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By Mr. Stone of Clinton, petition of C. Clifford Stone and Joseph F. Gibney
relative to defining and restricting the grounds on which the School Building As-
sistance Commission may disapprove local school building projects, establishing
certain limits on the amount of state aid to any project and increasing municipal
home rule under the school building assistance law. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

An Act defining and restricting the grounds on which the

SCHOOL BUILDING ASSISTANCE COMMISSION MAY DISAPPROVE
LOCAL SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECTS, ESTABLISHING CERTAIN LIMITS

ON THE AMOUNT OF STATE AID TO ANY PROJECT, AND INCREASING
MUNICIPAL HOME RULE UNDER THE SCHOOL BUILDING ASSISTANCE
LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 6of chapter 645 of the acts of 1948 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the fourth sentence and by in-
-3 serting in place thereof the following sentence: Said com-
-4 mission may, if it is satisfied that the school construction plans
5 so submitted are plans for a bona fide school building and con-
-6 form to the applicable state public health and building safety
7 laws and regulations, and the expenses so incurred are reason-
-8 able, certify to the comptroller for payment to such regional
9 school district such amount, not exceeding such expenses, as it

10 may deem proper, and the state treasurer shall forthwith make
11 the payments so certified from any funds appropriated therefor.

*

1 Section 2. Section Bof said chapter 645 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first paragraph and by inserting in place
3 thereof the following paragraph:
4 Forthwith upon receipt of an application under the provi-
-5 sions of section seven, the commission shall examine such appli-
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6 cation and any facts, estimates or other information relative
7 thereto, and shall determine whether the proposed construction
8 constitutes a bona fide school building, conforms to all applicable
9 state public health and building safety laws and regulations,

10 and does not involve unreasonably large and wasteful expendi-
-11 tures of state funds. If the commission finds the proposed con-
-12 struction in compliance with these requirements, it shall de-
-13 termine the estimated approved cost of such construction by
14 such county, city, town or district or a lesser amount, and com-
-15 pute the amount estimated of construction grant to which saidt’
16 county, city, town or district would be entitled under the fol-
-17 lowing section, such computation being based on said approved
18 cost: and the decision of the commission shall be final.

1 Section 3. Section 9of said chapter 645 is hereby amended
2 by inserting, after clause (d), the following new clause: —■

3 (a) The total construction grant for any school building
4 project approved by the commission after January first, nine-
-5 teen hundred and sixty, shall not: (a) exceed five hundred dol-
-6 lars for each elementary pupil which the school building or
7 school building addition is designed to accommodate or one half
8 the cost of such project, whichever is less; or (6) seven hundred
9 dollars for each secondary pupil which the school building or

10 school building addition is designed to accommodate or one half
11 the cost of the project, whichever is less. In the case of a re-
-12 gional school building or regional school building addition, there
13 shall be paid an additional grant of one hundred dollars for each
14 pupil which the school building or school building addition is
15 designed to accommodate; provided, that the total state grant
16 hereunder for such regional school project shall not exceed
17 sixty-five per cent of the cost of such project. In calculating
18 construction grants under this act, the commission shall not
19 include the cost of athletic fields, auditoriums, gymnasiums,
20 swimming pools or theatrical equipment.


