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House of Representatives, September 29, 1958.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the
message from His Excellency the Governor submitting his recom-
mendations for a capital outlay program for the Commonwealth
(House, No. 3221), report (in part) the accompanying bill (House,
No. 3269).

For the committee

THOMAS E. KITCHEN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act relative to the bridgewater state hospital.

1 Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 22A, as amended by section 7 of chapter 194 of
3 the acts of 1941, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 22A. The department shall, subject to all provisions
6 of law now or hereafter in effect, have the same supervision over
7 the commitment of insane persons to the Bridgewater state hos-
-8 pital as it has over the commitment of insane persons to other
9 state hospitals under the provisions of this chapter; it shall have

10 the same authority to discharge or transfer inmates of said
11 Bridgewater state hospital who are not under sentence, or whose
12 sentences have expired, as it has to discharge or transfer in-
-13 mates of other state hospitals. It shall have authority to dis-
-14 charge inmates who are under sentence of the court, except those
15 sentenced to life, at the expiration of sentence, to discharge
16 inmates under indeterminate sentence at the expiration of the
17 maximum period fixed by law, and to transfer to other state
18 hospitals at any time inmates under indeterminate sentence or
19 who are sentenced to life or any term of years, and may at any
20 time return such inmate to the Bridgewater state hospital. In
21 construing this section a maximum and minimum sentence shall
22 be held to have expired at the end of the minimum term, and
23 an indeterminate sentence, at the end of the maximum period
24 fixed by law. But the said Bridgewater state hospital shall
25 remain under the jurisdiction of the department of correction
26 and the control of the superintendent of the state farm. Nothing
27 herein contained shall be construed as conferring on the depart-
-28 ment of mental health any authority to change or vary, except
29 as herein provided, the decree or order of a court having com-
-30 petent jurisdiction.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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