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To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Bay Yacht Clubs Association,
by John R. Murphy, for legislation to require the registration of motorboats and to
regulate the equipment and operation thereof. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act requiring the registration of motorboats and regu-
lating EQUIPMENT AND OPERATION THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after chapter 102 the following new chapter:

3

Motorboats.i

5 Section 1. The following words and phrases as used in this
6 chapter shall, unless a different meaning is clearly apparent
7 from the language or context, have the following meanings:
8 “Commissioner”, the commissioner of natural resources.
9 “Vessel”, a privately owned boat.

10 “Boat”, canoes, skiffs, dinghies, rowboats, auxiliaries, or any
11 vessel propelled by machinery.
12 “Mechanically propelled”, by power-driven propulsion ma-
-13 chinery.

14 “Motorboat”, where used shall include every vessel pro-
-15 pelled by machinery.
16 “Territorial waters”, waters within the territorial limits of
17 the commonwealth.
18 “Underway”, a boat is underway when she is not at
19 anchor or made fast to the shore, raft, pier, wharf or aground.
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20 Section 2. No boat shall be operated in the territorial waters
21 of the commonwealth unless registered in accordance with the
22 provisions of this chapter. Said registration shall be for a
23 period of three years. Any boat owned by the commonwealth
24 or any political subdivision thereof shall not be subject to the
25 provisions of this chapter.
26 Section 3. Application for the registration of boats shall be
27 made by the owner thereof. The application shall contain, in
28 addition to such other particulars as may be required by the
29 commissioner, a statement of the name, place of residence and
30 address of the applicant, with a brief description of the boat,
31 including the name of the maker, the type, the number, if
32 any, affixed by the maker, and such other numbers as the
33 commissioner may require as will properly identify the boat.
34 The registration fee as required by this chapter shall accompany
35 such aDnlication.such application.
36 The commissioner or his duly authorized agents shall register
37 in a book or upon suitable index cards the boat described in
38 the application, giving to the boat a distinguishing mark or
39 number to be known as the certificate of award of number for
40 that boat and shall thereupon issue to the applicant a certificate
41 of award of number. Said certificate of award of number shall
42 contain the name, place of residence of the applicant and the
43 registered number or mark, and shall be in such form and con-
44 tain such further information as the commissioner may de-
45 termine. Said certificate of award of number shall be issued
46 by the commissioner, or by a city or town clerk or chief of
47 police, especially designated by the commissioner, in the form
48 prescribed upon blanks furnished by the commissioner, and
49 shall bear the data required by this section, which shall be fur
50 nished to the commissioner or to such clerk or chief of police
51 by the applicant.
52 The commissioner shall keep a record of all certificates of
53 award of number-which shall constitute a public record.
54 The owner of any vessel numbered under this section shall
55 furnish to the commissioner notice of the sale or transfer of
56 title, destruction or abandonment of such vessel, or any change
57 in description of the vessel or address of owner, in the cer-
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tificate of award of number, within ten days thereof. Upon
the sale transfer of title, destruction or abandonment of any
vessel said certificate of award of number shall become void.

58
59
60

The commissioner shall, upon application, issue transferrable
certificates of award of number to those who are engaged in the
business of selling or manufacturing boats or motors.

61
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The certificate of award of number shall be pocket size and
shall at all times be in the possession of the person operating
the vessel for which such certificate was issued.

64
65
66

The commissioner may, after due notice and a public hearing,
make rules and regulations hereto and shall promulgate said
rules and regulations for the purpose of administering this
chapter. No such rule or regulation shall be inconsistent with
any provision of this chapter.

67
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The commissioner may from time to time, and for such
periods as he may prescribe, exempt any class of vessels from
the numbering provisions of this chapter.

72
73
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Section 4- Upon the receipt of the certificate of award of
number the owner of each boat required to be registered shall
paint or attach to each bow of the boat the registered number,
which shall be in block characters of good proportion and not
less than three inches in height, reading from left to right, and
parallel with the water line and of a color in contrast to the
color of the hull so as to be distinctly visible and legible.
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Section 5. The registration fee shall be three dollars, and all in-
come received by the commissioner from registrations shall be
used for the sole purpose of the administration of this chapter.

82
83
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Section 6. All motorboats shall carry the following safety
equipment according to the following classes:

85
86

MOTORBOATS OF CLASS “A” (less than sixteen feet in87
length).88

Lifesaving Devices : One Coast Guard-approved life pre-
server, buoyant vest, ring buoy, or buoyant cushion in good
and serviceable condition for each person on board.

