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By Mr. Rider of Needham, petition of Daniel H. Rider that accident reports
filed with the Registrar of Motor Vehicles be established as public records. High-
ways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act establishing accident reports required to be filed

WITH THE REGISTRAR OF MOTOR VEHICLES AS PUBLIC RECORDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 26 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 225 of the acts of 1956, is
3 hereby further amended so that said section shall read as fol-
-4 lowrs:
5 Section 26. Every person operating a motor vehicle which
6 is in any manner involved in an accident in which any person i
7 killed or injured therein, or in which there is damage in exces;

8 of two hundred dollars to any one vehicle or property, shall
9 forthwith report in writing to the registrar on a form approved

10 by him, and such report shall be deemed to be a public
11 record, and open for public inspection as provided for in
12 section ten of chapter sixty-six of the General Laws. Not-
-13 withstanding the establishment of such report as a pub-
-14 lie record, the registrar may destroy the same after a
15 period of six years from the date thereof. The registrar
16 may revoke or suspend the license of any person violating this
17 section.
i

1 Section 2. Section 30 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 351 of the acts of 1956, is
3 hereby further amended so that said section shall read as
4 follows:

Cf)r CommontoealtJ) of eg) assacinisetts



[Jan. 1959.) HOUSE —No. 1104.

5 Section 30. A proper record of all applicants and of all cer-
-6 tificates and licenses issued shall be kept by the registrar at his
7 main office, and such records shall be open to the inspection of
8 any person during reasonable business hours. The registrar
9 may issue a certified copy, attested by him or his authorized

10 agent, of any certificate of registration or of any license to op-
-11 erate motor vehicles which may have been lost or mutiliated
12 upon the written request of the person entitled thereto, or,
13 where there are two or more joint owners of a motor vehicle or
14 trailer, he may issue a certificate to each joint owner upon writ-®
15 ten request of the person entitled thereto; and such certified#
16 copies shall have the same force and effect as the originals.
17 Certified copies of such records of the registrar, attested by the
18 registrar or his authorized agent, shall be admissible as evidence
19 in any court of the commonwealth to prove the facts contained
20 therein. The registrar may destroy applications under this
21 chapter and copies of the licenses and certificates of registra-
-22 tion issued by him, [and all letters reporting accidents or papers
23 relating thereto,] excepting those of the then current year and
24 the year next preceding. He may destroy or dispose of any
25 obsolete number plates and forms which, in his opinion, are no
26 longer' of any value to the commonwealth, and may destroy
27 examination papers or the answers given by the applicants for
28 licenses when the same have become of no value, or when li-
-29 censes applied for have been granted. He may also destroy all
30 records of convictions of persons charged with violation of the
31 laws relating to motor vehicles unless such convictions are final
32 convictions under section twenty-four, excepting those of the
33 then current year and the two years next preceding.
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