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By Mr. Wojtkowski of Pittsfield, petition of Thomas C. Wojtkowski for legis-
lation to change the population requirements relating to maintenance of high

;hools and transportation thereto. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act changing the population requirement as it relates
TO THE MAINTENANCE OF AND TRANSPORTATION TO HIGH SCHOOLS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 4, as most recently amended by chapter 109
3 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 4- Every town [containing] having, according to
6 the latest census, state or national, [five hundred families or
7 householders] a population of seventy-five hundred persons
8 or more, shall, unless specifically exempted by the department
9 and under conditions defined by it, maintain a high school,

10 adequately equipped, which shall be kept by a principal and
11 such assistants as may be needed, of competent ability and good
12 morals, who shall give instruction in such subjects as the school
13 committee considers expedient. One or more courses of study,
14 at least four years in length, shall be maintained in such high
15 school and it shall be kept open for the benefit of all inhabitants
16 of the town for at least one hundred and eighty days, exclusive
17 of vacations, in each school year, unless specifically exempted as
18 to any one school year by the department because of epidemic,
19 extraordinary weather conditions deemed by school officials to
20 be dangerous to the safety and health of pupils, or other emer-
-21 gency; provided, however, that the date of graduation from
22 such high school may precede the regular closing date of the
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23 school by not more than twelve school days; and provided,
24 further, that pupils graduating shall not be released from at-
-25 tendance prior to the fifteenth day of May. Each high school
26 maintained by a town required to belong to a superintendency
27 union shall be conducted in accordance with standards of or-
-28 ganization, equipment and instruction approved from time to
29 time by the department.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 71 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 6, as most recently amended by section 4 of
3 chapter 679 of the acts of 1947, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:

5 Section 6. If a town [of less than five hundred families or
6 householders J having a population of less than seventy-five
7 hundred persons, according to such census, does not maintain
8 a public high school offering four years of instruction, it shall
9 pay the tuition of any pupil who resides therein and obtains

10 from its school committee a certificate to attend a high school
11 of another town included in the list of high schools approved for
12 this purpose by the department. The department shall approve
13 the high schools which may be attended by such pupils, and it
14 may, for this purpose, approve a public high school in an ad-
-15 joining state. Whenever, in the judgment of the department,
16 it is expedient that such a pupil should board in the town of
17 attendance the town of residence may, through its school com-
-18 mittee, pay toward such board, in lieu of transportation, such
19 sum as the said committee may fix.
20 If the school committee refuses to issue a certificate as afore-
-21 said, application may be made to the department, which, if it
22 finds that the educational needs of the pupil in question are not
23 reasonably provided for, may issue a certificate having the same
24 force and effect as if issued by the said committee. The applica-
-25 tion shall be filed with the superintendent of schools of the town
26 of residence, and by him transmitted forthwith to the depart-
-27 ment with a report of the facts relative thereto.


