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To accompany the petition of Otto F. Burkhardt for legislation relative to in-
struction of certain physically handicapped children between the ages of three
and six years. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight

An Act relative to instruction of certain physically handi-
capped CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF THREE AND SIX YEARS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after section 46G the following section: Section 46H . In
3 any city or town, or in any regional school district wherein it is
4 determined, after consultation with the commissioners of public
5 health and public welfare, that there are five or more physically
6 handicapped children between the ages of three and six years
7 resident, but not so physically handicapped as to make attend-
-8 ance at a public school infeasible, the school committee of such
9 city or town and out of funds appropriated for general school

10 purposes, and any regional school district, may employ a teacher
11 or teachers, on full or part time, to conduct a special class or
12 classes for such physically handicapped children. Any city,
13 town or regional school district having less than five physically
14 handicapped children, as described in this section may, with the
15 approval of the department, join with another such city, town
16 or regional school district or with such other cities, towns or
17 regional school districts to provide the necessary special classes,
18 as described in this section.
19 If a child physically handicapped as described in this section,
20 attends such class within or without the city or town of residence
21 of his parent or guardian, the school committee of the town
22 where the child resides may provide transportation once each
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23 day to and from such class while the child is in attendance.
24 The city or town providing transportation under this section
25 shall be eligible for reimbursement for one half the cost of trans-
-26 portation upon determination by the department of amounts
27 due in accordance with attested claims by the school committee
28 on forms provided by the department.
29 Any city, town and regional school district employing one or
30 more teachers in accordance with this section shall annually
31 receive for salary through the department of education upon
32 attested claim made therefor by the school committee on a form
33 provided by said department reimbursement from the common-
-34 wealth for one half the salary of the said teacher or teachers,
35 but not more than twenty-five hundred dollars.


