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By Mr. Crane of Boston, petition of John R. Mclsaac and another relative to
discontinuance of service by railroad companies. Transportation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act relating to discontinuance of service by railroads.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 16A of chapter 159 of the General Laws, inserted by
2 chapter 243 of the acts of 1938, is hereby amended by adding
3 at the end thereof the following: —As a condition of its ap-
-4 proval under this section of any transaction involving a carrier
5 or carriers by railroad subject to the provisions of this section,
6 whereby the department authorizes any railroad to abandon
7 any of its lines, stations, or other service, the department shall
8 require a fair and equitable arrangement to protect the in-
-9 terests of railroad employees affected, and it shall include in its

10 order of approval such terms and conditions for the protection
11 which it deems to be fair and equitable; provided, however,
12 that such conditions shall provide as a minimum that during
13 the period of four years from the effective date of such order
14 such transaction will not result in employees of the carrier or
15 carriers by railroad affected by such order being in a worse
16 position with respect to their employment, except that the pro-
-17 tection to any employees pursuant to this section shall not be
18 required to continue for a longer period following the effective
19 date of such order than the period during which such employee
20 was in the employ of such carrier or carriers prior to the effective
21 date of such order; and provided, further, that notwithstanding
22 any provision of this section the department may accept as a
23 fair and equitable arrangement for the protection of railroad
24 employees affected by any order of the department issued under
25 this section, an arrangement pertaining to the protection of the
26 interest of employees entered into by any carrier or carriers by
27 railroad and the duly authorized representative or representa-
-28 tives of its or their employees.
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