESSED AGAINST THE CITY, TOWNS AND COUNTY
COMPRISING SAID AUTHORITY.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide relief for the city of New
3 Bedford, the towns of Falmouth and Nantucket and the county
4 of Dukes county from payment of the deficit of the New Bed-
-5 ford, Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steam-
-6 ship Authority paid by the commonwealth for the year nineteen
7 hundred and fifty-seven, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
8 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
9 public safety and convenience.

1 Notwithstanding the provisions of section nine of chapter five
2 hundred and forty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 forty-eight, as amended by section two of chapter seven hun-
-4 dred and forty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-
-5 six, the amount the commonwealth was called upon to pay over
6 to the New Bedford, Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nan-
-7 tucket Steamship Authority on account of the deficit of said
8 Authority for the year nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, shall
9 be prorated and assessed to the city of New Bedford and the

10 towns of Falmouth and Nantucket and the county of Dukes
11 county over a period of twenty years, beginning in
12 the year nineteen hundred and fifty-nine; provided, that one
13 hundred and eleven thousand dollars of said amount shall be
14 assessed on said city, towns and county and paid during the
15 current year.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as follows:
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