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To accompany the petition of Silvio 0. Conte for legislation to increase the

exemptions, for income tax purposes, allowed for certain mentally retarded chil-
dren. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act increasing the exemptions, for income tax purposes,
ALLOWED FOR CERTAIN MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Subsection (h) of section 6of chapter 62 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter
3 657 of the acts of 1954, is hereby further amended by inserting
4 after the word “disability”, in line 11, the words: and an
5 additional sum of four hundred dollars for each such child under
6 the age of eighteen who is mentally retarded to the degree he is
7 unable to attend normal public schools, —so as to read as
8 follows:
9 (h) The sum of five hundred dollars for a husband or wife

10 with whom the taxpayer was living during the preceding calendar
11 year and whose income from all sources did not exceed two
12 thousand dollars during said preceding calendar year and, if
13 entirely dependent upon the taxpayer for support, the sum of
14 four hundred dollars for each parent, for each child, stepchild
15 or foster child under the age of eighteen who was living with the
16 taxpayer during the preceding calendar year, and for each child,
17 stepchild or foster child eighteen years of age or over incapable
18 of self-support because of physical or mental disability and
19 an additional sum of four hundred dollars for each such child
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20 under the age of eighteen who is mentally retarded to the degree
21 he is unable to attend normal public schools. The aforesaid
22 deduction for each child, stepchild or foster child shall not be
23 allowed to both husband and wife, but may be allowed to either
24 as they shall mutually agree, or shall be prorated between them
25 in proportion to the net income of each in excess of two thousand
26 dollars.
27 For the purpose of this subsection a parent, child, stepchild
28 or foster child shall be considered to be entirely dependent upon
29 the taxpayer for support if the taxpayer furnishes the majority
30 of the support of such dependent.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on January first,
2 nineteen hundred and fifty-nine, and shall apply to income tax
3 returns reporting income of the calendar year nineteen hundred
4 and fifty-eight, and thereafter.


