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By Mr. O’Farrell of Malden, petition of the Massachusetts Home Builders Asso-
ciation for legislation relative to appeals from decisions of inspectors of buildings.
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act relative to appeals from decisions of an inspector

or inspector of buildings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 143 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 55 thereof, as most recently amended by section
3 7 of chapter 541 of the acts of 1949, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following new section:
5 Section 55. Any person aggrieved by an order, requirement,
6 direction or decision of an inspector or an inspector of buildings,
7 both as defined in section one, under any of the preceding sec-
-8 tions may, within thirty days after the service thereof, appeal
9 to a judge of the superior court for the county where the land,

10 on which the building or proposed building to which such order,
11 requirement, direction or decision relates, is situated for an order
12 forbidding its enforcement: and after such notice as said court
13 shall direct to all parties interested, a hearing may be had be-
-14 fore the court at an early and convenient time and place fixed
15 by it; or the court may appoint three disinterested persons,
16 skilled in the subject matter of the controversy, to examine the

'4 7 matter and hear the parties; and the decision of said court, or
18 the written decision under oath of a majority of said experts,
19 filed in the office of the clerk of courts in said county within ten
20 days after such hearing, may alter, annul or affirm such order,
21 requirement, direction or decision of such inspector. Such de-
-22 cision of the court or of the experts, or a certified copy thereof,
23 shall have the same authority, force and effect as the original
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24 order, requirement, direction or decision of the inspector. If such
25 decision of the court or of the experts annuls or alters the order,
26 requirement, direction or decision of the inspector, the court
27 shall order the inspector not to enforce his order, requirement or
28 direction and, in the case of a decision of such inspector issuing
29 or refusing to issue a building permit, the decision of the court
80 or of the experts may revoke or grant such permit, as the case
31 may be, and may, in any appropriate case, impose lawful con-
-82 ditions upon the issuance of such permit, and in every case the
88 certificate or permit required by law shall thereupon be issued
84 by said court or by said experts.


