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By Mr. Waterous of Pepperell, petition of the Massachusetts Farm Bureau
Federation Inc. that the Department of Agriculture be directed to establish stand*
ards of sanitation on poultry farm slaughtering places and to cooperate with the
United States Department of Agriculture in carrying out a program of sanitary
poultry slaughtering. Agriculture.

An Act authorizing the department of agriculture to re-
quire STANDARDS OF SANITATION ON POULTRY FARM SLAUGHTER-
ING PLACES AND TO COOPERATE WITH THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE IN SUCH PROGRAMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 94 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert
2 ing after section 1398, the following new section;
3 Section 139C. No person engaged in the production of poultry
4 in the State of Massachusetts (including domestic chickens, fowl,
5 ducks, geese and pheasants and turkeys) shall engage in the
6 slaughtering of such poultry for sale without a permit from the
7 department of agriculture. Any person desiring such a permit
8 shall make written application to the department stating the
9 location of the poultry farm and such other information as may

10 be required by rules and regulations for the enforcement of this
11 section, which the department of agriculture is hereby author-
-12 izcd to make. Upon receipt of the application the said depart-
-13 ment shall cause an examination of the farm slaughtering fa-
-14 cilities to be made, and if it is found to be in a sanitary condition,
15 and to conform to the requirements of said rules and regulations,
16 and otherwise to be properly equipped for the business of slaugh-
-17 tering poultry, said department upon receipt of a fee of five
18 dollars shall issue a permit authorizing the applicant to carry on
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19 such establishment for the slaughtering of poultry for one year.
20 If any such slaughtering facility issued a permit hereunder is
21 deemed by the department issuing such permit to be operated
22 or maintained in an unsanitary manner, or in violation of any
23 said rules and regulations, or not properly equipped for the busi-
-24 ness of slaughtering poultry, the department shall close such
25 establishment until such time as it has been put in a condition
26 to conform with the requirements of this section, and said de-
-27 partment may also suspend the permit if the required changes
28 are not made within a reasonable time. The department of
29 agriculture may cooperate with departments and agencies of the
30 United States in carrying out a farm program of sanitary slaugh-
-31 tering of the poultry inspection law' of the federal government
32 and theregulations made thereunder and may enter into coopera-
-33 tive agreements with the United States whereby the costs of
34 such program are mutually shared by the commonwealth and
35 the United States.


