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By Mr. Voke of Chelsea, petition of Meyer Pressman, Alfred R. Yoke, Harold
W. Canavan and another for legislation relative to the disposition of certain un-
claimed funds of patients at the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts, Ways and
Means (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act regarding the disposition of certain unclaimed
FUNDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 6of the General Laws, as, appearing in the Tercen-
-2 tenary Edition thereof, is hereby amended by inserting after

(action 41, the following new section
4 Section 4-1 A. So much of any funds known as patients funds
5 as represents monies belonging to, or deposited for the benefit
6 of, .patients or members who have been discharged or vohm-
7 tarily departed from, or died at, a soldiers’ home, which shall
8 have remained unclaimed for more than seven years, shall be
9 paid by the superintendent of said home to the state treasurer

10 to be held subject to be paid to the person establishing a law-
-11 ful right thereto, with interest at the rate of three per cent per
12 annum from the time when it was so paid to the state treasurer
13 to the time when it is paid by him to such person; provided,
14 that so much of any monies so paid to the state treasurer as
15 may be necessary to reimburse the department for any sum due
16 for the support of the person by whom, or for whose benefit such
17 money was originally deposited, shall be credited to the said
18 soldiers’ home for that purpose. After six years from the date
19 when any such monies were paid to the state treasurer the same
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20 or any balance thereof then remaining in his hands shall be trans-
-21 ferred to the trustees of said home for deposit to the legacy
22 account of said home as established under section forty-one of
23 chapter six of the General Laws. Any person, may, however,
24 establish his claim after the expiration of the six years above
25 mentioned and any claim so established shall be paid from the
26 legacy account of said home. Any person claiming a right to
27 money deposited with the state treasurer or with the trustees
28 under this section may establish the same by a petition to the
29 probate court who after examining the merits of the claimant
30 may direct the treasurer or trustees to pay the sums claimed
31 to the claimant.
32 Section 418. Any bank book representing a deposit account in
33 a savings or co-operative bank or trust company within the com-
-34 monwealth which belongs to a patient or member who has been
35 discharged, or voluntarily separated from or died at a soldiers’
36 home, and which shall have remained unclaimed for more than
37 two years in the custody of the superintendent of such home
38 may be presented by the superintendent to such bank or trust
39 company accompanied by the written request of the home for
40 payment to it of the amount of such deposit account except so
41 much as is in excess of the amount due the commonwealth for
42 the support of such patient or member, and such bank or trust
43 company shall thereupon pay to the trustees of said home the
44 amount so requested. The trustees of the soldiers’ home shall
45 then deposit said sum to the credit of their legacy account.


