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By Mr. Capraro of Boston, petition of Charles W. Capraro for legislation rela-
tive to the licensing of operators of motor vehicles who are minors. Highways
and Motor Vehicles.

w

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act relative to the licensing of operators of motor
VEHICLES WHO ARE MINORS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The first paragraph of section Bof chapter 90 of the General
2 Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the first sentence, as appearing in chapter 284 of the acts of
4 1937, and inserting in place thereof the following: Application
5 for license to operate motor vehicles may be made by any per-
-6 son; but before such a license is granted the applicant shall
7 pass such examination as to his qualifications as the registrar,
8 without discriminating as to age, shall require, and no license
9 shall be issued until the registrar or his authorized agent is

10 satisfied that the applicant is a proper person to receive it,
11 and no such license shall be issued to any person under eighteen
12 years of age, except that junior operators’ licenses may be issued
13 to minors who have arrived at the age of sixteen years, but who
14 have not reached eighteen years of age, under rules and regula-
% tions to be established by the registrar, provided, however, that
16 such license shall not entitle a licensee to operate a motor vehicle,
17 other than going to and from school, during the hours of darkness
18 unless accompanied by a duly licensed operator who is over
19 eighteen years of age, and that such license shall not entitle a
20 licensee to operate a motor vehicle upon the public highways
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21 of the state for compensation, and shall not entitle a licensee
22 to operate a motor vehicle in a city having a population of
23 fifty thousand or more. The extent to which the holder of a
24 junior operator’s license may operate a motor vehicle thereunder
25 shall be printed on each such license and any holder of such a
26 license who operates a motor vehicle otherwise than as indicated
27 on his license shall be deemed to be operating a motor vehicle
28 without being duly licensed under this chapter. The registrar
29 shall prescribe the form of application for the junior operator’^,
30 license.
31 Upon receipt of a withdrawal of consent, duly acknowledged
32 by the parent or guardian who executed the consent on the basis
33 of which a junior operator’s license was issued, the registrar
34 shall, provided the licensee has not reached the age of eighteen
35 years, revoke such junior operator’s license. Where revocation
36 is made pursuant to this provision, no new license shall be issued
37 by the registrar until after thirty days from the date of such
38 revocation.
39 A junior operator’s license shall automatically become a regu-
-40 lar operator’s license when the licensee reaches the age of eighteen
41 years.

42 Notwithstanding the foregoing provision relating to age, an
43 operator’s license may be issued to a minor who has arrived at
44 the age of seventeen years and who has successfully completed
45 a driver’s training course, in a high school or junior high school,
46 approved by the department of education and the registrar.
47 The registrar shall prescribe the form for such application and
48 each applicant shall submit with Ms application a diploma or
49 other evidence to show that he has successfully completed a
50 driver’s training course, in a high school, approved by the
51 department of education and the registrar.
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