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By Mr. Donlan of Boston, petition of Edward J. Huggan, Edmond J. Donlan
and others for the establishment of a Massachusetts defenders committee under
the control of the Supreme Judicial Court to provide counsel for certain indigent
defendants in criminal proceedings. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act establishing a Massachusetts defenders committee
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PROVIDING COUNSEL IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 276 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 37A thereof, the following
3 new section under the caption Massachusetts Defenders Com-
-4 mittee:
5 Section 378. There shall be a Massachusetts Defenders
6 Committee consisting of eleven persons, appointed by the
7 justices of the Supreme Judicial Court for four year terms.
8 Such justices may remove members of the committee and fill
9 vacancies on the committee. The committee shall adopt rules

10 for the conduct of its affairs including the establishment of re-
-11 quirements for a quorum, the election of officers, and the naming
12 of subcommittees.
13 The committee shall provide counsel at any stage of a criminal
14 proceeding, other than capital, in any court of the common-
id wealth, provided that representation of such person by counsel
16 is required under rules adopted by the Supreme Judicial Court,
17 and such person is unable to obtain counsel by reason of his
18 inability to pay.
19 The committee shall provide suitable accommodations through-
-20 out the commonwealth, and shall hire attorneys and employees
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21 necessary to carry out the purposes of this act. No member of
22 the committee shall receive any compensation for his services,
23 but the expenses of the said committee and the funds necessary
24 to provide suitable accommodations, and to hire attorneys and
25 employees shall be allowed annually from the state treasury
26 out of any appropriations made for these purposes in an amount
27 certified by the chairman of the committee and approved by a
28 justice of the Supreme Judicial Court.
29 The attorneys and other employees designated by the cona-
-30 mittee under this act are exempted from the operation of
31 General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, chapter thirty-one.
32 The Supreme Judicial Court shall make rules for the ad-
-33 ministration of this section providing for the circumstances and
34 conditions under which counsel shall be required in criminal
35 proceedings.

1 Section 2. Each member of the committee shall be ap-
-2 pointed for a term of four years, provided, however, that of the
3 members first appointed, three shall be appointed for a term of
4 four years, three for a term of three years, three for a term of
5 two years and two for a term of one year. Any member chosen
6 to fill a vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of a term
7 shall be appointed for the unexpired term of the member he is
8 to succeed.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on
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