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By Mr. Sweeney of Springfield, petition of John A. Sweeney, William J. Kingston
and Armand N. Tancrati relative to proceedings when votes are challenged at
polling places. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

An Act relative to proceedings when a vote is challenged.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 85 of chapter 54 of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out
3 the second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following
4 two paragraphs;
5 In polling places where paper ballots are used he shall also be
6 required to write his name and residence on the outside of the
7 ballot offered, and the presiding officer shall add thereto the
8 name of the person challenging, and the cause assigned therefore,
9 whereupon such ballot shall be received; and no person shall

10 make any statement or give any information in regard thereto,
11 except as required by law.
12 In polling places where voting machines are used the presiding
13 officer shall decide upon the right of the person so challenged to
14 vote. In making his decision the presiding officer shall as-
-15 certain and weigh such evidence as may be given by the chal-
-16 lenger and by the voter challenged and shall make inquiry of
17 the registrars of voters or of any other official or person who
18 may have records or information bearing upon the challenge.

.19 Such officials or other persons shall make such records or in-
-020 formation immediately available to the presiding officer. The
21 decision of the presiding officer shall be made as speedily as
22 may be consistent with thorough investigation of the question
23 raised but in no case shall the polls be closed until a challenge
24 has been determined.
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