89
90
91

Lights : A combination light in the forepart of the boat,
showing red to port, and green to starboard, from right ahead
to two points abaft the beam, visible for one mile. A white
light aft showing all around the horizon, visible for two miles.

92
93
94
95
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Fire Extinguisher (see table, page 6)96
Ventilation : Two or more ventilators with cowls or equiva-

lent capable of removing gases from the bilges in engine and
fuel-tank compartments on boats constructed or decked over,
using gasoline or fuel of a flashpoint less than one hundred and
ten degrees Fahrenheit. Motorboats so constructed as to have
the greater portion of the bilges under the engine and fuel
tanks open and exposed to the natural atmosphere at all times
are not required to be fitted with such ventilators.

97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104

Flame Arrestor: Carburetors on all engines on motor-
boats, other than outboard engines, shall be fitted with an ap-
proved device for arresting backfire.

105
106
107

MOTORBOATS OF CLASS “1” (sixteen feet to less than108
twenty-six feet in length). The same equipment as required by
a class “A” motorboat is required on this class boat. The only
addition is a hand, mouth, or power operated whistle or horn
capable of producing a blast of at least two seconds’ duration
and be audible for a distance of at least one-half mile.

109
110
11l
112
113

MOTORBOATS OF CLASS “2” (twenty-six feet to less114
than forty feet in length).115

Lifesaving Devices: Same as for a class “1” motorboat.116
Lights : A bright white light in the forepart of the vessel as

near the stem as practicable so constructed as to show an un-
broken light over an arc of the horizon of twenty points of the
compass, so fixed as to throw the light ten points on each side
of the vessel; namely, from right ahead to two points abaft the
beam on either side. A bright white light aft to show all around
the horizon and higher than the white light forward. On the
starboard side a green light so constructed as to show an un-
broken light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of the
compass, so fixed as to throw the light from right ahead to two
points abaft the beam on the starboard side. On the port
side a red light so constructed as to show an unbroken light
over an arc of the horizon of ten points of the compass, so fixed
as to throw the light from right ahead to two points abaft the
beam on the port side. The said lights shall be fitted with
inboard screens of sufficient length and height or shall be
mounted on cabin sides and so set as to prevent these lights
from being seen across the bow. The white lights prescribed

117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
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shall be of such character as to be visible at a distance of at
least two miles. The colored side lights prescribed shall be of
such character as to be visible at a distance of at least one mile.

135
136
137

Bell ; One which, when struck, produces a clear, bell-like
tone of full round characteristics.

138
139

Horn or Whistle : One hand or power operated whistle or
horn capable of producing a blast of at least two seconds’
duration and audible for a distance of one mile.

140
141
142

Fire Extinguisher (see table, page 6).143
Ventilation: Same as for a class “1” motorboat.144
Flame Arrestor: Same as for a class “1” motorboat145
MOTORBOATS OF CLASS “3” (forty feet to not more146

than sixty-five feet in length).147
Lifesaving Devices : One Coast Guard-approved life pre-

server, or ring buoy for each person on board (buoyant cushions
or buoyant vests will not meet the requirements on this class
boat).

148
149
150
151

Lights : Same as for a class “2” motorboat
Bell: Same as for a class “2” motorboat.

152
153

Horn or Whistle : Must be power operated, capable of pro-
ducing a blast of at least two seconds’ duration and audible for
a distance of at least one mile.

154
155
156

Fire Extinguishers (see table, page 6).157
Ventilation: Same as for a class “2” motorboat158
Flame Arrestor: Same as for a class “2” motorboat159
Section 7. All motorboats shall be provided with a control

for shutting off the motor at the steering position.
160
161

Section 8. The owner of a boat livery is required to have a
certificate of award of number pursuant to section three for all
boats used in his business. The owmer of said livery shall
cause to be kept a record of the name and address of the person
or persons hiring the boat, the size of the boat, horsepower of
the motor used, if any, and the number of persons carried
aboard. Said record shall be preserved for six months.

162
163
164
165
166
167
168

The owner, his agent or employee shall be required to certify
in the above record that no boat rented was permitted to de-
part without being provided, either by owner or renter, with
the safety equipment required in accordance with the pro-
visions of this chapter.

