
SENATE No. 246
To accompany the petition of Thomas F. Coppinger and John F. Parker that

Congress be memorialized to repeal the federal excise taxes on transportation of
persons and property. Constitutional Law.

# In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight,

Resolution urging the repeal of federal excise taxes on
TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY.

Whereas, The federal transportation tax on the movement of
passengers and freight was adopted as a wartime tax to discourage
movement of civilian passengers and freight in nineteen hundred
and forty-two; and

Whereas, Hostilities have ceased, this tax, rather than being of
a benefit to Massachusetts welfare, is now working as a detriment
to Massachusetts economy; and

Whereas, The transportation tax is not applicable to private
carrier operations, it is working a hardship on for-hire carriers
which are essential to the national defense and welfare; and

Whereas, The transportation tax, because of its nature or ap-
plication tends to become discriminatory as to communities and
individuals; and

Whereas, The transportation tax, because of its nature or ap-
plication tends to restrict trade areas, thereby interfering with
the free flow of commerce; now therefore be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts senate and house of repre-
sentatives be placed on record in favor of the repeal of the three
per cent federal transportation tax on all commodities shipped by
for-hire carriers, and the repeal of the ten per cent transportation

<#taxon all passenger fares; and be it further
Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded by the

secretary of state to the representatives of the state of Massachu-
setts in the senate and house of representatives of the United States
with the recommendation that serious consideration be given to
supporting the repeal of excise taxes as applicable to the movement
of people and goods via for-hire carriers.
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