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By Mr. Wojtkowski of Pittsfield (by request), petition of the Massachusetts
Farm Bureau Federation Inc. for permitting hunting and fishing without a license
by farmers and their families on land owned or leased by them. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act to provide for hunting and fishing by a farmer or
ANY MEMBER OF HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY ON ANY LAND OWNED OR
LEASED BY HIM WITHOUT LICENSE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 5, chapter 131 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 688 of the acts of 1957, is hereby amended
3 to read as follows: Except as provided in this section and in
4 section ten, fifty-one, sixty, sixty-one, sixty-four, sixty-seven,
5 sixty-nine or seventy-nine, no person shall hunt any bird or
6 mammal, and no person, unless he is under fifteen years of age,
7 shall fish, except as hereinafter provided, in any of the inland
8 waters of the commonwealth, and no person shall use, set, tend
9 or maintain any trap, or take or attempt to take any mammal

10 by means thereof, without first having obtained a sporting,
11 hunting, fishing or trapping license, or a special fox-hunting
12 license issued under section nine, as the case may be, authoriz-
-13 ing him to do so, as provided in sections six to nine, inclusive;
14 provided, that nothing in sections five to fourteen, inclusive,
15 shall be construed as affecting in any way the general laws relat-

ing to trespass, or as authorizing the hunting, or the possession,
17 of birds or mammals, contrary to law, or the taking of fish, or
18 the possession thereof, contrary to law, or the trapping of mam-
-19 mals, contrary to law; and provided, further, that said sections
20 five to fourteen, inclusive, shall not be deemed to prohibit any
21 legal resident of the commonwealth or any member of his im-
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22 mediate family, from hunting or trapping on any parcel of such
23 land or from fishing in any inland waters bordered by such land
24 if he is or they are actually domiciled within the commonwealth
25 and if the land is used exclusively for agriculture, forestry and
26 wood lot purposes, and not for club, shooting or fishing purposes;
27 and provided, further, that the burden of proof shall rest upon
28 the person claiming any such exception to show that he is en-
-29 titled thereto.
30 The director is authorized to issue free of charge a special
31 certificate to the head of each veterans’ hospital within thP
32 commonwealth. Any such certificate shall be valid throughout
33 the calendar year of issue and shall permit groups of patients,
34 designated by the hospital authorities, to fish in inland waters
35 of the commonwealth without possession of sporting or fishing
36 licenses. Such groups shall be limited to not more than fifteen
37 patients each day from any one hospital and every such group
38 shall be under the supervision of the chief of special services of
39 the hospital or a person designated by him. Said certificate
40 shall be carried on the person of the chief of special services or
41 the person designated by him while the group is fishing and shall
42 be shown upon demand of any officer empowered to enforce this
43 chapter.