169
170
171
172
173
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Fire Extinguishers
FIRE EXTINGUISHER CLASSIFICATI

Carbon Dryirbc
Classificatii

ilk poundipounds r

B-I 1 4 41
B-II
B-111

15 12
3512

f
Minimum •lished at t

FIRE EXTI R REQUIREMENTS

Minimum number of
B-I hand portable
fire extinguishers

required 1

No fixed fire Fixed fire
extinguish- extinguish-
ing system ing system
in machin- in machin-
ery space ery space

1 0
1 0
2 1
3 2I

Dstituted for twoB-I hand portable fire extinguishers.

Class c
motor
boat

A Under 16
1 16 and over, but under

26 and over, but under 40
3 40 and over, but not over 65

One B-II hand portable fire exti:

174 The registration fee for boats used in the boat livery business
175 shall be three dollars for the first boat and one dollar for each
176 additional boat. Any violation of this section shall be punished
177 by a fine not to exceed twenty-five dollars.
178 Section 9. No person shall operate a vessel on the territorial
179 waters of the commonwealth for towing a person or persons
180 on water skis, a surfboard or similar device unless there is in
181 such vessel a person, in addition to the operator, in control of
182 the medium attached to the skis, surfboard or similar device,
183 to observe the progress of the person or persons being towed.
184 A person shall not operate a vessel on the territorial waters of(t
185 the commonwealth towing a person or persons on water skis, a
186 surfboard, or similar device between the hours from one hour
187 before sunset to one hour after sunrise. The vessel used for
188 towing a person or persons on water skis, a surfboard or similar
189 device shall be equipped with suitable steps, ladder or some
190 similar means for the person or persons riding the water skis,
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191 surfboard or similar device to be taken from the water. Water
192 skiing, surfboarding and the like shall not be permitted in boat-
-193 mooring areas, in the vicinity of beaches, or where swimming is
194 allowed or where there is a concentration of pleasure boats.
195 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be pun-
-196 ished by a fine not to exceed twenty-five dollars.
197 Section 10. The commissioner may permit reciprocal recog-
-198 nition of vessels registered in other jurisdictions for a period
199 not to exceed ninety days. The owner of such boat shall
200 comply with all other provisions of this chapter.
201 Section 11. Any vessel which is documented or registered
202 with the United States Coast Guard or with any other federal
203 agency, in accordance with the laws of the United States, shall
204 not be required to be registered under this chapter.
205 Section 12. The commissioner may after a hearing or review
206 of a complaint of a violation of any of the provisions of this
207 chapter suspend a certificate of award of number for a period
208 of not more than six months.
209 Section 13. If any provision of sections one to twelve, in-
-210 elusive, or the application of such provision to any person or
211 circumstance, shall be held invalid, the remainder of said sec-
-212 tions, or the application of such provisions to persons or cir-
-213 cumstances other than those as to which it is held invalid, shall
214 not be affected thereby.

1 Section 2. Section 15 of chapter 102 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in line 10, the words “public safety” and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the words: natural resources, so
5 as to read as follows:
6 Section 15. Whoever operates in or upon the waters within
7 the territorial limits of the commonwealth, a boat propelled in
8 whole or in part by an internal combustion engine, unless the
9 same is provided with a muffler or underwater exhaust of a

10 type or types approved by and used in conformity with rules
11 and regulations hereby authorized to be promulgated by the
12 commissioner of natural resources shall be punished by a fine
13 of not more than twenty-five dollars.
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1 Section 3. Said chapter 102 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 15A, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section;
4 Section 15A. Whoever operates in or upon the waters within
5 the territorial limits of the commonwealth, a boat mechanically
6 propelled recklessly, or negligently so that the lives and safety
7 of the public might be endangered shall be punished by a fine
8 of not less than ten dollars nor more than fifty dollars. Who-
-9 ever goes away after knowingly causing personal injury orf'

10 property damage to another without making himself known by
11 giving his name, address and identification of his vessel to any
12 person so injured or to the owner of the property damaged
13 shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor
14 more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in jail for
15 not more than one year, or both.
16 The provisions of this section and section fifteen and sec-
-17 tions two, three, six, seven, eight and nine of chapter one hun-
-18 dred and two A shall be enforced by the department of public
19 safety, harbor masters, assistant harbor masters and police
20 officers authorized to make arrests.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 102 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 158, as so appearing, and inserting in
3 place thereof the following section: Section 15R. Notwith-
-4 standing the provisions of any other general or special law, no
5 city or town shall minimize or derogate from any of the pro-
-6 visions of this act, but by ordinance or by-law enact regulations
7 not inconsistent with law and which shall be subject to the
8 approval of the commissioner.

1 Section 5. Section sixteen of said chapter one hundred and
2 two is hereby repealed.


